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tine) llie innocence of girlliood is a reality, whilst 
he regards with equal respect the vow of the 
matron or the veil of the widow. And what in- 
dividuals believe, the common voice of the nation 
ratifies. As a people, we venerate the quiet cha- 
rities of domestic life. In late years, when almost 
every European dynasty seemed to shake, the 
throne of England has needed no surer bulwark 
than that which the love of a nation could supply. 
To a monarch who, to the dignity of a queen, 
added the graces of a wife and a mother, who had 
shown herself in all these relations so faithful, 
what honest English heart could be faithless? 
How immense the effect upon our national^ cha- 
racter of this one article of our fireside religion, 
can best be told by those who, in less favoured 
societies, have tric'd to lead or raise the human 

mind. , 

In India we are reminded, at every turn, now 

hard it is to affect the domestic morals of a nation 
which believes not in female honour and virtue. 
No man is more impatient of female disgrace than 
your Rajpoot or Brahmin, but no man is more m- 
/ credulous of female fidelity. . Girlhood he watches 
with doubt, married life with jealousy, widowhood 
the very word is a reproach.* Men who pro- 
phesy thus of their women need not be sui-prised 
if their prophecies come true. The woman of 
India is what the man has made her. But so is 
woman everywhere ; educate her, trust her, woman 

* Tiie word rand, or widow, is a common term of abuse. 
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hencefortli a slave, the wife’s father need expect 
hut little courtesy or consideration. A liajioot 
of the present day is subject to his son-in-law ban 
and foot, can refuse him nothing, and, without 
disgrace, cannot accept so much as a meal at ins 

There is a tradition prevalent in the Doab, 
that a Chohan Thakoor, being sorely pressed by 
his son-in-law, and smarting under the sense o 
dism-ace which his mere position as the father o 
a married daughter seemed to entail upon him, 
called together his sons, and bound them by an 
oath to save his family from futm-e contempt by 
destroying every female child that might be bom 
to them. Hence, as some say, the origin of female 
infanticide amongst the Chohan Rajpoots, men in 
other respects the noblest of a not ignoble race. 
But there have been other and more subtle in- 
fluences at work. At the very root of the evil 
stands this principle, — the Hindoo disbeheves t le 
puritv of the sex; a daughter arrived at puberty 
musi, he thinks, be married or be disgraced. 
When he seeks a husband for her it must be in 
his own caste, but it 7nvst also be in a subdivisiont 
of that caste ; higher, if possible, but at all events 
differing from his own. To intermarry in one’s own 
subdivision is impossible ; such an union would be 
set down as incestuous. Disgrace is attached to 
marria'ms with men of inferior relative ran '. 

* Tod assigns the first place to the “ Chohan” as warriors 
amongst the Ihirtv-six royal races of Rajpoots. 
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tin hin«,'’.in nioni, tlic men* of tlic moflicr to 

perforin her flrHi jiinlin-iml fliilii.'.s a bon! of nntor, 
« n>u-], Jouch-nnyMiir,.. i,, is- onoi^b.* Tlic 
inn^nsfrnfo can banlly ininish men for n n‘ant of 

tl'o yom,g ,,,„ 1,0 tet. ,S„ i, i, „ 

t 0 S/C voh, s/cj/(hco school, that it will appear 

• A native lias described t!ie manner in ubicb female infanta 
arc destroyed in tlic following words : 

“ Milk wliicl, is designed by nature to form the food of the 
new-born babe, is ti,c substance used for tiie cruel purpose here 
referred to. In a vessel full of this nourishing liquid the stJnv 
.liearted parents, or their female attendants, ;iunge the femafo' 
nfants as soon as they come into existence, and they are made 
to struggle tn ,t till the vital principle is extinguished in ihe^ 
Opium IS not unfrequently made the instrument throiiHi which* 
these Rajpoots perpetrate the liorriretng deed Tile laann r 
doias it is thus related i_T„o a.otl.'r .“ppfcp JS:. ""T ' 
ler breast and it is insensibly imbibed with the milk by the 
infant, and has the effect of extinguishing its life. A Rainoot 
w 1,0 .3 .n my service, told me. when. I aslred hi: fot some' i ’ 
formation upon tins topic, that his countrymen stick a bit of il ^ 

mam m tins dangerous position for a minute or iwn ri.. • 
which the heat of the mouth melts the drug, and it is taken inm 
their system, and hurries them into eternity. The extinof 
■fe IS sometimes effected by means of suffocation, the nmbilicn 
cord and secundines being placed on the nose and mouth 

tenets froin the Puranas. showing how opposed is the practic 
hild-murder to the religious tenets of the Hindoos. 



INTRODUCTION. 


The Notes on the North-Western Provinces 
of India, which are now offered to the English 
reader, were Anatten originally for the “ Benares 
Magazine,” and have, with the exception of the 
last paper, appeared in late numbers of that 
periodical. The humble attempt of the Avriter is., 
to describe, in a popular manner, the AAmrking 
of- our civil administration in that part of India to 
which he is attached by the ties of duty and long 
service. He is induced to offer his observations 
to a larger circle than is embraced by the “ Be- 
nares Magazine”* by the following considerations. 
At the present moment, when the affairs of India 
engage the public attention, it is believed that a 

* This periodical, able and deserving though it be, cir- 
culates as yet only amongst a small phase of English readers 
in India, and is scarcely known in England. 
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of hunger obliterated even the distinctions of caste, 
and the Brahmin might be seen devouring the 
leavings of the Dhom.^ Nowhere did hunger and 
disease press heavier than in the plains of the mid 
Doab. Whole villages were depopulated, and 
every effort of public or private benevolence failed 
to meet the wants of a starving population. The 
Government did much to relieve the sufferers at 
the time, but a merely temporary assistance was 
not sufficient, and it became necessary to lower 
the revenue demand in many villages. Mr. Unwin, 
then Collector of Mynpoorie, was in 1842 engaged 
in fixing the amount of this revision, and his camp 
was pitched in the midst of the villages of the 
Chohan Bajpoots. In the coiurse of his proceed- 
ings it was found desirable to ascertain how far 
the population had been affected by the famine, 
and with this object Mr. Unwin determined to 
take ten villages in each pergunneh, and selecting 
one house in each of these villages, to count in 
person every head in it. “In so doing,” we use 
his own words, “I observed what previous in- 
“ formation led me to expect, that no single 
“ Chohanee (female Chohan), young or old, was 
“ forthcoming.t I remarked this to the Zemindar; 

• The lowest caste. 

t The wives were, of course, not Chohanee, as Chohan cann 
wed with Chohanee, The higher Chohan usually seeks alliant 
for his daughters (if they are preserved alive) with the Kuchwa 
Budhoreea, Bughela, Rathore ; and the humbler Chohan 
take a female from the Pureehar of Bundelcund and the JacJ 
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INTRODUCTION. 


few simple details of the working of our Police 
and Revenue systems, though given by one who 
has better means of observing than talents for 
recording his observations, may he not unaccept- 
able to the general reader. And if that increas- 
ing and important class of our public men in 
England, who take an intelligent interest in 
British India, should find here little that is new 
to them, there are still hundreds, nay, thousands, 
who would gladly see a popular description of 
the every-day duties which occupy their sons or 
brothers in the Indian Civil Service. 

To that service the writer belongs. No one 
knows better than he does how dry are the sub- 
jects of Indian police practice or revenue science 
(for a science it is) ; but it is this very reason 
which has induced him to attempt, in some poor 
degree, to attract attention to questions so im- 
portant to millions of our fellow-subjects. If, by 
his imperfect endeavour to sketch the condition 
of the people as affected by the policy of their 
English masters, he has added but one stone to 
the monument of Christian civilisation, which so 
many abler hands are striving to rear in India, 
his labour will not have been in vain. 
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riio edbcl of Mr. IJmviu'.'j inonsiircs- \v;is foon 
fblL in the (li'itricf. Amoii^sl oilier ineidenis \vn 
may quote tJic following, a« partiihingof ihnt alniosfc 
grotesque eharaeler wliieh in the.^o niatler-of-fnet 
(lays sconis peeuliar to India. Tlio Government, 
had watched IMr. Unwin’.s jiroccieding.s with appro- 
bation, and took nn early opportunity to notify in a 
public manner the interest which was felt in the 
.success of his measures. 

There is at Mynpowdc an old fortress, which 
looks far over the valley of llic Ec.sun river. This 
has been for centuries the stronghold of the Ra- 
jahs of Mynpooric, Chohans whose ancient blood, 
descending from the groat Pirthcc Raj and the 
regal stem ofNccm-rana, represents In crvmc dc la 
crdine of Rajpoot aristocracy. Here when a son, 
a nephew, a grandson, was born to the rcignin/ 
chief, the event was announced to the neighbourin 
city by the loud discharge of wall-piccc.s and mate’ 
locks ; but centuries had passed away, and no infa 
daughter had been known to smile within tin 
walls. 

In 1845, however, thanks to the vigilance 
Mr. Unwin, a little grand-daughter w'as prose 
by the Rajah of that day. The fact was duly 
fied to the Government, and a letter of congrf 
tion and a dress of honour wei*e at once despa 
from head-quarters to the Rajah. 

We have called this incident, the giving 
of honour to a man because he did not dest 
grand-daughter, grotesque one; but it is ’ 
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Ssirh tiu’ i-nijic of the ivrilor. n hnv 

ut“.nl‘- inure mav he t-^irn'^cd to the detnil of 
lp.^' hi’.uh. 

’I’lic Tifft has lv(H-ji uivrn to (he iiole on 

“ I'emnie Infantieicic.'' hernuse ilint paper ha,'; 
hcrji )it!nunr<-«l hy iln' approhation of (he l/ieu- 
S/'n:uU-i:nvt'rnor of At'ra, to whom it iva.s oriurinally 
in-rrihej], nnu hre; (ii'-(rihn(o(l hv tluit fli.s- 

lin.'.oii'-h.ed jta'o'jnan to the inaL'istrate- and otlier 
pnhhe •■‘•rvant.s in tiie rpl'f'f Provinref;. 

'Hie iH\t four ntunhrrs of ilie NoSe;;, fnmi 
two to till' in<'hi'iv«‘. helonir !<• tlie rtlhjeet r>f 
Landed 're!nir<*s in i)ie XorthAL'‘.teni I’ruvinre'-’. 
No. II. .'•hi'tehe'- the Ki^e and IVo;irt‘‘'‘s of our 
Hevenne System. No III. s);oi<'he'' the ('hanieter 
of tVie At 5 riruhuri!;t, nml the ('onditinn of 

the Landed Pnfiprietur.tf tinder Hritifli rule. 

No. IW eontimu^!- the Stdijeet of No. Ill . 
.and prort'eds (o eonf-atler the c.ase of the Noti- 
proprietary Cidtivnliii" Oakses. 

No. V. eontuins the Domestie Ilii^'orv tn a 
Kajpoot I'.amily, .as nflected In the prureedine.s of 
a M.auif-irate and Colleetor. 

Nos. \'J. to ^''I^. pre-eni .5 dete!} «,! the 
duties of a MuLiisirate in the .Nnj tli .Wv tern 
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ages of one and six. We subjoin an extract from 
the official Registers, from 1844 to 1850 inclusive. 
The girls born during the year, and still alive -at 
the end of the year, are. only entered : — 


Name of 
Thannah. 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 

Total. 

Girls of 6 years 
and under, liv- 
ing in May 
1851. _ 

Koorowlie 

7 

2 

19 

1 

lag 

15 

24 

83 

119 

Sliekoabad 

9 

8 


6 

■a 

15 

22 

75 

80 

Bhowgong 

5 

4 
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10 

45 

60 

Koosmurra 

11 

3 





■a 

44 

55 

Kurhul ... 

1 

7 


4 




43 

33 

Sumao 

58 

8 

35 

44 

53 


■9 

287 

145 - 

Mynpoorie 

28 

10 

57 

57 

77 



434 

353 

Ghurour ... 

15 

9 

21 

41 

36 

61 

57 

240 

234 

Sirsa-gunge 

0 

2 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

8 

8 

Kyleyee ... 

0 

4 

25 

43 

29 

38 

43 

182 

140 

Phurrah ... 

0 

0 

8 

1 

15 

13 

13 

50 

38 

Total ... 

134 

57 

180 

209 

261 

302 

348 

1491 

1263 


To check these results, a census of the entire 
Chohan population of the district, of six years old 
and under, has been made in the present year. The 
plan adopted was, first to call upon the village ac- 
countants to report the numbers of boys and girls, 
up to the age of six, living in their respective vil- 
lages. These returns were then tested as closely 
as possible by other independent officials, and, as 
the result of that examination, the number of 
females was reduced eleven per cent. The retmm 
thus corrected is as follows, and is given for per- 
gunnehs, not for the thannahs, noted in the former 
table : — 
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action of (lowers ? Why is not security taken from 
our chiefs to prevent the fixing of dowers, and to 
prohibit the adjudication of any disputes relating to 
them ? But here we may be stopped by the legal 

politico-economist with the question— Do you, m 
this nineteenth century, propose a return to the 
policy of the fourteenth century ? Arc you anxious 
to revive laws which have gone out of date as long 
ago as the piked shoes and long coats which gave 

rise to them ? , 

We reply, that we arc no advocates for su p- 

tuarytes in goncal, and that such laws aye mostly 
needless and impolitic; but. in our opmion, logoi 
theories may be safely put aside when they en- 
danger the common rights of humanity. It is one 
thing to put down piked shoes hy a special law. 
and another to put down murder. The old- 
fashioned sumptuary laws were directed against 
foppery, against open and harmless follies, but 
what we would now advocate is an enactment 
for the better putting down of secret and villanous 

crimes. . j » 

« Nee Deus intersit, nisi dignus mndwe nodus, 

this is our motto. n fu-.. 

We are not ashamed to avow ourselves Gothic 

enough to wish that the system of extravagant 
dowers and weddings, stained as they are noth in- 
nocent blood, should be put down hy authonty. 
We should prefer that this authority were not ex- 
traneous,— that the people themselves, asseinhled ir 
their funchayet, should supply the remedy to thei 
own social evils ; hut, if need be, we would gladly se 


I. 


FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN THE DOAB.* 


It was our national enemy who dubbed the English 
“a nation of shopkeepers.” Thei*e was more of 
wit than of truth in the sentence. For if, in 
matters of mere traffic and commerce, the English 
mind be guarded and cautious, it is in other moral 
or social relations remarkable for frank unsuspect- 
ing confidence. The hearts of our countrymen are 
prone to belief; we speak, not only of their deep 
natural faith in the realities of the unseen world, 
hut we say, also, that Englishmen in general walk 
this every-day life with believing hearts. 

One special faith there is, deep in the mind of 
England, which our present subject has suggested 
to us, and that is, the faith in female virtue. The 
Englishman, and, thank Heaven, with good reason, 
is a believer in the purity of the female sex : to his 
mind (we speak of all except the professed liber- 

* Land between two rivers. In Hindostan the vast and 
fertile tract situated between the Ganges and Jiirana is known 
as “The Doab.” 

B 
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told. Inslcfid of ruining tlicmsclvcs by marringe 
expenses, they liavc tlic slricto.sfc sumptuary laws, 
fixing the amount to be spent at weddings and in 
dowers, beyond wliicb limit no man can be allowed 
to spend, or indeed ever thinks of spending, a 
single rupee.*' 

We canjiot doubt but that fbc influence of Go- 
vernment might induce tbe Kajpoots to adopt some 
similar Avbolcsomc rule- Let the Cliohan ofMyn- 
pooric and Etaweb, tbe Kucbwaec of Jyepoor, tbe 
Bugbcla of llcwa and Tirooa, the Rathorc of Joud- 
poor, let all the chief clans of the Rajpoots be con- 
vened : let not only tbe beads of tbe people, but the 
beads of ton or fifteen families in each elan, be in- 
vited : let them be asked to put down the crime 
which has so long stained their name. We ask not 
for mere bonds or promises, but we would have them 
draw up a moderate scale of dowers, to transgress 
which shall be punishable. Let such an assembly 
have the sanction of the Head of the Government, 
and the days of female infanticide mil be num- 

• Amongst the Muturrea Brahmins nothing is paid at 
“ lugun," or the period of betrothal. There are four sorts of 
marriages, called, in the jargon of the tribe, — 

1, Awul-bea. .Soo, Soweya. . 1st day of marriage ceremonies, 

Rs. 100. 

,, „ 2d payment, Rs. 125. 

2, Docm ,. Senkra .. 1st day, Rs. 50. 

„ „ 2d „ Rs. 150. 

, 3. Teesra .. Puchisya .. Jstday, Rs. 25. 

„ „ 2d „ Rs. 50. 

4. Kora . . One rupee is paid by the bride’s folk, 
disgrace attaches to this cheap wedding. 
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1)0 (lotio, and \vc boliovc would gladly bo done, by 
tbc unsopbisticaicd ]\aj])oots. Indeed, bistory tells 
ns that a convention lor fixing moderate dowers was 
bold by tbc llajpoots under one of ibeir own 
princes, wbicb failed merely from tbc want of 
power of ibc presiding chief to carry out its decrees. 
AVc read in tbc “Annals of Rajastban” that tbc 
“ great ebief, Jyc Singb of Amber (now Jyepoor), 
“ submitted to tbc prince of every Rajpoot state 
“ a decree, to be laid before a convocation of their 
“ respective vassals, in wbicb lie regulated the 
“ dower and other marriage expenditure with refer- 
“ ence to tbc property of tbc vassal, limiting it to 
“ one year’s income of the estate. 1 bis plan was, 
“ however, frustrated by tbc vanity of tbc Cboon- 
“ dawut of Saloombra, who expended in the marriage 
“ of his daughter a sum even greater than his sove- 
“ reign could have afforded ; and to have his name 
“ blazoned by tbc bards and genealogists, he sacri- 
“ ficed the beneficent views of one of the wisest of 
“ the Rajpoot race.”''" 

No man has a better right to be heard in an 
matter affecting the Rajpoot manners than the el 
gant annalist of Rajasthan; and we have his autb 
rity for saying, that a sumptuary edict such as J 
Singh’s can alone meet the evils which their ir 
riage customs have entailed. We have just f 

* Colonel Tod helps us here to a precedent from Eun 
history, and it is not the only one which might be ad( 

“ Marseille fut la plus sage des republiques de son temj 
dots ne pourraient passer cents ecus en argent, et cinq en 
dit Strabon .” — De VEspiii dcs Lour, ch. xv. 
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will be virtuous ; cramp her mind, pamper and 
confine her body, show her that she is degraded, 
and degraded she will be, whether in the seraglio 
of the East or the salons of Europe. 

. Reflecting, as one is apt to do, rather bitterly 
on the degraded condition of the women of India, 
the thought will arise, how little has England done 
for her* — how few and feeble the attempts that 
have been made to raise her position or to defend 
her rights. Rights of woman ! Alas 1 in India 
these may be summed up in few words, — to sufler, 
and to die. The sufferings of the sex have been 
Avell touched by a happier pen than ours. 

“ To the fair of other lands the fate of the 
“ Rajpootnee must appear one of appalling hai'd- 
“ ship. In each stage of life Death is ready to 
“ claim her — by the poppy at its dawn, by the 
“ flames in riper years ; while, the safety of the 
“ interval depending on the uncertainty of war, 
“ at no period is her existence worth a twelve- 
‘‘ month’s purchase. The loss of a battle or the 
“ capture of a city is a signal to avoid captivity 
“ and its horrors, which, to the Rajpootnee, are 
“ worse than death.”! 

The woman of India has suffered deep and 


* There are a few bright exceptions to this rule, and lately 
a Yery noble attempt to elevate the native female has been made 
v/ in Calcutta under the auspices of Mr. Drinkwater Bethune, to 
which we emphatically wish “ God speed.” 

t Tod’s “ Annals of Rajasthan.” The annalist here refers 
to the Rajpoot practice of sacrificing their women rather than 
let them fall into an enemy’s hands. 
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immense forts and excavations attributed to the 
Rajbburs, or, as they are sometimes called, the 
Assoors or Demons. The Brahmin and Rajpoot 
tribes, by force or fraud, drove away these earlier 
tribes, a few of whose descendants are still to be 
found. Sturdy chiefs, like Lot or Abraham of old, 
divided the land; the jungle disappeared, the 
swamp was reclaimed by the toil of the military 
colonists, and the works of cultivation and irri- 
gation began. The sons of the village patriarch, 
his dependants, the offsets perhaps of some neigh- 
bour tribe, united to do him honour and to give 
him strength. One mess of plain food supplied the 
males of the ruling family, one stack-yard and 
granary contained the common treasure of their 
fields ; separate property and separate interests 
were unknown. To this day, that perfect division 
and separation of property, which is considered so 
essential to order and comfort in the Western 
world, is not fully known amongst these village 
communities, which, be it observed, in the Bengal 
provinces have a patriarchal, rather than a cor- 
porate character. Even in these degenerate times 
we could point to bodies of brethren, co-partners, 
whose horses, cattle, cornstacks, — yes, whose purse 
even, is common to all. The best feature, however, 

* It is probable that the Brahmin families formed settle- 
ments in the country before the Rajpoot invasion. For example, 
we may note that in pergunneh Kantit of the Mirzapore district, 
where there are 304 estates held by Brahmins, and .308 by the 
prevailing clan of Rajpoots, the local traditions universally 
assign the earlier occupation of the country to the Brahmins. 
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long, but she bns sufTcrccl in silence, and her suf- 
ferings have been, at least in appearance, voluntary 
— with her own band has slie lighted the funeral 
tires which were to consume her life along with 
the lifeless body of her husband ; and (in some 
races) with her own hand has she quenched the 
spark of infant vitality as each girl was born to 
her. Our earlier settlers in India, intent on com- 
merce and wealth, had little opportunity to notice 
the wrongs of the women of the country. At a 
later period they were averse to meddling noth the 
customs of the people, and at home, unless the 
sutferin^s of some Begum of rank could be worked 
up into “ political capital,” little notice was likely 
to be taken of the women of India.* Later still, 
Lord William Bentinck found it no easy matter to 
fight the battles of the innocent uncomplaining 
widow, amidst the official apathy or secret oppo- 
sition of men who should have been the first to 
assist him. 

However, our present affair is not with the 
wrongs of Indian women in general, but with the 
peculiar and unnatural crime which, amongst cer- 

* The females of India and their wrongs were useful when 
a grand display in Parliament was wanted to crush a political 
foe. 

Every one has heard of Burke’s celebrated orations about the 
Begums of Lucknow, and, above all, that famous peroration 
about the virgins of Bengal, and their treatment by “ the in- 
fernal fiend,” Devi Singh, at which Mrs. Sheridan fainted, and 
the orator himself sunk down' to cover his face with his hands, 
overawed by the figures which his own imagination had con- 
jured up. 
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cvom,o from (.l,c thcir desire re., ore 

t o old system i m,d tl,c reforms ivliid, Slier Shnl, 
nltcmplcd, mid tl,c greet Akber nccomplisl.eei, 
ended to jimfoct llic existing system, not to 

,Vrf'o'r"'f* ‘''“t “if ll'c s„h- 

S countries) wore satisfied 

mth the old and csInWislicd taxes, lliose taxes 
aliould 1.0 confirn,ed.'-t The Mogul emperors 

ortho” n- r'’ “’^pcclness 

of the Hindoos the varied accounts irhich 

m"n„r"'An 

Tt ritt, f c"<i 

The , nl rTi"”™’ “ '^“iebrated Tudor Jluli.t 

- Tven uf„r “"d»ct of 

revenue officers arc in liberality of snirif • 

justice of intention, not at all bol.iid our moTt 

I'epee: pareeque le nombre des conquerans TJu? T'"' 
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tain classes, consigns the female infants to imme- 
diate death. 

And first, to tahc a more extended glance. 

Infanticide is a world-wide crime. Except the 
land of our own Saxon forefathers, we can scarce 
name a country unstained by the blood of its infant 
children. j\Ien of letters and refinement have 
equalled the savage and surpassed the brute in 
this special ferocity. In all continents, in Europe, 
Asia, Afnca, and America, in almost every island 
from the rocks of Iceland to the i*eefs of the 
Pacific, the hand of the parent has been lifted 
against his child. The usual cause in other coun- 
tries has been want or luxury ; in India, cither 
superstition or pride. Before the time of English 
domination thousands of hapless children were 
thrown as votive offerings to the river gods. These 
sacrifices have been stayed ; but still, as we write, 
hundreds of infant females are being hurried out 
of the world, victims to the pride of their parents. 

Let us examine the source of this particular 
pride, which has proved so tragical to the Raj- 
pootnec girls. Like other martial and gallant 
races, the early Rajpoots were not insensible to 
the claims of chivalry. Their women were free. 
Instead of being mewed up, as is now their lot, in 
the female apartments, all reasonable liberty was 
granted to them. Some privileges of the ladies, 
indeed, remind us of the best days of Romance, 
and carry us away to the western world, and to 
the days of Charlemagne or the Crusades. The 
distressed Eajpootnee damsel, or the forlorn matron 
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able guidance of Shahjehan.* After Shahjeban 
came Aurungzebe, from whose time the revenue 
system began to decline. Let us pause here to 
notice what a very slight acquaintance with Indian 
history will teach us, that it requires a great mind 
to grapple with and master the difficulties of the 
Indian land revenue system. The greatest generals, 
the most able politicians amongst the Mahomedans, 
have been the best revenue officers. When talent 
and energy were lost amidst a refined and effemi- 
nate sensuality, when justice and liberality were 
forgotten amidst the universal thirst for gold, the 
revenue administration was the first to suffer. Au- 
rungzebe, though not generally deficient as a poli- 
tician, made one fatal error: he thrust out the 
Hindoo officers from all posts of importance in the 
revenue service. Whilst he was thus wantonly de- 
stroying a system which his predecessors had so 
carefully matured, his rival Sevajee was deeply 
cementing the foundations of the Mahratta dynasty, 
by a minute attention to the agricultural prosperity 
of his conquests. And so, whilst the power of the 
Mogul declined, the Mahrattas got bolder and 
stronger, until at last the Emperor of Delhi was a 
mere captive puppet in their hands. 

Let us now glance at a plan of I'evenue manage- 
ment, which may be termed, for want of a more 
accurate name, tbe Zemindarree system. One of 

* Shahjehan, however, yielding to the arguments of his able 
adviser and minister Saadoollah, was inclined to adopt a less 
detailed mode of collection than Akber had established. 
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with the right of occupation and possessi 
lands named in the zcniindarrce sunud. 
natural that the Viceroys, in choosing pe. 
the office of revenue contractor, should pre 
of local influence and experience. It th 
pened that the persons who acquired zemi. 
riffhts were often already endowed nith ligh 
dial and hereditary. The most grasping ai 
scrupulous of the Rajpoot or Brahmin commu 
themselves members of a village community 
at the most only prhm infer pores, struggle 
obtain the imperial patent, with which, when 
hod got it, they exterminated all rights save t 
own. Such, at least, was the process in Ben, 
which destroyed the village communities. Amon 
the sturdier clans of Behar, Benares, and the Dm 
the talookdar did his best to imitate the zemind 
of Bengal*, but his success, owing to the temper * 

' the people, was not so complete. He might haras 
; and depress, but he could not destroy the spirit o 
' the clans. Grants of large tracts in reward ot 
military or political services, occasionally made by 
the i\Iahonicdans, and frequently b}' the Mahratta 
powers, afltected the village communities much as 
the zemindarrec grants which we have been desenb- 
ino-. Nor were religious and charitable grants over 
. expensive tracts uncommon. In all these cases, it 
is plain enough that the state can only alienate its 
i omi right, Hz. the right to collect the land-tax, 

; whether payable in money or in kind. But in the 
i general scramble for wealth and power, which 
Lgan with the decline of the Mogul emperors, the 
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maiden threw the mala, or garland, over the 
favoured swain. These assemblies broke up some- 
times in so much heat, that at last it was found im- 
possible with safety to convene them. To this day, 
in the mid Doad, as the sun enters the summer 
solstice, the village youth while away the glowing 
nights with the chant of “ Ala and Oodun,” In 
these and other such romaunts we learn how readily 
the disappointed suitors flew to arms, and, with all 
their love turned into hate, pursued the accepted 
rival. So much noble blood was shed on an oc- 
casion of this sort in the warfare between Jyechund 
and Pirthee Eaj, that from that day no mala has 
been thrown. The Rajpoot tribes, convulsed by 
internal dissensions, and hardened by frequent 
warfare, forgot their old chivalrous ways. The 
gentler sex, who had caused the mischief, wei’e 
the first to sufi’er, and their liberty was changed 
into thraldom. When they could no longer woo 
or be wooed by fair means, they must be won at 
all events, and the sword became the arbiter of 
their lot. The stronger of the Rajpoots began to 
carry off, by force of arms or by stratagem, the 
marriageable women of other cognate tribes. This 
practice gave new life to the old Hindoo supei'- 
stition* of the inferior position of the father-in-law. 
The son-in-law became, more than ever, the social 
superior of his father-in-law. If the wife were 

* “The point of honour is carried so far, that it is reckoned 
disgraceful to receive any assistance in after-life from a son- 
in-law or brother-in-law.” — Elfuinstone’s India, vol. i. 
p. 358. 
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Bengal. A committee of revenue sat in Calcutta, 
under the eye of the Government. In 1785, Has- 
tings resigned office ; he ivas succeeded hy Mr. 
IMacpherson, whose notions on revenue matters 
appear to haA'c heen sound. It was with the Hew 
of restoring the ancient revenue system that Mr. 
James Grant ivas appointed to the office of Serish- 
tadar. An enthusiastic admirer of the Mogul 
dynastv, he would have restored the system of Akber 
and Tuder Mull. It would, we hclicvc, have heen 
a happy thing for Bengal had his counsels heen 
followed. All sound statesmen in the East saw the 
necessity for research, before any permanent mea- 
sures affecting the land revenue could with safety 
or justice be "adopted. Of this necessity no man 
washetter aware than Warren Hastings; hut un- 
happilv, at this time, any measure which Hastings 
approved Avas at once condemned hy a powerful and 
noisy party in England. Philip Francis had re- 
corded his opinion, that AHthout a fixed assess- 
ment of the land no other measui-es Avhatsoever can 
save the country.”'* On Avhat data this fixed 
assessment was to he grounded we cannot tell ; but, 
so far as Francis ivas concerned, it was not^ to rest 
upon the basis of sound experiment and inquirj'. 
With characteristic ignorance of Indian subjects, 
he opposed every proposal for securing the rights of 
he Byots (by which term the ancient village com- 
mnities Avere intended) to the perpetual and undis- 

* See an elaborate minute of his, slufied with quotations 
n. Adam Smith, Sir James Stuart, and Montesquieu.— 
venue Selections, p. 439. 
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nicnts to (he State must be fixed at once and Jb, 
ever ! All measures for ascertaining the value ol 
this apparently inestimable boon were forbidden. 
Surveys, measurements, and other such ordinary 
common-sense processes, would not please the young' 
aristocracy ; — so thought the Governor-general, and 
nio doubt justly enough. In vain did the mild voice 
of the experienced Shore plead for delay : in vain 
did he urge that our limited information forbade a 
measure so sudden, so vast, and so irrevocable. 
Cornwallis persisted. The broad lands of Bengal 
were given away at an unequal and erring rate to 
the land-jobbing zemindars of Bengal, and for 
ever! The village communities, who had outlived 
the convulsions and demise of the Mogul empire, 
went down to the very dust, to be trampled upon 
by every village tjTant, to lead a sort of Ishmael 
life, — their hands against every man, and every 
man’s hand against them. We have called this 
boon to the zemindars apparenthj inestimable. But 
there is a fatality attending all attempts at legis- 
lating for India in England. Give us English 
honesty, justice, and independence for India, but 
spare us English law. By the code which intro- 
duced the permanent settlement, it was ruled that 
before a zemindar could force his tenant to pay his 
rent, the justice of the demand might be disputed 
in the civil courts by the tenant, and the payment j 
deferred pendente lite. Yet the zemindars were to ' 
pay their revenue to Government to the day. The ; 
result may easily be imagined ; the tenants dis- 
puted, the rents were unpaid, the revenue could i 
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“ The owner of a hyde of land, whether Seesodea, 
“ Eahtore, or Chohan, would scorn the hand of a 
“ Jareja princess.”* "What, then, is a Rajpoot father 
to do with his marriageable daughters ? He must, 
it is clcai', seek a husband for them in a rank equal 
to his own, or in a higher rank. But if his own 
subdivision he hiah, if he he a Chohan or a Rah- 
tore, he will not easily find such a son-in-laiv ; or if 
he do find him, will have to pay high in hard coin 
for blood and rank. And this is why a Rajpoot 
mourns when a daughter is born to him, and re- 
joices when he has a son. The one brings dis- 
grace, anxiety, or at the least heavy expense upon 
his house ; the other increases his wealth and his 
dignity. 

So far, then, we have attempted to trace the 
domestic position of the Rajpoot girls. ITiis posi- 
tion is a false one. So, it may be said, is that of 
thousands of their sisters in Europe, who suffer 
from the prevailing scarcity of husbands. But, in 
the western world, we have long had convents to 
receive the unmarried women, and, what is better, 

! we have no false private code of morals ruling, as 
in India, that celibacy is a disgrace. Hundreds of 
our best and most useful persons are unmarried 
women. The state which Christianity has sanc- 
tified, heathenism has more than debased; it has 
annihilated. There is no such element in Indian 
society as that which the adult unmarried female 
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not be collected, and that monstrous evil, the sale 
of estates for revenue balances, began. Confusion 
= increased as the lands became the subject of a 
general scramble. A set of cunning speculators, 
who bad managed to learn enough of the new sys- 
tem for their own ends — rascals, in comparison with 
1 whom the zemindars of Cornwallis were respectable, 

I were fast becoming proprietors of the country. "I he 
j zemindars were falling so fast, that, to save them 
: from annihilation, it became necessary to pass a 
i new law.* This law enabled the zemindar to come 
j down summarily upon defaulting tenants. Some 
\ such expedient had been made inevitable by the 
previous blunders of the legislature. We shudder 
to contemplate the condition of the tenants, whose 
forefathers had been in the long enjoyment of 
landed rights, but who were now given over to a 
worse than Egyptian bondage. A few extracts 
from the official records of those days will show 
whether our language, when mourning over the 
grave of all agricultural freedom and independence 
in Bengal, is too strong. The Nizamut Adawlut, 
the chief court of criminal judicature in the country, 
informs the Governor-general in 1809, * "Wq aie 

“convinced that some qualification of the power 
“ now vested in the landholders, farmers, and 
“ under-renters, to recover alleged arrears of rent 
“ by distress, without any previous investigation of 
“ the claim of arrear, is indispensably. necessary to 
“ secure the tenants of the land from oppression 


* Reg. VII. 1799. 
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SO gracefully supplies in Europe. A woman in 
India must marry, or she must cease to he. The 
conventional rules, then, of society, in' which the 
Rajpoot for some centuries past has found himself, 
left him but this option, — to give up his pride or 
his daughters. 

On a former occasion* we have sketched the 
Rajpoot character; we then described him as ex- 
ceedingly proud and only moderately humane : so, 
when the question came whether he should part 
with his humanity or his pride, the evil part of his 
nature gained the victory. We will not call it an 
easy victory ; they who know the Rajpoot best are 
aware of his moody sufferings,! of the discontent 
and discomfort of his soul when he condemns his 
infant girls to death : but still he has shown little 
hesitation as to the course he should pursue. The 
girls of the highest Rajpoot clans have, since the 
days of Pirthee Raj, been sacrificed, hundreds of 
families sparing not one female. The hiatus thus 
caused has been filled up by the daughters of the 
humbler tribes, and the men of the humblest tribes 
liavc often been sore pushed to find a wife at all. 
When man sets himself up against his Maker, and 
dares thus habitually to mar His handiwork, what 

• See “ Notes on the Landed Tenures,” Benares Magazine 
for October 1850. 

t It is well known at Mynpoorie that the late Rajah Diileer 
Singh, wlien a female infant was made away will) in his fort, 
ti<e<] to be restless and iinliappy, giving away money, a horse, 
or an elephant to the Brahmins, as though .to expiate the crime. 
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zemindar of tliat province, will have given them 
the power, and they have never wanted the in- 
clination, -to extinguish the rights of this class, so 
that no remnants of them will soon be discoverable,” 
It is needless to add to these quotations, but we 
mav well pause to ask, whether the words of Lord 
Hastings have been prophetic? What arc now the 
rights of the village proprietors in Bengal? Have 
they been extinguished? Especially we may ask, 
has the Bengal Government taken advantage of 
the opportunities given by the survey of the land 
now in progress to record and to establish such 
rights as have surnved to this day ? 

The Court of Directors, when it was too late, 
became aware of the mistakes which had been 
made in Bengal. For some time after the death 
of the jMarquis of Cornwallis, the system of reve- 
nue administration, introduced under his auspices, 
was considered to be a master-stroke of policy. 
The sagacious Wellesley applauded it, and hastily 
promised an extension of the permanent settlement 
to the ceded and conquered provinces north-west 
if Bengal.'*' This promise was renewed by Lord 
\Iinto, with the proviso of the sanction of the 
hurt of Directors.t This sanction was never 
anted. In Lord Minto’s time we find the home 
ihorities gradually opening their eyes to the 
or which they had conimitted. In ISll, in the 
itest terms, they forbade an extension of the 

* .See Reg. XXV., I?:3- erz Ee-g- IX., ISD5. 
t Reg. X., II 07. 
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can be expected but vexation and disappointment ? 
And thus we see bow tbe cruel absurd pride of 
these Rajpoots lias ended. 

We find a body of men endowed alike with 
many noble qualities, and all of the same caste. 
But in this caste there are subdivisions, some of 
which the voice of custom has pronounced to be 
high and some low. The high cannot get husbands 
of sufficient rank for their daughters, — so they kill 
! them ; the low being in the mean time obliged to 
' go without wives at all. Where, might we ask, is 
the vaunted Reason of man when Pride is allowed 
to sb ut the light of God from the soul ? 

But we desist ; the subject before us requiring, 
as old Hooker would say, “not railing, but 
reasons.” The question occurs, Cannot tbe mind 
of the European, backed by his power (a power 
greater than Eastern nation or emperor ever saw), 
cannot the European with all his vantage ground 
put down such a miserable practice as this of mur- 
dering little children? This question is not to be 
answered at once, for the evil to be mastered is not 
in men’s bodies only, but in their souls ; not only 
in their acts, but in their motives. A crime, which 
nips the budding life fresh from the hand of God, 
seems left for God to punish. Man has not time 
nor place to step in. The life of a new-born child, 
we all know, at the best hangs on a single thread. 
To snap this, any treatment less tender than the 
caress which even the beast of the forest bestows 
upon her young, will suffice. 

The mere neglect of the ordinary precautions of 
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Bengal system to llic north-west.' Early In 1812 
the Court express a doubt whether, after all, the 
principle of the permanent settlement he so clearly 
right as to render its universal adoption desirable. 
In 1815 their language becomes a little more plain, 
and ‘‘ the great mistakes which unquestionably oc- 
curred in forming the permanent settlement” are 
commented upon freely enough. In short, the 
bubble had biu*st ; the permanent settlement was 
found to have been a mistake.- 

Thus far we have endeavoured to trace the 
origin of landed property, such as we now find it, 
in the Bengal presidency, and we have noted the 
efiects of the permanent settlement upon the landed 
proprietors in Bengal proper. Turn we now to the 
north-west. Gradually, as we recede from Bengal, 
setting our faces towards the sources of the Ganges, 
we begin to meet with men of stouter frame and 
tougher texture. And now% as at length we sti'etch 
over the vast level Doab between the Ganges and 
Jumna, we find ourselves amongst those soldier- 
cultivators, whom we have described in the graphic 
terms of Lord Metcalfe.t Bred under a severer 
climate, agriculturists and soldiers by taste,' some- 
times robbers from necessitv, the clans of the north- 
west, through every political storm, have clung fast 

* “ The object of the present dispatch,” says the Court, “ is 
“ to caution you in the most pointed manner against pledging 
“ us to the extension of the Bengal fixed assessment to our newl 
“ acquired territories ,” — Letter to the Bengal Governrnen 
11 th November, 1811, 

t Ante, p. 46. 
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to tlioir villniic laiul?. 'rime will not permit us to 
dwell at any length on the details of our earlier 
administration in the eeded or compiered jirovinces. 
An extension of the permanent settlement, as we 
have already ohserved. had heon ])romisod uncon- 
(Uthnnlhl hy Ltird 'Wellesley, and cmtdliinualh/ hy 
Lord ^iint^). The condition was the sanction of 
the Court of DircuUors, who, very fortunately, did 
not Errant it. Lord Miuto Innicd at “ tin'- dnn- 

to he exjieeted irom the dis- 
appointment of the landholders of the upper pro- 
vinces if the boon were longer delayed.” But the 
Court had erown wary, and as for the landholder.^, 
the sample thev got of the Bengod revenue legis- 
lation in the operation of the land sale laws which 
had been introduced was (piito enough for them ; 
in fact, when .<ome years later tin; Marquis of 
Hastings made a tour through the provinces — a 
tour, too, for the very ptirpose of inquiry into the 
condition of the landed classes — we believe that he 
ivas not once reminded of the promises of Lord 
dinto or Lord \\ ellesley. 1 he Marquis hy this 
me was aware, that there would he more of danger 
attempting to introduce the Bengal policy than 
declining to extend it to the north-west. Up to 
> year 1H22, if the acts of the (Revenue) legis- 
ire had been feeble and uncertain, so had the 
’codings of the executive been most faulty, per- 
ed, and irregular. Do wc blame the early 
nts of Government if their acts were arbitrary, 
councils irresolute ? Certainly not ; our early 
issioners and collectors in the north-west were 
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an easy thing to put down such a crime as this.* 
Young and ardent men advocate a sort of physical- 
force system j older and more experienced heads 
are all for moral suasion and expostulation. A 
via media between the extremes of inquisitorial 
severity and mere protestation is, we believe, the 
right course. On the whole, we think that in our 
own provinces the delicacy shown to the feehngs of 
a race, who show so little common humanity them- 
selves, has been carried quite far enough ; and we 
proceed to give our reasons for advocating a little 
more general and direct supervision of the Rajpoots 
of the N. W, Provinces than has yet been consi- 
dered necessary. Before doing so we may just 
remark, that we do not blame the magistrates of 
Upper India, who, although they have put do^vn' 
almost all open violent crime, have not as j’et been 
able to cope with this secret wickedness. It is 
only lately that much attention has been directed 
to statistical inquiry, and, without such inquiry, 

* Uader the old Roman law infanticide was winked at, and 
the crime was easily put down when it was made by Valentinian 
and his colleagues (by including such murders in the Cornelian 
law) a capital offence to expose a child. In India, a law (XXL 
1795) similar to that of the Roman Emperor was promulgated 
in the end of the last century, but with very different effect ; that 
is to say, with scarcely any effect at all upon the cruel habits of 
the people. A sufficient reason for this may, perhaps, be found 
in the different domestic habits of the people. A Roman lived 
comparatively in public, and could only make away with his 
child by sending it to a distant forest or other exposed place. 
A Rajpoot lives in private, with high walls enclosing a consi- 
derable area ; and in his domestic privacy the crime of infanti- 
cide can be practised with little risk of detection. 
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^vorldntv in the davlc, or, at best, were as mariners 
in a troubled and dangerous sen without chart or 
' compass. Ignorant of the tenures of the country, 
they were obliged (o trust to powerful and m- 
terested subordinates, who led them astray. Or 
when, in spite of obstacles, they had gamed some- 
; thing of local knowledge and cxpmcncc, their 

* hands were tied by the laws which they ac- 
ministered. 

That monsinim. horrcmhim, the sale-law^ ot_ 
Bengal, had been imported; a law alike unsuited 

• to the habits, feelings, and genius of the pcop c, 
and, as we believe, to the real interests of the 

’■ State The scramble which had taken place in 
' Lngal was acted over again in the north-west. 

' But the stout Rajpoot was not to be tamed like ^ 
the effeminate Bengalee. A war of land-holder | 
an-ainst decrec-holder, auction-purchaser, a^d allj 
other intruders, began, which has left indelible . 
marks upon the history and condition of the people | 
at large. Law failing, luck failing, the stubborni 
husbandman had recourse to the last argument,— j 
indeed, too often the first argument with a Rajpoot, / 
—the club or the tulwar. Open affrays, nightly ; 
assassinations, endless and bloody feuds, spread/ 
over the land. All the clubs and swords, however,; 
could not deter sharp men from studying our re-: 
venue practice, in order to obtain a title to lands. 
The excitement of the ordinary law courts wm 
tame compai-ed with tbatwhieh our revenue officer 
afforded. As the sale-day came round, whilst th 
defaulting landholder was either kept by the coi 
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to the work.* A short, but stringent and effectual, 
law was passed.! The impossibility of bringing 
disputes to a crisis bad hitherto stopped surveys, 
settlements, and everything else. A remedy, simple 
.and equitable, was provided. The collector was 
empowered, in disputed cases, to summon a village 
jury, and to carry out their award at once. Another 
cause of delay had been the enormous demand upon 
the collector’s time and patience for the arrange- 
ment of minor details. These were wisely handed 
over to native or other qualified subordinates, with 
powers to act as deputy-collectors. No effort, no 
expense, was spared to set on foot that gi’eat and 
noble work, the survey and settlement of the north- 
western provinces. Under the auspices of Lord 
Bentinck the chief Board of Eevenue gi'adually 
matured their plans. 'With the aid of some of the 
best talent which the Service could supply a scheme 
was completed, which to the scope and liberality of 
Akberis policy added the exactness of European 
science. The work was carried out ably and zea- 
lously, and eight years saw every village in the 
north-western provinces measured, eveiy field 
mapped. We must satisfy ourselves by hastily no- 


* Our great revenue reformers have not always been trained 
in any existing revenue sciiool. Monro laid down the sword to 
ntroduce the ryolwar system at Madras. Holt Mackenzie be- 
anged to the Secretariat; and Robert Martens Bird, before he 
as called to the Revenue Board by Lord William Bentinck, 
id on the judicial bench become acquainted with the defects of 
r revenue system, 
t Reg. IX., 1S33. 
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tion to the crime in the Benares Province ; but, 
beyond declaring the criminality of the act, -vve are 
not aware that he put into execution any measures 
for its prevention. We believe he recommended 
that the. Kajpoofnee gilds should have dowers paid 
them by Government. The Court of Directors 
negatived this proposal, and no wonder, lest good 
men who killed no daughters and got no dowei's 
might be tempted to imitate the Eajpoots’ ex- 
ample. 

At a later j)criod, as we learn from an interest- 
ing article in the “Calcutta Review,”* Mr. R. 
hlontgomcrv, when magistrate of Allahabad, set 
earnestly to work to put down infanticide amongst 
some of the Rajpoots. His measures bear the 
practical stamp which has marked all the pro- 
ceedings of this distinguished public officer. “In 
*• the first place,” says he, “ I appointed a chu- 

“ occasion of llie visit of tlie biirkund.aii7.c, a neighbour's child 
“ was shown. There was reason to suspect that Gundurrnp 
“ Singii, and Miissummutt Bukt Kenwur his wife, liad destroyed 
“ their cliild. Tliey had left their village ; but in January were 
“ brought in, and tlicir case investigated. Tliere were very 
“ strong grounds for suspicion, but not enough to justify a 
“ commitnient till later, when intelligence w’as received from 
“ Shajehanpore that these persons had been over to a village in 
“ that district to borrow a child, with the object of personating 
“ an infant which it was supposed they had destroyed. This 
“ transaction being fully proved, and the bones of an infant 
“ being dug up in Gundurrnp Sing’s out-house, for which he 
“ could give no account, he and his wife were committed to 
“ take their trial for murder, and Bhubootee Singh as accessory' 
“ after the fact.” 

* “ Calcutta Review,” No. 2, on Female Infanticide. 
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<• NO'J’KS ON Till-; NOUTU-WKK'I'KHN 

II IH im])o.ssil)]o to doiiy tlint llioir efforts have 
)Con sticcessfiil. 'J'iierc is at, present a lucifl order 
aiul economy al)oiit. llio revenue system to n’liicli 
no Ollier brancli of tlic administration can pretend 
with any sort of justice. Our Police, our Civil 
Courts, niiylit well be imj)rovcfl ; our revenue man- 
agement in the north-west seems alone to progress 
steadily towards excellence. A reform so great and 
so rapid must in its course meet \vitb opposition, 
and give cause for bostility. Amongst the servants 
of Government, some of the most estimable, whose 
station and habits removed them from much contact 
with the mind of the people, took their estimate of 
the settlement from their native acquaintance 
amongst the higher ranks. 

There may have been other reasons, too, for the 
prejudice inlh which some of what may be called 
the old school regarded this gi*cat measure. With 
them we seek no controversy. Nor will we stay to 
dispute the point with those who call the necessary 
lowering of the Government demand, owing to the 
effects of the lamentable drought and dearth of the 
years 1SS7 and 1838, a breaking down of the set- 
tlement. We care not to argue with opponents who 
attribute the visitations of God to the devices of 
man. Let such take their stand with the gentle- 
man at Bombay, who has traced the ravages of the 
cholera to the salt monopoly of the East India Com- 
pany, But, in truth, now that the improved revenue 
system has had time to work, and to prove its w'orth, 

I it needs no apology or defence. The greatest hap- 
’.piness of the greatest number has, as far as possible, 
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scheme, nor yet presses so heavily on the Rajpoot 
pride as j\rr. Monti^^omery’s system. 

We must recollect what the Rajpoot once was 
in lietter days. No Norman knight at the court 
of Rouen, or in the days of 'I'ancrcd, could show 
more delicate devotion to the gentle sex than did 
the early princes of Rajpootana. This spirit is 
quenched ; their martial habits arc, under our 
system, necessarily decaying. We must take heed 
lest we rob them of what alone is left them, — their 
self-respect. In devising measures for putting down 
female infanticide amongst the Rajpoots, the advice 
of men of other castes cannot be trusted. Hindoo 
and ^Mahometan would alike rejoice to ride rough- 
shod over the pride of the Thakoor, and jealousy 
easily puts on the cloak of virtuous indignation : 
yet, regard as we may their feelings, something 
may be done, and perhaps something more than 
has yet been done in general, to let the Rajpoot 
feel that the eye of the Anglo-Saxon is upon him, 
and that his sins shall some day find him out. 

Happily we are not left here to mere specula- 
! tion. The experiment of a modified and regulated 
: supervision has been tried, during the last six )"ears, 
j over a considerable tract of country, in the head- 
quarters of one of the chief Rajpoot tribes, and 
with no small success. 

Many of our readers wall recollect the famine 
of 1838, (none, indeed, who were then in the N. W. 
Provinces will ever forget it,) when mothers sold 
their children for a morsel of bread, when the rage 

c 
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“ and people themselves, who, of course, were in 
“ numbers all about me on these occasions, and 
“ told them I knew the cause, and should look 
" after them in future.” 

Mr. Unwin acted with zeal and discretion, and 
above all things (in India) with At 

once and on his own responsibilitj’^ he established a 
..system of watchful inspection, which was thus 
described by the officiating magistrate of Myn- 
poorie (in 184)8), in reply to a call for information 
from the Court of Directors : — * 

“ In Chohan villages the watchmen are ordered to give in- 
“ formation of the birth of a female child forthwith at the police 
“ station. A burkundauze goes to the house and sees the child, 
“ the thanadav informs the magistrate, upon which an order is 
“ passed, that after one month the health of the new-born child 
“ should be reported. The watchmen are further bound to give 
“ information if any illness attack the child, when a superior 
“ police-officer (either thanadar, jemadar, or mohurrir), at once 
“ goes to the village, sees the child, and sends a report to the 
“ magistrate. In suspicious cases the body of the child is sent 
“ for and submitted to the Civil Surgeon.” 


of Kurowlie, near Jyepoor. Beyond this we do not think they 
often go, — or, to use their own phraseology, loiver than this. 
The chief Chohan families in the mid Doab are at Mynpoorie, 
Rujore, Etah, Ekah, Chukurnuggur, and Purtabneir. The 
Budhoreea Goth is originally the same as the Chohan, but 
intermarriage is now allowed between the two tribes. 

Mr. Unwin received cordial assistance from Jlr. Robert 
Thornhill, at that time Joint-Magistrate of Mynpoorie, whose 
attention, as well as that of every officer who has since been in 
the district, has been constantly given to watch the working of 
Mr. Unwin’s scheme. 
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from being a ridiculous incident. When the people 
see that the highest authorities in the land take an 
interest in their social or domestic reforms, those 
reforms receive an impetus which no lesser influ- 
ences can give them. The very next year after 
the investiture of the Rajah, the number of female 
infants pi’eserved in the district was trebled ! Fifty- 
seven had been saved in 184*5 ; in 184*6, one hundred 
and eighty were preserved ; and the number has 
gone on steadily increasing ever since. This is 
the best answer to those who would sneer at the 
paternal style of Government, and who would advo- 
cate mere red-tape, law, and bayonets for the people 
of India. 

Influence is everything in Hindostan. Indeed 
in all countries good goverament, like true religion, 
depends upon influences and motives quite as much 
as upon mere rules and restrictions. In England, 
influence does much ; in India, we repeat, it does 
all. To go against the laio is nothing to the native_ 
of India, but he rarely consents to go against .the 
magistrate. When a government of mere law 
comes in, when codes instead of men are to rule 
India, the sooner the English are oflf to their ships 
the better. Let us see wdiat local influence, sup- 
ported by the influence of the Government, but 
scarcely assisted by legal sanction, has done for the 
suppression of female infanticide in Mynpoorie. 
In 184*3, not a single female Chohan infant was to 
be found in the district ; at the present moment 
there are fourteen hundred girls living, between the 
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Names of Pergunnelis. 

Boys 6 years 
and under. 

Girls 6 years 
and under. 

Re MARKS. 

Ghurour 

297 

194 


Souj 

376 

219 


Kurhul 

52 

33 

Tlie distribution 

Koorowlie 

33 

17 

of the 1263 girls 

Mustufabad and She- 1 

- 


into their respective 

koabad J 

474 1 

299 

thannahs will he 

Kishnee Nnbbee Gunge 

261 

102 

found in the last 

Muncbuna 

364 

246 

column of the pre- 

Bbowgong 

283 

150 

ceding table.* 

Aleepoor Puttee 

21 

3 


Total ... 

2161 

1263 



* In 1850, inquiries were made in 66 villages as to the com- 
parative number of children in existence amongst the Chohan 
Thakoors, the Patuk Aheers (who are suspected of practising 
female infanticide), and other classes. The boys of six years 
old or under numbered 2770, the girls 2004. 

Of these, Chohans have 614 boys to 293 girls. 

Patuk Aheers 120 ,, 94 „ 

Other Castes 2036 ,, 1617 „ 

Total . . 2770 Boys. 2004 Girls. 

From a census lately taken in the neighbouring district of 
Etaweh, it appears, that 8253 boys of ten years and under were 
found to 4589 girls. Yet, in 1849, the births of 479 boys 
were reported, and as many as 716 girls. 

It is notorious all over the world, that it is only in highlv- 
civilized, and probably we might say Christianised societies, that 
the females who are reared by their parents equal in number 
the males. In India, where the male child is, owing to the 
peculiar religious tenets of the people, so much de.'ired, the 
daughters are never cared for as the sons are, and the number 
reared even in families who do not practise infanticide is not 
equal to that of the sons. .Still the disproportion amongst the 
Chohans is so great, that taken alone, even if other proof were 
wanting, it would go far to prove the prevalence of female infar- 
ticide. 


24- 


.o-n-.s o. -rnn .0, 


„„v vcnte. «H1. 

W„ will not , re« our conv.ct.on 

n ^YiU PViflicc to escaped 

wLereas formerly ««« ,,,e,ervc.l. 

Inruf cone tJ> i„tei* titncs tneii 

" tnth callantry *, , the head of 

„a *e sum reqmred, „„„ tlmn 

indisponsuWe = i„o 

• 'Ve I- nor soir, .0^00^0 .n^e 0 , 0 » 

., LbW on rbeso I, Tl,o inn*.. n,e *0 

/ « praise of the virwe volume of precc on 

: r:r; :: - r r ."“;:;-v 

=Snaem.ne.isoo.r...Cb.n..eHn 


(( ( 


PROVINCES OF INDIA. 


25 

■most men can aiford. Hence the Rajpoot father 
has hecn driven to the alternative of sacrificing his 
family pride* or his daughters. He has., preferred 

simio Avliat. he considers, shame, and has carried his 

prejudices so far, that in certain parts of the 
country the female children have all been system- 
atically destroyed. But it appears that a regulated 
system of espionage and supervision, supported by 
the influence of the Grovernment and of the local 
authorities, has been found effectual to the putting 
down of this crime to a considerable extent. 

The question remains, and a very interesting 
question it is, What more can bo done ? If half of 
the females have been saved, let us set to work to 
preserve the remainder. In the first place, it might 
he well to extend the ]\Iynpoorie system of super- 
vision to all districts in which the infant females 

“ star of the Rajpoots) ‘ on the marriage of his daughter with 
“ Pirthiraj ; btil he filled them with the praises of mankind.' 
“ The same bard retails every article of these dnejas or dowers, 
“ which thus becomes precedents for future ages; and the 
“ ‘ lac passao’ then established for the chief bardai has be- 
“ come a model to posterity- -Even now the Rana of Oodipoor, 
“ in his season of poverty, at the recent marriage of his daugh- 
“ ters, bestowed the gift of a lac on the chief bard ; though 
“ the articles of gold, horses, clothes, X-c. were included in the 
“ estimate, and at an undue valuation, which rendered the gift 
“ not quite so precious as in the days of the Chohan. Were bonds 
“ taken from all the feudal chiefs, and a penal clause inserted 
“ of forfeiture of their fief by all who exceeded a fixed nuptial 
“ expenditure, the axe would be laid to the root, the evil would 
“ be checked, and the heart of many a mother” (and we may 
add, father) “ be gladdened, by preserving at once the point of 
“ honour and their child.” — Tod’s Annals of Rajasthan. 
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No one can converse much •with the Rajpoots 
thcmpclvcs on this matter without, being asked, Why 
does not the hhiglisli Government forhid the ex- 

“ to the snnio piinistinicnt ns wc I)nvc resolved upon for 
“ llutsc \vl>o may conimil infauliritle. As to llw statement that 
“ alien a prepiinnl woman draws iiearlicr lime we send her over 
” to tlic Muiliallnli territories, witli a view to destroy llie infant’s 
“ life if a jiirl, and after tloin<' so the motlie.r is recalled ; \vc Ucg 
“ to say, til, it iilihoiicli this is not the fact, we have determined 
“ as a prudent nu nsiirc, that if any one among; our class should 
•' semi over his pregnant wife to the Mtirhattah territories with 
•‘the intention of destroying the child if a girl, that we will e.v- 
•' cotnnninirate him. 

" In regard to the marri.igc of girls we have come to these 
“ rosolntions, viz. that as it is not jiislifiahh; for the father of 
“ the hoy to cause the father of the girl to enter into such con- 
“ dilions as to marriage settlement as suit his wishes, only before 
“ closing the nuptial contract (liccnuse, if the girl’s fatlier be 
“ poor, the marriage cannot take place, and tuusl be necessarily 
“ pul off), wc therefore propose that tlic headmen of the village 
“ slionhl arr.rngc the dower according to the circumstances in 
“ life of the gill’s fatlier, and to this arrangement he must con- 
“ sent : and tliai whenever the girl's fatlier receives a proposal 
“ from the hoy's fatlier, he should immediately declare tliat he 
“ is willing to abide by llic decision of the arbitrators or licad- 
“ men as to nmouni of dower.” 

In reporting to tlic Government Jlr. Moncklon’s proceed- 
ings, the Commissioner of Agrn, Idr. Robinson, wlio had long 
watched the measures adopted iu the Mynpoorie and Etaweh 
districts for putting down child murder, writes : — 

“ llis honour is well aware that the main incentive to the 
“ practice is tlic enormous expenses that are by custom thrown 
“ on the parents when a daughter is married, and I really be- 
“ lieve that a law, protecting the people from these expenses, 
“ and, under the cloak of the power of Government, saving the 
“ disgrace that attaches to refusing to incur those e.xpenses, 
“ would be gladly received by the people.” 
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tho iinwcr of tlio (lovonimonl employed in supporU 
in>r llie voiee of llie people. 

Let the eliiefK of every tribe, whoso children 
have fallen vie.tinK (o the pride of race, he con- 
vened. Their voiee will, if we mistake not, be 
fonml ready to condemn the time-honoured con- 
v('nliona1ilies which have led tliem into crime. If 
the (Government sanction the voice of the people, 
the Ilajpooi will ijladly fall hack upon such autho- 
rity, and will tlinix to the winds the fetters which 
liave so lon<,f hound him. One stronj; and well- 
sustained effort, and tho victory is ours. The 
voiee of nature, the sanction of laws and religion, 
the common instincts of humanity, — all these arc in 
our favour; and we have hut one enemy, ci/x/o)i}, 
to overcome. “ Immemorial custom," say.s Menu, 
the Indian lawgiver, " is irnusceiulnni law," and 
“ the root of nil pictj/ " and no man who knows 
India will deny the dillieultics of attacking any 
jiractice, however ah.surd or revolting, which has 
the sanction of custom. But, when custom is quite 
opposed alike to law and piety, to the law and the 
religion of the people themselves, it cannot last for 
ever; the victory, though tardy, will he certain. 
Here, again, we need not to work in the dark ; pre- 
cedents arc close at hand. 

"We mentioned a few pages back the Choan 
fort at i^Ij npooric. Within a how-shot of that fort 
is a prosperous city. The richest and most flou- 
rishing families in this city arc Brahmins, as rich • 
and prosperous indeed as the Rajpoots are poor and 
declining. One cause of their prosperity is soon 
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bered.' The penalty itself, and the mode of enforc- 
ing it, must be left to the wisdom of the Govern- 
ment to determine. The experiment on a small 
scale has been tried, and, as it is reported, with 
entire success. The Mairs (in Mairwara) bad long 
practised female infanticide ; but, wishing to give 
up this custom, they came to Colonel Hall and 
said, “ We intreat you to lower the sum of our wed- 
“ ding contracts ; we are unable ourselves to make 
“ the change, but we earnestly beg of you to do so, 
“ binding us all to obedience by heavy penalties.” 
A Convention of the Elders, under the auspices of 
the Superintendent of Mairwara, was called; and 
Col. Dixon gives us the result. (“ Sketch ofMair- 
w'ara,” p. 31.) 

“ At tliis convention it was determined tliat the Gooroo, or 
“ priest, should receive seven rupees on the celebration of a 
“ marriage; the dholee, or minstrel, forty ; and that the remune- 
“ ration to the bride’s father be restricted to 106 rupees. Thus 
“ infanticide received its death-blow through the diminution of 
“ the expense attendant on marriage, which was now brought 
“ within the means of all sections of society. For many 
“ years past no female children have been put to death. The 
“ practice has fallen altogether into desuetude. Indeed, so 
“ greatly have the ideas of the people changed on this and 
“ other usages since the introduction of our rule, that the com- 
“ mission of such an act would now be viewed as a most heinous 
“ crime. Personal advantage has, however, had its weight in- 
“ bringing round the desirable reform. Daughters are no 
“ longer looked upon as a source of trouble and anxiety ; mar- 
“ riage being open to the poorest classes, they are much in re- 
“ quisition. Hence fathers rejoice on the birth of a daughter, 
“ seeing they are now regarded as a source of wealth.” 

Wbat has been done by the simple Mairs may 
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that in Mairwara Jye Singh’s own policy has been 
revived ; that what he could not accomplish has at 
once been carried out by British influence. Why 
should not the same experiment he tried on a larger 
scale ? Why need we to despair of the future fates 
of the Rajpootnee ? What India cannot do for her, 
England can ; cast ofi^ by her own flesh and blood, 
where can she better look for protection than to a 
Government whose power is only equalled by its 
benevolence? Here she must carry her appeal. 
The firm hand of British rule, which has rescued 
the widow from the burning pile, which has shaken 
off the fetter from the slave, which has given free- 
dom to the humblest peasant under its control, that 
hand, let us hope, will, ere long, lead the Rajpoot 
father hack to a sense of parental duty. English 
justice will recover for the Rajpoot’s daughter what 
it has secured for eveiy other subject, — the common 
blessings of life and liberty. 

Since the above Paper was written some further 
steps have been taken by the local authorities, for 
an account of which we refer our readers to the 
subjoined extracts from an Agra newspaper; — 

“ Affra Messenger," for ‘I'ld November, 1851. 

We have been favoured with a copy of a set of resolutions 
passed at a meeting of Chohan Rajpoots in the Mynpoorie dis- 
trict in the present month, and signed by the Rajah and most 
of the influential chiefs of the tribe. As it will interest many 
of our readers, we subjoin a free translation of this document. 

Agreement of Chohan Thakoors in the matter of Marriage 
Expenses. 

“ Since many and great evils have arisen in our tribe owing 

D 
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to the heavy expenses attending the marriage of daughters, we 
the undersigned write the following agreement, and attest the 
same (in the presence of the magistrate of our district), of our 
own free will and accord. According to these resolutions we 
will act, and will induce others to act as far as we can. 

“ Resolution 1st. — We will arrange the marriage expenses 
of our daughters in future according to the following grades ; — 

“ 1st Grade. — This is for Rajahs and Talookdars. The maxi- 
mum to be demanded as dower for a' girl shall be rupees 500. 
bne-third to be paid at the period of Lugun, one-third at the 
door of the bride’s father, and the remainder in ‘ Kuneya 
Dan,' Pin money, Sec. 

‘'2d Grade. — For Zemindars. Maximum dower to be de- 
manded, Rs. 250 ; one-third, &c. 

“3d Grade. — For persons not Zemindars, in easy circum- 
stances, lls. 100, &c. 

“4th Grade. — For all decent men, one rupee. 

“ 2d Resolution. — If the father of any girl chooses of his 
own pleasure to give more than this, we make no objection — 
but if the father of any youth demand more, we will restrain 
him ; if he insist, we will put him out of our caste as a person 
who brings dishonour thereon. 

“ 3d. — Brahmins, bards, and barbers, are in the habit of 
insulting persons who do not spend largely at weddings — ^.we 
undertake, if such insult be offered to us or our friends, at once 
to complain to the magistrate, who will, doubtless, prevent 
abuse being given us. 

“ 4th. — Our wedding procession expenses shall in future be 
moderate, and according to the grade to which we belong.” 

The evils alluded to in the preamble are so many and so 
great, that, as some of our readers know, they have' sufficed to 
overcome the common feelings of humanity, and to cause the 
destruction of female infants by their own parents. This crime 
has for some time past attracted the serious attention of the 
Government and of the local authorities in. some districts. 

We are inclined to believe that a law for the regulation 
of dowers, as lately urged upon the Government by a Avriter in 
the “ Benares Magazine,” might be effectual for the repression 
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fif tlie tinnatiiral practices of tlie Rajpoot clans. But we are 
not sure whether titc plan of scy-lcgislntion, now, ns we learn, 
adopted by the people themselves, docs not at least promise as 
imich as might he expected from any external influences of 
whatever kind. Tlie idea, too, of destroying one noxious super- 
stition by tlic instrumentality of another, is worthy of attention. 
Caslc has done so much harm in its day, that we shall gladly 
sec its forces turned to the extinction of evils whicii casle itself 
has produced. 

We learn from a witness of the Mynpoorie meeting, that 
the resolutions which wo have detailed were received by the 
people, not with a mere decent assent, but with hearty and 
sincere acceptance. This we can easily understand so far as the 
bulk of the people is concerned, but it can be no easy matter 
to persuade tlic cliiefs to pass measures whicli, if tlioroughly 
enforced, must lessen the emoluments and importance of every 
one of them who has a marriageable son. We think the Rajah 
of Ulynpooric deserves especial credit for setting the example in 
so good a work. Nothing, however, can be expected from this 
movement unless the cognate tribes, the Rahtores, Bhiidowreas, 
Kuchwahas, &:c., be induced to unite with the Chohans in tlie 
grand work of self-legislation and social reform. We cannot 
too earnestly impress upon all magistrates the necessity of pusli- 
ing on a quiet, considerate, yet searching inquiry, into the do- 
mestic statistics of tlie Rajpoots in their several districts, 
especially as to the numbers of children living, say from ten 
years and under, of both sexes. It is not in tlie districts wliere 
female infanticide has been most prominently noticed tliat this 
crime is most prevalent. On tlic contrary, it lias been checked 
in those quarters, and perhaps prevails most now where least 
suspected. 

We may return to this interesting, though soiiiewlint diflicult 
subject hereafter. In the meantime, we arc glad to hear tliat 
the Commissioner of Agra is about to preside at a grand meeting 
of Rajpoots, to be held at Mynpoorie at the end of tliis month. 

Our views about Government are pretty well known to the 
public. For European states we should be the last to advocate 
the delusive advantages of a w'ould-be paternal Government;. 
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but in India we arc unable to deny, that a paternal spirit thrown 
into the administration of public afiairs may. accomplish much 
which a mere constitutional policy could never attempt. Nor 
is it unreasonable to suppose that Englishmen who have proved 
themselves so well able to walk alone, and choose their own des- 
tinies in matters of national policy, may, on the whole, be well 
trusted to guide and influence the councils of weaker nations. 
There are cases in which this is particularly clear to the moral 
sense; and it may be generally affirmed, that whilst constitu- 
tionalists will legislate well enough for themselves, when it is 
their humour so to do, it requires the gentle violence of a pater- 
nal rule to lead aright the more wayward and less sophisticated 
members of the human family. Such, at least, are our impres- 
sions after reading the details of the meeting of Rajpoots at 
Mynpoorie, which is to be found in another part of this day’s 
issue. 

These curious tribes are possessed of many good and some 
great qualities, but their whole character is blighted and marred 
by the abominable practice, too common amongst them, of 
“ Female Infanticide.” The great incentive to this crime is the 
inordinate expense which attends the marriage of a Rajpootnee 
damsel. The domestic privacy which these races observe enables, 
them to destroy their newly-born children if they choose, with- 
out detection or public censure. Thus, to avoid the expense of 
marrying a daughter, or the shame of keeping her unmarried at 
home, the parents make up their minds to put her out of the 
way, and the unfortunate girls too often find a grave amidst the 
gloomy galleries of their fathers’ strongholds as soon as they see 
the light. 

Much has been done in the way of surveillance to stop this 
practice ; in some districts half of the girls are now saved, 
and there is reason to believe that continued watchfulness and 
attention may put down the revolting practices altogether. 

In the hope of giving a still more effectual check to crime 
of this sort, the Commissioner of the Agra division and his 
subordinate magistrates have, it seems, determined to commence 
a campaign against those social observances, such as extravagant 
dowers, immoderate assemblages at nuptial processions, &c. &c., 
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which have brought so much injury and dishonour upon the 
Rajpoot name. If they need encouragement in so sensible a 
course, they have only to refer to the oft-repeated advice of the 
present Lieutenant-governor of these provinces, whose object 
we believe has always been to attack the evil in the bud, and 
to recommend prevention where cure seems ^ difficult. 

We gave in a late issue of our paper (22d Nov.) an outline 
of the resolutions to which the Rajpoots of the Mynpoorie dis- 
trict had, at the instigation of the local authorities, subscribed. 
These resolutions were, it appears, offered by the Commissioner 
(supported by the judge of the district and the magistrates), to 
the acceptance of a large body of Rajpoot chiefs, assembled 
from all the surrounding districts. A large number of these 
influential men, after fully considering the proposal, put their 
names to the engagement, which, if as faithfully observed as it 
was warmly undertaken, will restrict marriage expenses for the 
future, and thus save the lives of thousands of innocent children. 

We are not prepared to say that resolutions so formed and 
adopted will, of necessity, be binding and effectual ; but still, 
so far as they go, they are good, and, when error is once clearly 
seen and acknowledged, no one can say that an united protest 
against such error will be ineffectual. There are some crimes 
and follies which are checked by the mere notice which publicity 
may bring upon them. 

However, to return to the point whence we started. If we 
are to have a paternal government for India, let its influences 
ever be exerted, as on the occasion we are noticing, with the 
real paternal spirit. When the voice of authority comes forward 
to plead the same cause as the voice of nature and affection, it 
will find a ready echo in the human breast. 

The Rajpoots of the Doab, who saw the representatives of 
the Government — men, some of them grown grey in the service 
of that Government — standing for many long hours whilst they 
wefe seated around, until every objection had been met, every 
question answered, and almost every name affixed to the future 
charta of their unborn children, — these Rajpoots, we say, will go 
home to tell their families that, though the Government of their 
country is in the hand of foreigners, it is carried on, none the 
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less, by men who are neither strangers to their wants nor in- 
different to their happiness. 

Mynpoorie. — On the 5th of this month, this quiet little 
station was thrown into a state of unusual bustle and excite- 
ment. All sorts of Oriental processions, elephants, camels, 
horses, and ruths, 'were to be seen converging about noon on 
the large plain between the Sessions Court-house and the Jail. 
Hundreds of honest, sturdy-looking pedestrian Rajpoots, each 
with his tulwar under his arm, were trudging along through the 
dust which their wealthier chiefs kicked up. All of these men, 
great and small, liad attended the invitation of Mr. Tyler the 
Commissioner to a grand and solemn meeting, which had been 
convened by him ostensibly for the purpose of lowering marriage 
expenses, but in reality with the object of putting down female 
infanticide, which the said marriage expenses promote. 

A long row of tents was pitched for the accommodation of 
the Rajpoot delegates, open only on one side, facing which was 
a lent for the accommodation of the Commissioner and other 
gentlemen attending the meeting. Knowing as I do the pride 
of the Thakoor chiefs, I watched with some interest this first 
attempt to get a number of them to consult together on a matter 
of social policy. 

As I expected, when the question was proposed to them 
where they would please to take their places, each Rajah said 
that the first place was his due. This matter might easily have 
been arranged ; but there came a worse nodus. A man had 
been invited by mistake, who claimed to sit amongst the Rajahs 
— one Poke Pal Singh of Awa, in the Muttra district. Poke 
Pal is not a Choiian, nor a Rahlore, nor a Budhorea, nor a 
Kuchwaha, but a Jadon. His tribe is considered rather dashed 
with mongrel blood; and, worse than all, he came to represent 
not a real Rajah, but, as the other chiefs said, a Company's 
Rajah. In short. Poke Pal was a parvenu ; and the others, 
who could trace their descent from the sun or the moon, would 
have nothing to say to him. Matters being thus — the chiefs 
dispersed in little knots all over the plain, and politely declining 
the invitation of the Native Deputy-collector to take their places 
in the nntjlis — up drove the Commissioner with the Judge, 
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Magiflratc, .loinl Magislralc, mul other gentlemen who attended 
the meeting. 

Tlie Dcpnly-collcclor suggested that the assembly must 
result in separate groups of the chiefs being brought up to the 
Commissioner’s lent, and matters looked rather unpromising. It 
was determined, however, to appeal to the politeness of the 
Thakoor.s, and very soon all were seated in comfort and good 
humonr round the Assembly tents, or wherever they could find 
room. Then came the Commissioner, Mr. Tyler; the Judge of 
Mynpooric; Mr. Thompson, the Magistrate of Mynpooric ; the 
Joint Magistrate ofPutialcc; Mr. llcgitiald Thornton ; Mr. C. 
R. Lindsay, and other gentlemen who attended the meeting. 

In their presence a set of excellent resolutions, which had 
been previously adopted in the Mynpooric district, and which 
have already been noticed in the “ Agra Messenger," were pro- 
posed to the united assembly. For three or four hours the 
Commissioner and his party were engaged in explaining and 
witnessing the signing of these resolutions. The scene was a very 
gay and rather an impressive one. Most of the chiefs had splendid 
robes, cither of cloth and gold, or brocade : their attendants 
clustered round with arms, silvcrsticks, cliowrics. There was the 
boy Rajah of Mynpooric on one side just coming into life, a life, 
too, in his case promising many cares and some dangers ; on the 
other side was another Chohan chief, the old Rajah of Purtab- 
ncir, looking already like a mummy, but wrapped up in shawls 
and brocade. Then came Poke Pal Singh, and close by him, 
looking very haughty and .somewhat disgusted, remarkable by 
his quaint, conical head-dress, was the manly young Rajah of 
Rampoor, the chief Rahtore of these parts. Poke Pal iSingh 
spent the morning in informltig all passers-by how much the 
said Rampoor Rajah was honoured and respected by him ; the 
Rajah meanwhile looking uneasy, and paying little heed to the 
flatteries heaped upon him. Ferv objections were made, and 
on all sides terms of approbation were heard. One old gentle- 
man rushed up and said, “ It is all very well our signing this, but 
will the Company let us ofl'our payments at ferries wlien we go 
across the water to fetch our brides home ’’’ When the meeting 
broke up, some three or four hundred names had been affixed 
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0 the resolutions, and every chief had thus solemnly pledged 
lis word to assist in the humane object. 

Let people, if they like, smile at the credulity of men who 
lelieve that the Thakoors are to be trusted ; at all events, if one 
ife be spared owing to the exertions of the day, the Mynpoorie 
neeting will not be unrewarded, 

P. S. One Thakoor, a regular old-fashioned Chohan, said to 
’oke Pal after the assemblage, “ No wonder you come here, 
or now there is a chance for you to get a husband for your 
laughter.” This raised a laugh at the expense of the rich old 
;entleman, who, it is notorious, had been long offering large 
urns, ineffectively, to get a Chohan husband for his daughter. 
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11 . 

THE RISE AND PUOGUESS OF OUR REVENUE 
SYSTEM. 


'run word S_crishtadnr, as now used, is probably 
fainiliar enough to most of our Indian readers. 

It suggests the idea of n comfortable and portly 
old native gentleman, with a shawl round his waist, 
a pair of spcctaeles on his nose, and a bundle of 
papers under his arm. Si.xty years ago, however, 
it would seem that we had Scrishtadars in white 
jaekets and nankin trousers. 

Sueh, at least, does our imagination depict Mr. 
James Grant, “Scrishtadar of Bengal,” about the 
year I7SG. This gentleman, in that j^ear, ivrote a 
very valuable revenue paper, called ‘‘ An Analysis 
of the Finances of Bengal.” We will introduce our 
subject with an extract from this work : — 

“ About eleven luindred years since tliere is some reason to 
believe that a revolution, introductory of the Brahmin religion 
and the sway of new rulers, happened, at least in that part of 
Bengal where the native inhabitants were Budoistes (Buddhists ?) 
or wholly uncivilized ; as, indeed, may still he said of them, 
being chiefly of the tribe of chuars, or robbers, of a swarthy 
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plains of India liad them as their cai’licst masters, 
Acoordiiifr to local tradition, a people called Cheroo 
drove this nhorij^inal race from the plains to the 
liills and forests. From the Chcroos sprnn<r that 
famous tribe called Bhnr, Ilajl)hur, or Bhurputwa, 
which most nndouhtcdly occupied the country be- 
fore the Kajpoots spread themselves over it. Still, 
to pursue our inquiries in the country about Be- 
nares, wc find immense mud forts, tanks, and other 
excavations, which arc in that province universally 
atlrihulcd to the aticncv of the Bhur tribes. If we 

O ^ 

turn from those mute witnesses of the vigour of a 

o 

race now nearly lost, to the country people, we shall 
find that the Bajbhurs hold a permanent place in 
their myths and traditions. Time-honoured chro- 
nicles tell us, for instance, how in the Ghazeepoor 
district the Rajpoots of Talookah Bahnsd)% were 
once slaves to the Bhurs ; how, when their masters 
were drunk at a feast, the Rajpoots fell upon them, 
killing some, enslaving the rest, and dividing the 
country between the Nirowny Rajpoots of Bahnsdy, 
the Nihom Rajpoots of Rcowtic, the Birwar Raj- 
poots of j\Iunecr and j\Iujos, and the Kinwar Raj- 
poots of .Syutwar. So, again, in the IMirzaporc 
district, wc learn that Goodun Deo of the Ghurwar 
family of Rajpoots, from Kanouj, visiting Ramgurh 
under pretence of pilgrimage, seized upon the coun- 
try, wresting it from the hands of a drunken and 
slothful Bhur King. In the Azimgurh* district, 
too, we shall find traces of the same tribe, the same 

* See the printed Report of the Collector of Azimgurli, 
pp. 7, 8. 
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of the Indian village s)'stem is to he found not so 
much in the unity of the bi'ethren, which can 
i hardly he expected to last for ever, as in the policy 
, which admits a severalty of interest, without de- 
I stroying the unity and continuity of the parent 
I holding. Long heads and honest hearts had those 
old village worthies who devised a system of rural 
polity, which, in the northern parts of India at 
least, has stood alone, unchangeable amidst change, 
orderly amidst disorder. It is beyond our present 
purpose to trace in detail the varied and appro- 
priate schemes which the Rajpoot tribes have 
adopted in their village councils. 

Be it enough to ohsei’ve, that one great object 
j is to maintain every man in possession of the share 
, in the village to which his birth has entitled him ; 

' another is to 'provide for a separation of interests 
! when needful, without a disturbance of the common 
responsibility of the tribe. We may well believe 

that men who with their mothers’ milk bad suckled 
» 

in the taste of equality and common right, were 
not to be put off in after life with anything 
short of their own shai'e, whatever that share may 
^ be. If a division of partnership took place by 
the ordinary laws of the people, all sons shared 
! alike, and the custom of equal inheritance became 
; rooted in their habits.* To this day we find the 
' petty Rajpoot landholder, in connexion with the 


* In the families of Hindoo Rajahs this rule does not hold 
good. With them, generally, the eldest son succeeds to the Raj 
and to the landed estates. 
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village commuinlics arc little republics, having 
nenrlv cvcrvtliinfT that thev want within them- 

• * o • 

selves, and almost independent of any foreign rc- 
lalions. Thev seem to last where nothing else 
lasts. Dynasty after dynasty tumbles down ; re- 
volution succeeds to revolution ; Hindoo, Patan, 
[Mogul, Mahratta, Sikh, and English, arc all 
masters in turn, hut tEc village communities re- 
main the same. In limes of trouble they arm 
and fortify themselves : a hostile army passes 
through the country ; the village communities col- 
lect their cattle within their walls and let the 
enemy pass unprovoked. If plunder and devas- 
tation he directed against themselves, and the 
force employed he irresistible, they flee to friendly 
villages at a distance j hut when the storm has 
passed over, they return and resume their occu- 
])ations. If a country remain for a series of years 
the scene of continued pillage and massacre, so 
that the villages cannot he inhabited, the scattered 
villagers nevertheless return whenever the power 
of peaceable possession revives. A generation may 
pass away, hut the succeeding generation will re- 
tura. The sons will take the places of their 
fathers, the same site for the village, the same 
positions for the houses ; the same lands will be 
occupied by the descendants of those who were 
di'iven out when the village was depopulated ; and 
it is not a trifling matter that will di'ive them out, 
for they will often maintain their post through 
times of disturbance and convulsion, and acquire 
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people can onh' be moved, secundum artem, bj 
the lever of one of tbeir own immediate class. 
Men who would ciy aloud for justice, if any other 
person forced their services, are dragged away from 
tbeir homes or their ploughs, by the head man or 
chowdree of their own particular craft, without a 
word of complaint. Everybody must have noticed 
the necessity wdiich seems to exist for employing 
head men, or middle men, in all transactions with 
the workifig classes of the East. Be the object 
great or small, to move an army or to engage a 
porter, with the aid of the chowdree you can get 
on, without him you are at a stand-still. And 
so from time immemorial the revenue screw has 
been applied by the agency of the revenue payers. 
The local chief called upon the district chowdree 
for his dues ; the chowdree squeezed the head man 
of the village ; the head man in his turn levied 
the assessment from the village brethren. The 
regulated system for collecting the revenue, which 
thus grew up, though shaken by the violence of 
the early Mahomedan conquerors, has to this day 
never heen wholly destroyed. 

Patans or Moguls were glad enough to avail 
themselves of a system so economical and so well 
suited to the genius of the country. ^V’hen they 
had leisure* to attend to the collection of the 

* The following remarks on tlie policy of the Moguls, quoted 
by Rouse in his “ Dissertation concerning the Landed Property 
of Bengal,” p. 115, are to the point: — “ Les conqu6rans Mogols 
porterent dans toutes les conlrees qu’ils sonmirent par leurs 
armes un systeme de politique qui leur fut prescrit par la neces- 

E 
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modern and approved revenue legislation. Akber 
desired his revenue collector “ to consider himself 
the immediate friend of the husbandman, to trans- 
act his business in a place udiere every one^may 
find easy access, without requiring any mediator. 
He must assist the needy husbandman with loans 
of money, and receive payment at distant and con- 
venient times; he is required to use the utmost 
circumspection and impartiality in measuring the 
lands ; he is to collect the revenues vuth kindness, 
and never make any demands before they become 
due,” &c. &c. Laws conceived in this liberal 
spirit, carefully matured and vigorously carried out, 
left a deep impression on the revenue policy of the 
country. 

A hundred years after Tuder Mull had made 
his first essay as a revenue officer, we find his s^^s- 
tem in full force from Delhi to Bengal, under the 

Punjab, bis native land, commenced bis political career in 
Gnzerat, a.b. 1553. He became a military chief and superin- 
tendent of revenue by a conjunction of offices common in those 
days. After serving in Gnzerat and in Bengal with reputation, 
he returned to Delhi in 1577. Here as peshkar, or chief deputy, 
to tlie Vizier Sliah Munsoor, he assisted in the internal revenue 
reform with which his name and that of liis master, the Emperor 
Akber, has been associated. Devoid of avarice, and sincere, 
persevering, even vindictive, in his temper, respected for his 
attention to the ceremonies of his religion, the character of 
Tuder Mull gave weight to his measures. He carried out a 
detailed settlement of the land revenues with equal labour, talent, 
and integrity. 

* “ Ayeen Akburee,” page 377, Part HI. vol. i. Calcutta 
edition, 4to. 
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the great principles of Akbcr’s policy was to collect 
the land-tax direcUy from the villagers, without any 
go-between in the shape of a i-cvcnue farmer, and 
even without a too implicit reliance on the village 
head man. To carry out the details of this scheme, 
numbers of subordinate collectors were cniplo3-ed ; 
these were mostly Hindoos, whose patience and skill 
in accounts qualified them for preparing the various 
forms required. With vigorous superintendence, 
under the eye of a Tuder hlull or a Saadoollah, 
such machinery would work well. Aurungzebe, 
however, had not the patience to superintend so vast 
an apparatus ; disgusted with the intrigues of the 
subordinate Hindoo officers, blinded by an excessive 
bigotry which could sec no need for the services of 
unbelievers, he dismissed them from their employ- 
ments. The new men of his own creed lacked the 
patient diligence and the experience of their prede- 
cessors in office. As a matter of course, the order 
and economy of the revenue collections ceased. A 
, new state of things grew up. It became ueces- 
! sary to issue suniids, or royal patents, for the col- 
lection of revenue to contractors, or farmers of 
i revenue, familiarlj- termed zemindoi's. As the 
, Mogul dynasty drew near to its close, higher and 
higher swelled the titles — wider and wider rolled 
the firmans of the emperors of the world ; but the 
pompous forms, the fulsome language of the imperial 

* See some forty of lltese forms, many of them containing- 
near fifty columns, in the " Devvan Pusund.” Our modern put- 
warries too are, \vc believe, expected to prepare numerous forms, 
giving village statistics in much detail. 
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edicts, betray the weakness of the body politic, 
: worn out with luxury and enervated by sloth. A 
; crisis was at hand ; the healthy vigour which the 
! empire had known in earlier days was lost and gone. 
It is with empires as with menj the extremities 
often show the first signs of decay. So we find in 
Bengal, that, long before the Moguls fell, a com- 
plete disorganisation of the revenue system was in 
progress. The Viceroys, bent on their own selfish 
and ambitious projects, found it expedient to grasp 
summarily at the revenue. The regular system 
was trampled under foot. The provincial gover- 
nors entered into engagements with men whose 
talent, wealth, or local influence, best enabled them 
to extort money from the agricultural population. 
Thus grew up that class of rapacious powerful con- 
I tractors for the revenue, the zemindars of Bengal, 

I the talookdars of the Upper Provinces. The con- 
sequences of their arbitrary proceedings were almost 
fatal to the landed proprietors of Bengal. When 
the grant of the Dewanny was made to the British 
;■ in VyQ)i), about a century after the issue of the ear- 
liest zemindarree patents, scarcely a vestige of the 
village communities was in many places to be found. 
The greater part of the country was found parcelled 
out into large estates under powerful zemindars. 
These men, though, as we have seen, in reality 
. merely contractors for the revenue, asserted Muthout 
scruple proprietary right in their entire domains. 

One reason may be given for the common 
though mischievous error of confounding these 
zemindarree rights, or rights to collect revenue. 
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weakest were trampled under foot, and thousands of 
.landed proprietors l)ccame mere tenants at will. In 
short, when the British began to raise their thoughts 
from silk pieces and cottons to llic magnificent 
empire which was at their feet, tlicy were fairly 
puzzled to know to whom the land, liad. belonged, 
to whom it did belong, to. whom it ought to belong. 
It would he amusing, if it were not sad, to notice 
tlie conflicting opinions of those days. Our friend 
Mr. Grant, the Scrishtadar, asserted that all 
landed property was vested in the State. Mr. 
Rouse declared that the zemindars were the real 
owners of the soil. M^arren Hastings had one 
opinion : Philip Fi*ancis had another : Shore dif- 
fered from all. Sorrow came fast upon the com- 
munities of Bengal. Worse than sorrow — shame.— _ 
•attaches to the English policy, which at a later 
.period, by dubbing the zemindars as lords of the 
■soil, for ever rivetted the chains which bound down 
iits rightful owners. Hastings would have saved 
«the people and the State from the ruinous measures 
of the permanent settlement, but he was opposed at 
home and abroad. When in 1775, ten years after 
we had undertaken the government of Bengal, he 
proposed to take some steps towards ascertaining 
the value and capabilities of the land, he was re- 
buked by the Court of Directors. In 1781, undis- 
mayed by the opposition of his council, and by the 
ignorant apathy of most of his subordinates, this 
great man made a last effort to improve the revenue 
system. Abolishing the provincial councils of re- 
venue, he sent collectors to the several districts in 
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irbed possession of their lands. In his opinion, 
was impossible to support the ryots without doing 
ijustice to the zemindars. Alas that the opinions 
f Francis should have found acceptance ; that those 
►f Warren Hastings should have been rejected! 
We might wonder that Hastings’s common sense 
was despised, whilst the theories of Francis pre- 
vailed, did we not remember that just at this crisis 
the cry of “ India in danger ! ” was raised. Expe- 
rience has taught us, that when India is in danger 
common sense and prudence ai'e at a discount. 
India in danger I and forthwith some violent remedy 
is prescribed ; generally the catching hold of some 
new Governor-general, or military chief, who is 
hurried out to the scene of action wit^ orders to 
undo all that his predecessor has done. A more 
high-minded nobleman, a more benevolent statesman t 
than Lord Cornwallis, never existed. But he wasj 
sent out burdened with instructions drawn up inj 
London, and ill-adapted to the country in which 
they wei’e to take effect. A landed gentry, a native; 
aristocracy, a class resembling that which Lord; 
Coniwallis adorned at home, seemed indispensablej 
to the carrpng out of the home plans. If such a' 
class was not to be found, it must be created. But 
the zemindars were surely the very men wanted. 
Titles, power, wealth, influence they possessed ; 
public spirit, a sense of honour and good faith, 
would follow when they were liberally and honor- 
ably treated. Thus argued Lord Cornwallis, and 
the zemindars were declared the lawful loi'ds of the 
soil. This was not enough ; their revenue pay- 
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and ruin.”* * * § In 1810, tlie Magisti*ate of Dinage- 
)re writes of “a general system of rack-renting, 
liard-lieartedness, and exaction, through farmers, 
under-farmers, kutkunadars (farmers under sub- 
farmers), and the whole host of zemindarree 
amlah,” Even this rack-renting, he tells us, “ is 
unfairly managed. We have no regular leases 
executed between the zemindar and his tenants. 
We do not find a mutual consent and unre- 
strained negotiation in their bargains. Nothing 
like it ; but, instead, we hear of nothing but arbi- 
trary demands, enforced by stocks, duress of sorts 
and battery of their persons.”! In 1811, Mr. W. 
eycester, Judge of Dinagepore, writes thus: — 
The remaining three thousand” (daily prisoners 
1 his district) “ I would attribute to the illegal 
duress of sundry kinds by the zemindaiTee amlah 
upon the bodies of their I'yots, in order to com- 
pel some kind of engagement from them which 
may be hoped to give a shadow of justice to their 
future distraints.”t The Collector of the district 
Ives similar testimony to the misery of the culti- 
itors.§ In 1815, Mr. Sisson, joint Magistrate of 

* Letter from the Register to the Nizamut Adawlut, 4th 
ily, 1809. Nee, also, extract of a letter from the Acting 
idge' of Circuit at Moorshedabad, 1st August, 1810. Rev. 
jl. 211. 

+ Magistrate of Dinagepoor to the Acting Judge of Circuit 
, Moorshedabad, 24th July, 1810. Rev. Sel. 211. 

X Revenue Selections. 218. 

§ Rev. Sel. 231. See, also, a letter from Mr. Barnett, 
cting Collector of Rajeshahye, 16th August, 1811. Rev. Sel. 
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Rungpnro, gives to the Government a detailed 
account of the .sutFcrings of the rvofs at the hands 
of the scemindars, wliich he concludes in the fol- 
lowing words: — “ Not a child can he horn, not a 
“ head religiously shaved, not a son married, not a 
“ daughter given in marriage, not even one of the 
tyrannical fraternity dies, without an immediate 
“ visitation of calamity upon the ryot. Whether 
“ the occasion be joyful, whether it he sad, in its 
“ effects to the cultivator it is alike mournful 
“ and calamitous. Surely it Avill he sufficient to 
“ have stated these facts, I feel that I should 
“ he onl\’ weakening the cause by dispassionately 
“ discussing the prohahlc effects of the conti- 
“ nuance of so woeful a system of remorseless 
“ tyranny.”* 

We admire the independence and honesty’with 
which the civil officers of those days protested 
against the mischievous policy of Government. 
Their representations were supported by the Go- 
vernor-general, The Marquis of Hastings infonns 
the Court of Directors in very plain terms that 
; “ The class of village proprietors appeared (in the 
: large zemindarree holdings) to he in a train of 
annihilation, and, unless a remedy is speedily ap- 
plied, the class will soon he extinct. Indeed,” 

' he adds, “I fear that any remedy that could be 
proposed would even now come too late to he of 
any effect in the several estates of Bengal ; for the 
license of twenty years, which has been left to the 
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trivanccs of the officials in ignorance of liis lia- 
bilities, or was sulkily abiding the doom of his 
lands in his old ancestral fort, the sleek money- 
dealer was at his post ; the lot was proclaimed, 
bribes went round, knowing looks passed between 
the ainlah and the capitalist, whilst the collector’s 
hammer transferred estates, equal, perhaps, in ex- 
tent and value to a first-rate German principality, 
from a family of fine fellows, whose forefathers had 
reclaimed it from the wild beasts, to some cunning 
usurer, who would never have the heart to visit 
! his purchase. At last, one of the magistrates,* a 
benevolent and talented man, protested in language 
so powerful, yet so just, against these proceedings, 
f that the Government were obliged to interfere. A 
^ regulation was passed, with the express object of 
cancelling the iniquitous proceedings by which 
“ poor and ignorant men” had been, under cover 
. of the sale-law, deprived of their property.! Let 
us hope that the special commissioners appointed 
under this law did some good and remedied some 
evil. Better times wci'c now fast approaching. 
One most important discovery had been made. 
We had leanied our oum ignorance. At last the 
Government fully felt the necessit}' for inquiry and 
investigation. The j-esult-.of— Holt_Jdacke^zie’s' 
_ tourwvith the Governor-general, through the upper 
provinces, was the enactment of Regulation YII. 

* Mr. T. C. Robertson, afterwards Lieutenant-governor of 
tlie Agra Presidency. 

t Reg. I., 1821. 
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of 1822. This was the- Magna,.-Charta of the 
village communities.... . From its date commences a 
new era in the revenue history of lndia. Property 
in the soil, as distinguished from interest in the mal 
or revenue, was, for the first time, clearly recog- 
nised. The collectors were set to work, and plenty 
of work was cut out for them. The interests of all 
parties connected with the soil were to come under 
revision and record. .-'I'he various claims to the 
land, some concurrent and requiring specification, 
some conflicting and demanding settlement, were 
to he reviewed. Inquiry was to be pushed close 
as to the productiveness and capabilities of the 
soil. Holt jMackenzie’s anxiety to do justice to 
all, to a certain extent, defeated its own object. 
An amount of detail and of labour was thrown 
upon the collectors which was more than they 
could bear. Past men could make little progress 
in the settlement of their districts ; slow men 
made none at all that was perceptible. Nor 
could it be otherwise with proceedings so varied 
and so minute. A hide of land supplied a bullock- 
load of records. Before many years had passed, 
the revenue machinery, which had seemed to 
^Mackenzie rusted with idleness, was found clog- 
ged with over-work. Thus stood matters when 
Lord T\’illiam Bentinck's powerful and practical 
mind was brought to grapple with this great 
question. He detenuiued, if possible, to remedy 
the stoppage, and, calling to bis aid one of the 
ablest men in tbe Civil Service, he applied himself 
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. ticing the points of difference which arc most 
, obvious, when comparing . this settlement with that 
-of- Bengal, And though the eontrast, if fairly 
drawn, must show in strong colours the superiority 
of the later operations, it must be remembered that 
nearly fifty years had elapsed since the earlier set- 
tlement was devised. If, with more mature ex- 
perience, we .were able to avoid the rocks upon 
which our earlier legislators ran, it is but fair to 
acknowledge that the same just, liberal, and honest 
intention pervaded the early and the late settlement. 
The difference was in the head, not in the heart, 
of the great men whose policy vve are discussing. 
The philosophy of the first settlement was that of 
; the old schoolmen ; a dogma was taken up, and 
: matters were driven into agi’eement with it. The 
i philosophy of the last settlement was of the induc- 
i tive method. Holt Mackenzie and Robei’t Bird 
are the Bacons and Hookers of our revenue schools. 
The projectors of the first settlement forbade and 
eschewed local inquiries of a close and searching 
nature. They forgot the ground on which they 
stood to look for analogies which had no existence. 

, Full of theoretical justice, they did sol i^ wrong ; full 
of real benevolence, they spread ruin and desolation 
around. The projectors of the last settlement, by a 
wide observance of the real state of things, by com- 
parison, by analysis, by patient investigations, qua- 
lified themselves to take up solid ground, and on it 
to build a stable and well-proportioned structure. 

■' The first settlement ruined the persons for whose 
! benefit it was devised. The last settlement saved 
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od. The exact state of things in every 
has been carefully investigated and re- 
Disputes have been composed ; jealousies 

I allayed. The rights of tlic village 
ve been carefully preserved and recorded, 
interests of the merest cultivator have not 
looked. The orderly payment of a mo- 
•enue has been provided for, and where 
;curs, the means have been devised for 
wn directly upon the defaulter, and saving 
ho has discharged his engagements punc- 

II every district, officers selected from the 
jide every dispute that may ai’ise, under 

control of the Collector of the district, 
on check has been devised to prevent 
le decision of all cases affecting the intc- 
e landed community. And as, in an ope- 
.’ast as the settlement of these provinces, 
rs and inaccuracies must have crept in, 
uc authorities have been invested with 
rectify any error and to supply any de- 
1 the record.* Of late years, the best 
if the Government have been directed to 
vement and consolidation of the revenue 
compendious treatises, embracing not only 
of revenue process, but also the principles 
! science, have been drawn up. Transla- 
lese have been distributed right and left, 
nore intelligent of the people are being 
led to co-operate with their rulers, whose 
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principles are better understood and appreciated. 
All candidates for government employ find the ne- 
cessity of mastering the existing Revenue Code. 

The consequence is, that numbers of books in 
the language of the country, some of considerable 
merit, are issuing from the presses at Agra, Delhi, 
and elsewhere, explanatory of the laws affecting 
landed tenures, and of the principles of agriculture 
and rural economy. 

The Collectors of Revenue have been encou- 
raged to disseminate manuals of useful knowledge 
suited to the capacities of the rising generation 
among the students at the village-schools. Such 
books, for which also the people have to thank the 
Government of the north-western provinces, will, we 
trust, supersede the trash which has hitherto been 
taught at these schools. 

One great work remains to be noticed, the im- 
portance of which to the physical welfare of the 
millions of the Doab can hardly be over-rated. In 
these fertile, but thirsty plains, the demand for 
water is almost incessant and unlimited ; in seasons 
of drought the whole countiy becomes panic-stricken. 
Thousands snatch their means of subsistence direct 
from the soil, who, when their crops fail for want of 
rain, have nothing to subsist upon. Grain may be 
stored in abundance, but the , smaller landholders 
have nothing to give in exchange for it. Famine 
and pestilence are the necessary consequences ; nor 
can all the liberality of Government do much to 
avert the evil. 

It has been reserved for an administration iden- 



PROVINCES OF INDIA. 


77 


L peculiar mauner with the revenue reforms 
ipper provinces to commence upon this 
rk, and to urge its progress, in spite of 
Stacies. The Ganges Canal will, when 
1, save the Doah from . future dread of 
as a magnificent proof of British enter- 
will, we trust, ere long take its place 
survey and settlement operations. Point- 
3se monuments of the energy, the skill, and 
ality of the British Government in India, 
be able confidently to boast that the mantle 
has fallen on no unworthy successors. In 
imperial city shall the fame of Akber be 
It may, haply, belong to Agra to roll 
reproach which has been too long attached 
ritish name, the reproach of narrow com- 
iews and selfish policy. As the friends of 
lOve all, of the patient cultivators of the 
best wish we can ofifer them is that Eng- 
may fulfil their high destinies. Con- 

)f all around, a noble strife is vet before us. 

* •> 

IS battle is to be fought, not in tented field, 
e arena of ambition or self-aggrandisement, 
s remaining combat must be, not only with 
ing, the ignorance, the superstition of her 
children, but with the pride, the sloth, the 
IS of her own sons. In such a warfare, con- 
ourselves, we shall conquer all. Justice, 
nd Christian charity, — these must be the 
which, steeling our,own hearts, and soften- 
hearts of our opponents, shall surely bring 
jtoiy. 
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III. 

HARACTER OF THE RAJPOOT AGRICULTURIST, 
AND CONDITION OF THE LANDED PROPRIE- 
TORS UNDER BRITISH RULE. 


An intelligent traveller from London or New 
fork, arriving in Calcutta, and taking up the pa- 
)ers of tlie day in the hope of gleaning some inform- 
ition about the country and people, would probably 
and himself fairly puzzled. In one column he 
would read a sprightly article, in which the settled 
superiority of British rule over Indian anarchy was 
touched with the passing pen, as a matter of fact, 
open to no dispute, and requiring no confirmation. 
In the next page, however, if he did not meet with 
the direct converse of this proposition, he would 
probably be told plainly enough that the sway of 
the English in India was a mere pretence or a pal- 
pable failure. The more he read, the more his 
wonder would grow. How comes it, he might ask, 
that an empire confessedly so magnificent, the envy 
and wonder of the world, a whole evidently so stu- 
pendous, is yet made up of parts, which, if the 
public prints are to be believed, are ill assorted, 
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worse put together, aiul separately contemptible ? 
If the Governincnf be feeble and partial, the courts 
venal, the police corrupt ; ifall the machinery of the 
* vStatc be o\U of order, and all its functions deranged ; 
how comes this ucncral confession, whether avowed 
or implied, of the depth, the supremacy, of British 
influence in the ICast? We might attempt to solve 
this question by adting another. Is the English 
puhlic able to judge fully and impartially of the 
condition of the. Indian people ? India owes much 
to a free, and, on the whole, an enlightened press, 
which by boldly recording facts has drawn attention 
to long-established grievances or to incipient abuses ; 
but in the nature of thitigs the British press is 
better able to protect and define the rights of 
Englishmen than to decide that great and mo- 
mentous question, {hr. contJilion of ihc people of 
Jnil'ia. Yet the test by wliich Government must be 
tried is tliis : Are our laws and institutions suited 
to the genius, bappincss, and improvement of our 
subject millions ? Before this question, wliicli we 
must answer one day to God and to man, other 
matters sink into comparative insignificance. Y'c 
believe that the efforts of tlic Government to 
suit their proceedings to the people have of late 
years been great : but, owing to the nature of our 
empire in the East, ibcse efforts arc but little known 
and muck misrepresented. The powers that be are 
the constant objects of attack here, as indeed in all 
free countries, or in all countries in which the 
press is unshackled. But in Europe and America, 
where party spirit reigns supreme, if one party 
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nltaclcs the Government another defends it; and the 
State gains as much hy liis friends as it loses by its 
foes. Here it is all attack and no defence. Our 
Indian Governors, conscious of material jjosver and 
full integrity of j)urpose, guide (rahnly and .steadily 
the vessel of the Slate, and scorn to shorten sail to 
the pud’s of calumny, with a degree of stoicism 
which we believe maybe carried too far: they re- 
sent no injury, repel no insinuation, and invite no 
aid. 

Wo have been led into these reflections by the 
examination of a little treatise on village affairs, 
which has lately been pidilishcd at Agra.* This 
work adds one to the many proofs around us of the 
valuable results of our improved revenue legislation. 
A native of talent and observation, who, under the 
old regime could never have risen to any share in 
the revenue administration, now speaks ex cathedra 
as a deputy-collector, and in a lucid sketch of the 
internal village state gives us the result of his ex- 
perience. We turn to this subject with interest, 
because we believe that our late success in the re- 
venue administration is little known to the English 
public, and has not been yet sufficiently appreciated. 
The subject is not only interesting in itself, and by 
no means exhausted ; but is also so pregnant with 
suggestion as to wliat our general policy should be, 
that its indirect importance can hardly be over- 

* Kit6bi htildt.i Dihee, or the Book ofVilIage Affairs. By 
Jiimaloodeen Hussiin, deputy-collector of Mynpoorie. 1850. 
Lithographed (in very good style) at the Musdir-ool Nuwadir 
Press. 
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rafocl. The nafure of oiir present, revenue sj'stem, 
and the reason of its success, may he shortly told. 
Our plan is, after patient int]uirv into the condition 
of the ])eo])lo, into their own way of thinking' and 
acting', to form rules of procedure which may suit 
existing and deeply-roofed institutions. Instead of 
trying to force these institutions into a model which 
may suit our ideas of ex])cdiency, we have of late 
years tried earnestly to adapt our jiroccedings to the 
wants and the genius of the people. This is the 
secret of our success, and the omen of our future 
increasing strength and ])ros])erlty. Working with 
the people of the country for their good, Heaven 
will hless our labours and wo may accomplish the 
great destiny which opens hefore us. 

Our present object is to give some slight idea of 
the existing state of the agricultural proprietors 
under our rule in the north-western provinces. 
The leaders amongst them arc the descendants of 
those colonists, half-soldiers, half-cultivators, whose 
origin wc attempted to trace in a former number.'^ 
Thcs i form, iicidiaps, the most important, and cer- 
tainly not. the least interesting, portion of that vast 
family which has fallen so strangely under the sway of 
the Anglo-Saxon race. IHcn like these arc worth cx- 
aminiiifr ; their almost mvsterious origin and settle- 
ment, their manly mould and character, their sol- 
dierly bearing and ancient blood, alike commend 
them to our sympathy and our I'cspect. Such, in 
many points of resemblance, were the fathers of our 
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own island home. Here, in the far East, we may 
trace the clannish feelings and feuds, the love of a 
ride across the border, the readiness for an appeal 
to sword or club, which marked our Celtic pro- 
genitors. Here, again, we may note the endurance of 
toil, the tenacity of purpose and affection, the devo- 
tion to the household gods, the homestead, and the 
soil, which our Saxon fathers knew. It may be as 
well to select, as a fair specimen of these tribes, the 
Tlajpoot of the Doab. 

The traveller passing up towards the north- 
west, from the sacred spot where, under the walls 
of Allahabad, the Ganges and J umna unite, must 
not expect to see anything like a beautiful country. 
For, in truth, whatever there may be of sylvan or 
rural beauty in the Doab, does not disclose itself to 
the wayfarer on the high road. The highway itself, 
with its stream of varied life, may interest ; the gene- 
ral look of the country will only give disappoint- 
ment. Yet, if you strike off the beaten path at any 
point from Allahabad to Delhi, you can scarcely go 
many miles without coming upon scenes of much 
quiet beauty. Villages, surrounded at one season 
with the richest vegetation, at another with golden 
crops, thi’ow an air of rural comfort and abundance 
over the scene. The mango gi’ove, the tank, the 
village shrine, adorn a landscape, which, if not 
beautiful, is at least pleasing to the eye. The most 
prominent object in such scenes is the old village 
fort, which has for centuries sheltered some clan of 
Eajpoots, half-kings, half-robbers. Passing the 
underwood in which cattle are grazing, the lotifs- 
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covei'ed pond, the groves and orchards which cluster 
around, you come to the stronghold whose rising 
towers look over the surrounding plain. The ap- 
proach is by a rough steep trade, w'orn deep with 
the feet of men and cattle. The thick bamboo 
jungle which once surrounded the Avails has been 
cut domi, the moat has been nearly filled up with 
the rubbish of a century, the massive doors have 
fallen into decay ; but stiU there is a rough kind of 
stateliness, a sort of baronial dignit}^ hanging 
about the place. Pushing through a wicket you 
come, under a heavy gatewmy, into the quadrangular 
inclosurc ivithin the w'alls. Here all tells of rural 
abundance, and of the dolce far niente of country 
life. On one side are bufialoes and cows tethered, 
lazily chewing the cud, or eating theii’ provender 
out of huge earthenware vessels let into the earth ; 
on another side is a range of stabling for horses, 
bullocks, or other cattle. Here a long open passage 
is filled with the palanquins and bullock-carriages 
of the family ; there stands a roiv of closed cham- 
bers, stored ivith the produce of the farm, heaps of 
grain, oil-cake, or sugar in great reservoirs of un- 
baked clay, defying damp and vermin. At the 
further corner of this in closure is a rough stair, 
leading up to the flat roofs of the stables and store- 
houses below. Here are the lounging-places, the 
beds of the male members of the family, and cham- 
bered galleries, leading away to the more priA’^ate 
abodes of the AAmmen. Your Rajpoot is not very 
choice about his bed-room or bed, and is satisfied 
Avith any corner in AA’hich the Avind blows upon him, 
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jealous Maliometan who taught the Hindoo to he as 
suspicious of his women as he already was scrupu- 
lous of his caste. So now it is the lot of the fe- 
males to be kept in doors, and to be huddled up in 
some corner if a stranger of the other sex come 
near ; and instead of going about openly and fear- , 
lessly, as was once her custom, the llajpootnee is 
early taught to affect the airs of the Zenaneh. 
Ha ving, however, a naturally strong turn for domestic 
and rural economy, the women, though ignorant, 
are not idle or useless. They grind the corn, make , 
the bread, look after the daii-y produce, and, except ■, 
amongst the proudest clans, spin cotton-thread for 1 
household use ; these pursuits, with the care of their ' 
children, and other inferior domestic duties, keep 
them employed. With these occupations, and per- 
haps from the necessity of the case, the Rajpootnee 
generally keeps faithful to her lord 5 if she admit a 
stranger to her favours, it is at the risk of her life. 
Every Indian magistrate knows that the Rajpoot, at 
no time very placable, never forgives and seldom 
cares to survive conjugal dishonour. Instances are 
frequently occurring of men who, on suspicion of | 
intrigue, fall upon the offending woman, murder her, j 
and then sullenly give themselves up to justice, with j 
the remark that their honour is gone, and the sooner ' 
theii’ life goes the better. His sense of honour, keen, 
perhaps morbid, would lead a Rajpoot to dety a 
thousand deaths rather than to proclaim his shame 
in courts of law. A sweep of his sword frees him 
from the vinculum matrimonii, or from any rival 
who may venture to trespass on forbidden gi’ound ; 
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that done, he is ready to die himself, and, as we 
have already said, seldom cares to live under his 
disgrace. So long as his wife behaves well, he is a 
faithful and often an indulgent husband. As a 
parent, we must look at him from two separate 
points of view, if we can. He is very fond and 
proud of his sons. His daughters — alas! it is no 
secret how they are treated. We remember a ser- 
mon on “ Cruelty to Animals” by the celebrated 
Chalmers, in which he proved that this crime was 
to be attributed rather to the negative qualities of 
inattention and want of sympathy, than to any active 
spirit of hate, or of blood-thirstiness, in the human 
breast. We are not going to apologise for the 
Rajpoots, who allow their daughters to be destroyed 
like blind puppies ; but we believe that their crime 
is quite as much the result of want of principle as 
want of affection. The proof of this is, that if once 
their daughters are spared, the fathers become as 
fond of them as they are of their boys. However, 
be this as it may, it is impossible to deny the exist- 
ence of the fearful crime of female infanticide 
amongst many of the Rajpoot tribes.* Such a 
practice can only be stopped by reforming the 

The reasons why the higher castes of Rajpoots murder 
their girls are various. The chief inducement to this crime is 
the heavy expense to which their customs expose them on the 
occasion of the marriage of a daughter. These may be thus 
stated. On the conclusion of a match between the parents, a 
sum of money is sent to the father of the youth by the father of 
the girl. This sum is not large, probably about thc'tenth of the 
amount of “ Juheez” or dower. This is a sort of earnest- 
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people, or by cperciDg- them : coercion would only 
avail when founded on a system of rigid espionage, 
most intensely odious to the feelings of the people. 
The British Government have preferred the attempt 
to reform, to the determination to put down this 
' secret wickedness ; and to a certain extent they have 
succeeded. Forgetting, if we can, this dark stain 
in the character of the Rajpoot father, it is only 
just to add, that when the natural feelings are 
allowed to have play, there is no want of deep and 

money ; and when the ceremony, of “ Tilluk” is completed, the 
father of the girl cannot recede from the engagement. 

After this comes the “ Luggun,” when half of the dower 
agreed upon is paid, and the date for the nuptial procession, 
called the “ Burat,” is settled. The “ Burat," or chief marriage 
ceremony, to which all the relations and friends are invited, is 
the occasion of the most profuse expenditure in feasting them ; 
the greater the multitude fed, the better satisfied is the pride and 
vanity of the father of the girl, who at the same time pays the 
remainder of the dower. This sum varies according to the rank 
of the parties, but is generally enough to throw the father into 
debt and difficulties. Unless a handsome sum be offered, a 
husband of good caste is not to be procured ; and unless the 
feasting be profuse and the invitations to the marriage - feast 
general, then the girl’s parents are held up to public scorn, as 
stingy or poverty-stricken. This is the chief reason why the 
high-caste and proud Thakoors hate the idea of a daughter 
being born to them. Another reason is the blind pride which 
makes them hate that any man should call them Sala or Sussoor, 
Brother-in-law or Father-in-law. 

This crime of infanticide is not confined to the Rajpoots. 
I Some tribes of the Aheers are equally guilty. We remember 
; remonstrating with the heads of an Aheer village, who had ten 
, girls tp eighty boys living. They said, “ Sir, it is all very well 
' for Buuyans and such people to beget girls, but they are very 
seldom born to men of our caste.” 
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disinterested paternal and filial afiection. Educa- 
tion, SO far as letters are concerned, they have not 
themselves, and they seek it not for their children, 
beyond what may enable them to scrawl their names 
in unequal characters, or to puzzle out a few 
Hindee rhymes. Moral education, properly so 
called, is not to be expected amongst men whose 
religion is independent of any real moral law. 
To supply in some poor degree these defects, we 
find amongst them a reverent observance of the 
various forms and obligations, whether domestic 
or social, which time and custom have sanctified. 
From these laws, such as they are, there is no 
appeal; and opinion, call it public or private, 
exercises a most tyi'annical sway over the Hindoo 
mind. It is hardly the fault of the Rajpoot of the 
present day, however much it may be his misfor- 
tune, that the public voice, to which he alone can 
be expected to listen, calls light darkness, and 
darkness light. Whilst we deplore his ignorance 
we must yet admire his virtues, virtues marred 
yet not utteidy destroyed by an evil superstition. 
As a whole, his character is a fair tjqte of what 
fallen man unaided by Divine teaching must ever 
he; a ruin, but still with a touch of native ma- 
jesty clinging about it. Laborious without method, 
frugal without economy, and chaste without prin- 
ciple, he is by turns generous and malignant, 
affectionate and cruel. 

There is no progi'ess about this race. Calcutta f 
Baboos may ape English vices, may read the “ Age i 
of Reason,” and sup off ham and champagne; I 
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country doalcrs and artizans, ])c{{y laivycrs and pub- 
licans, may push on and gatlicr wealth, to spend it 
in luxury ; the Iiajpoot looks on unmoved. I\Ioncy 
he may desire, but not for the material luxuries 
which it can command. He has few wants, fewer 
asjiirations : a mess of unleavened bread and vege- 
tables, a few curds and sweetmeats, are enough for 
hi.^; food ; a dross of quilted cotton for winter, of 
wliite cloth for summer, with a turban for holidays, 
these supply his wardrobe. He seldom seeks for 
any stimulants more powerful than tobacco, or any 
greater luxury than his hookah. On the whole, 
though his conduct is rcirulatcd by no real moral 
princijde, it is correct and decent, and you cannot 
help liking the man, though, you cannot quite re- 
spect him. He is a fast friend and a bitter enemy, 
a strange mixture of nature and sophistication. 
.Land he dearly loves, because of the power which 
landed possessions confer, and the pride which in 
all countries they feed ; and, except his honour and 
his son, there is nothing perhaps so dear to him 
as his laud. 

When the Rajpoot stalks forth from his home 
to the village council, where, under the shade, the 
elders of his race arc assembled, he is easy and 
good-natured in his temper so long as he observes 
no attempt upon his rights. If, however, he sus- 
pect unfair treatment, be soon gets noisy and 
excited ; opposition makes him violent ; treachery, 
revengeful. In old times, right gave way to might, 
and clubs and swords were quickly brought to bear 
upon a disputed point. Now, after an inordinate 
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been tilled for ages, partly by a number of cul- 
tivators of tlie Kacbi caste, and partly by bearers 
and fisbermen living in tbe village. There were 
some men, too, who lived on a neighbouring estate, 
and held land in Futtehpoor. There is no doubt 
that the Kachis originally settled on this spot and 
cleared the lands, but, in or before the last century, 
in an evil hour, they made some sort of compact for 
their own protection with the Canoongo of the 
pergunneh, which ended in his claiming the pro- 
perty. Any really good title he never had. How- 
ever, his heirs found it easy to obtain a ’■^decree” 
from our Cml Courts, soon after their first esta- 
blishment, and the Kachis sunk for ever into the 
condition of cultivators. 

From the Canoongo’s family Eunjeet bought 
the village. A young active man of the-Kayatb 
caste was just then the village accountant, by name 
Lulloo, with whom Eunjeet easily made arrange- 
ments for the management of his new purchase. 
Eunjeet was a fine, generous old man, and at once 
agreed that the Kachi cultivators should be allowed 
to hold their lands, as before, at easy rents. A 
rent-roll was drawn up and agreed to, which gave 
Eunjeet, after the payment of all demands, a net 
profit of 400 rupees per annum. He led a very 
easy life, dwelling, as we , said before, on his other 
property near the Ganges’ bank. Twice a-year 
it was his custom to ride over to Futtehpoor, to 
spend a few days, and to collect, or rather to 
receive his rents. These half-yearly rent audits 



0. .n. 

• rtTIfl 


»rlir, NUH‘ 

.„ *e l«'-.oa of tl.c f tocnts ps=ci 

^vcre ns nian) > custoinaiy 

bctNVCCiY 0V\ ^ YABg 'vas 

,, such ns a^* 

sboAvn. ^ °Yc Ylc he had 

mi iu suudi 5 ^ uints • olU* some 

ivith a good nmu) ^ccasmiu^ 

"• Td 

^vretche ^oi ^^^x^]cct umu 

^vaggo^ h « trrovmd, generahy 

Cl c -::^g “ 8’'-: 

looh very ^ tenauts a,, ^^iffereuco 

tCci :u. ; 

.security iox ttw „.ud E"=' to *e 

tl-orc ri "bo "“Cord's g'"''”S tome offeriug 
' instead * ^nt generally ma ^^ttom 

tenants, *e t least sucl eeete 

to tlte Cn Bnnieets oW 

as seen eom™g joun and »Uk' 

village lay. LouaW a li«'° ""S straw ; » 

some fisli, a’'“‘'“'e, Imndl® of g-"\|jeir “ ’n”®, I 
o thh’d Yau ^ .vve^come lijohar,’ * 

trit^ atd many ene-Cseolf . 

Cltt C. O-CCe old -n. aft- 

v.a chatted cnOUo > ferlor to a supe- 

lauglied, a Joo addressee B,al, min. "'la 


■“• ®nd chatted onougn. - , 

Ulghed, a addressed by an -Brabrn'm, iv'^' 

■ the salutatio course, 1 -° 

rior in tbe C pgj lu,qe±. 

addressed wit' 



PROVINCES OF INDIA. 


93 


a few days’ stay, put his money into his saddle- 
hags, primed his pistols (the same which he car- 
ried with Leek Sahib), and rode oflp home. 

Runjeet’s tenure of Futtehpoor is the simplest 
form of what is called zemindarree tenure. Its 
incidents are merely these : he must pay his re- 
venue tax to Government, and he must collect 
from his tenants according to the rent-roll. If 
lie failed in his engagements to the State, his 
rights as proprietor would be sold or farmed. If 
he tried to collect from his tenants more than was 
settled and entered in the rent-roll, they might 
rebel; though, at the period of which we write, 
they would not probably have succeeded in trying 
to oppose the will oF a wealthy superior. We have 
no tenure in India simpler than this holding of 
Futtehpoor, except in the few cases of freeholds, 
or lands which pay no revenue to the State ; and, 
even in these cases of freehold, the State claims 
the right to arbitrate between landlord and tenant. 
Zemindarree sole, in which a single proprietor 
enjoys the entire proprietary profit of an estate, 
exists generall)’- in villages recently purchased, like 
Futtehpoor, or in the domains of some Rajahs or 
other large proprietors, in whose families the head 
succeeds to the undivided property in the land. 
In such a case as Futtehpoor, the simplicity of 
tenure will generally not last long. A few years 
passed pleasantly over Runjeet’s head, when the old 
soldier became restless and ailing, and determined 
to go off on a pilgrimage to Gyah. He died on 
the way, leaving his estates to his two sons, Shein 
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DisTiunuTioK or iMtoriT. 


Xiiinos of Slmrors. 

Extonl of Simve r-t » r „ r. 

Slmro of Profit 

A man 

IV 



Koondiin 

2}. 
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n 1 J 
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Tls.... 

...200 

Soojan 

• O 1 

^ Rs.... 

. . .200 

Pulrain . 
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Total Rs 

.. 400 


Every estate consists of twenty imaginary Bis- 
was, or one Bcegha. These Biswas are again 
subdivitlccl into Biswansis, and tlic Biswansi is 
further divided into Cutchwansis, and so on. 
Towards Bengal tlie imaginary division is cal- 
culated in parts of a rupee instead of a beegha. 
In Futtolipoor, Anian had a Biswa share, Soojan 
had a o Bi?wa share ; in otlicr words, Araan had 
a right to one-eighth part of the profits, and his 
cousin Soojan had a right to one-fourth of the 
profits. In short, the division of an integi’al estate 
into Biswas or Anas is merely a contrivance for 
calculating the profits and loss thereon in the most 
familiar manner. With the aid of little bits of 
stick, or Iainkia\ for tallies, these fractional accounts 
arc most earnestly made and jealously watched 
in a large coparcenary holding, amidst a chorus 
of disputes and protestations which baffles descrip- 
tion. However, to return to our village, which 
as yet, with Lulloo’s good offices, got on sirim- 
mingly. A sad misfortune, however, was hanging 
over the brotherhood. Kunjeet’s fancy in settling 
at Rajpoor had been particularly taken with a 
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Baz. Singh, who were hitherto prudent bachelors, 
did their best; to reconcile the disputes of their 
cousins, hut without much success. Division of 
rights, separation of the common interest, seemed 
incvitahlc. Hitherto, in happier days, the four 
brothers had eaten their mess of food, had shared 
their produce, cattle, and money together ; but 
this natural and economical arrangement could last 
no longer. Separate bouses were built and occu- 
pied. A council of jiroprictors was called, and 
with frowning brows and stormy looks the brothers 
came together, and met their cousins under the 
shade of the village ])ccpul-trce. It was deter- 
mined that the property of the four disputants 
(for no two of them could keep on good terms) 
should be divided; each sharer was to take by 
lot bis quotum of the ploughs, bullocks, buffaloes, 
domestic utensils, &c., and (as opportunity offered) 
cultivate what land he might require. The sons of 
Baz Singb, like good and sensible men, kept toge- 
ther. They, too, set to woi*k to cultivate. Some 
of the land of Futtebpoor was held, at this time, by 
tenants who resided in a distant village ; these 
readily gave it up ; some was taken by the bretln*en 
as the Kachi evdtivators died ; and, in short, our 
Bajpoots soon got as much of the land into occu- 
pation as they could Avell manage. 

Hitherto we have had to do lAuth non-resident 
proprietors, Avho drew a certain profit fi-om an 
estate with the lands of which they had no direct 
concern. Now we come to a holding, in which 
part of the land is occupied by the proprietors 
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was no easy task, to teach reason and moderation 
to a set of high-spirited obstinate men, who were 
unwilling to he guided by citlici*. Aman, the elder 
son of Slicrc Singh, wanted his brothers to pay 
down cash for the land they held, and when 
they demurred, proceeded to attach their crops. 
He actually placed two hoys and an old woman 
with a long stick at three corners of one of Sooltan’s 
fields, when his proceedings were stopped by a cry 
of “ Mar, onar," and a sally from Sooltan, Koondun, 
and Jeyt, who threatened, not only to submerge 
Aman’s watchers in the river, but to give their 
employer his quietus too. There was much shout- 
ing, and, as Aman’s part was taken by the village 
watchmen and others, things looked ripe for a 
general action ; when peace was restored by Lulloo, 
who, having placed first his turban and then his 
head at Aman’s feet, and invoked the manes of 
old Runjeet, produced his budget, with the fol- 
lowing deprecatory address. 

“Why should the noble maliks, thakoors, and 
descendants of warriors, dispute like persons of low 
caste ? Your prosperity is so great that you have 
plenty of land and nothing to pay. Let your ser- 
vant explain. In this bag, as I told you before, 
are one hundred rupees, being the rents of the 
fields of your cultivators. The payments for the 
Government tax, for the expenses of the village, 
the watchman, and your humble servant, have been 
made. All that you have to do is to divide this 
money amongst you in its just proportions, like 
gentlemen ; but, instead of that, you begin to fight 
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meet all demands. Accordingly the elder sons of 
each family, Aman and Soojan, set to work as 
lumbcrdars, or head men, of Puttee Shere Singh 
and Puttee Baz Singh, to collect the money due 
from each share. When the revenue and village 
expenses had heen paid, the accounts of the head 
men were produced for audit in the idle month of 
Jeyth, in the following form : — 


Example III. 


Nnmes of Area of Land 

Cultivators. in Uccglias. 

Rent in 
Rupees. 

Receipts. 

Balances. 

Aman 100 

100 

100 

0 

Koondun 60 

70 

70 

0 

Jcyl 40 

GO 

60 

0 

Sooltan 140 

150 

140 

10 

Soojan with Put-\ 

220 

220 

0 

rnin J 




Other cultivators'!^ 
not proprietors/ 

590 

490 

0 

Sewaee Singliara 0 

10 

10 

0* 

Total 1070 

1200 

1190 

10 

The result of operations was 

further shown by 

memorandum, thus : — 




Names of Sharers. Amount of Share profit in Rupees. 

in Biswns, ^ 

Aman 

2i 

50 


Koondun 

2I 

50 


Jeyt 

2I 

50 


.Sooltan 


50 


Soojan with Putram. . 

10 

200 



20 

Rs. .. 400 



* Sewaee Singlmra — Sewaee items of revenue are those 
generally manorial perquisites which the proprietor gets besides 
land rent, such as from fisheries, the Singhara root grown in 
pools, &c. &c. 
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paid long ago ; you, tlic lords of the soil, instead 
of paying, as liithcrto, like common cultivators, 
shall ])ay a light rent.” The result of the new 
settlement was shortly this. The brethren held as 
much seer land as before, hut, instead of paying 
the ordinary rents levied on other cultivators, they 
were henceforth to hold their land on favoured 
rates, indeed on nearly one half of what they had 
paid before. But, as we have observed, the seer 
held by each proprietor in Futtchpoor had de- 
pended on the means of the several brothers, and 
was not in proportion to the share of each in the 
whole estate. It was necessary, therefore, in the 
annual settlement of accounts, to retain the form 
shown in Example 3. Every proprietor was first 
charged at the usual high rate of rent on his seer, 
and the only dificrence was, that, instead of dis- 
tributing 400 rupees of profit, 700 rupees were 
divided. It may, perhaps, be here asked, what 
was the use of lowering the seer-land rate ? The 
answer is, that the proprietors thereby concealed, 
as far as they could, the real money value of the 
proceeds from the estate, and, by showing a low 
and poor rent-roll, conceived that they made out 
a better claim to raise the rents of the Kachi cul- 
tivators. We have heard of men, by no means 
wanting in sagacity, who have been sorely puzzled 
by this plan of favoured rates. They found a 
village doing apparently very well with a rent-roll 
on paper which nobody disputed, yet actually 
giving a total sum less than the Government 
revenue. They did not know that perhaps half 
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land, and the best land too, was entered at 
rates only one half of the real value. 

Jut we must hasten on with our village history, 
les not appear that the compai'ative prosperity 
e brethren put a stop to their disputes. Aman, 
jlder brother, became very unpopular with the 
’s of his family. It fell to him as liimberdar, 
!ad man, with his cousin Soojan, to collect the 
from the common tenants, and to disburse 
lublie money. His younger brothers suspected 
he made money by his office at their expense, 
ist nothing would satisfy them but a division 
le tenants, which was made by the process 
1 assamee bhant in the following manner: — 
!, A schedule was drawn up by old Lulloo, 
ing the name and caste of every cultivator 
ig no proprietary rights, his quotum of rent, 
t of land, and so on, with grand totals of rent 
land. Secondly, Two scrolls were prepared, 
hich an equal amount of rental was entei*ed. 

Q and Soojan drew each by lot one of these 
s, and took the tenants entered in their re- 
iye lots. Thus the common tenant land was 
ed between the two Puttees of Shere Singh 
3az Singh. Thirdly, The lot di’awn by Aman 
subdivided into four lists, which were drawn 
it by the four brothers. This process may 
simple enough on paper, but as a sort of cata- 
raisonne of tenants had been made out, it 
a tedious business. The solvency, caste, 
s, and character of each tenant, and all such 
s, were as closely canvassed as those of a 
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liorse by a Yorbsliire jockey. Two montlis of in- 
cessant talking and wrangling left poor Lulloo worn 
out and exhausted, and lie soon after died, leaving 
as a legacy the following memorandum : — . 


Assasieewa R Kiiewut, or Division of Tenants, of the 
Village Futteiipoor. 

Exajiple IV. 


Name of 
Puttee. 

Name of Names of Extent of Tenant 

Sharer. Tenants. Land in Beeghas. 

Rent in 
Rupees. 

Shere Singh 

Annin . . Budloo, &c. 

50 

100 


Koondun Nunkoo, &c. 

60 

100 


Jeyl .... Khedoo, &c. 

50 

100 


Sooltan Bowannce,&c. 

80 

100 

Bah Singh 

Soojan 'vitin 

Putram. . J 

240 

400 

It now 

was the duty of each 

of Shere 

Singh’s 


sons to collect from his own tenants, according to 
this list. The seer land accounts were kept as 
before. The advantage of this ari'angement was, 
that one brother could not accuse the other of 
pocketing the rents. 

As time passed on, the good management of the 
united brethren, Soojan and Putram, had its due 
effect ; their tenants were flourishing, whilst those 
of the four brothers were decaying. The sons of 
Shere Singh declared that the sons of Baz Singh 
had all the good fields, and demanded a distribution 
of the cultivated land. The six proprietors as- 
sembled in solemn conclave, and agreed to leave it 
to. the elder brother of each family, i. e. to the two 
lumherdars, to divide the cultivation, which was 
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Such, then, is the progi'ess of -sdllage affairs, by 
vhich the simple “ zemindarree ’’ tenure is every; 
da}" tending towards the various complications ofj 
“ imperfect putteedaree or, in other words, from) 
sole or coparcenary tenure towards tenure in sever- 1 
alty. So, again, the imperfect severalty gradually \ 
merges into a complete and perfect division of ; 
estates.* 

We have traced, at the risk of our readers’ 
patience, the fortunes of an Indian village commu- 
nity. Before attempting to show the effect upon 
such a body which our reformed revenue laws may 
produce, let us glance at the condition of these cor- 
porations under the IMahometan emperors. Akber’s 
enlightened policy did much to prevent them from 
State oppression ; hut taking them at their best, in 

♦ It is not easy to foresee what will be the effect on the 
people of the extreme subdivision of estates which must in time 
take place. The right to claim such a division recommends 
itself at once to every English mind, and its attendant incon- 
veniences are to be traced to the original law of equal inherit- 
ance, and not to the respect which we have shown to the rights 
of private property. We must not judge of the political effect 
of the subdivision of landed property from what we see in Euro- 
pean countries. probable result is tlig converse' of what we 
observe, for instance, in France; there a hot spirit of enterprise, 
vanity, and personal ambition, tempts the petty owner from the 
plough and from the country to join the masses of the cities; 
his pride is not in his vineyard or corn-field, but in “ la belle 
France,” and in her municipal institutions, in which he hopes 
some day to figure. Now, in India, it is needless to say that a 
division of the large brotherhoods, whether desirable or not for 
other reasons, can politically only tend to peace and subordina- 
tion. 
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bis time, it is certain that the relative rights of 
sharers never received the attention which they 
deserved. The history of our large village clans, 
from the days of Akhcr do^vnwards, is one tale of 
discord and oppression. Village rights ^vcrc recog- 
,niscd then in the Doah about as much as they are 
now in Oude ; the claims of equal inheritance were 
acknowledged in theory, but denied in practice, and 
might made right. Later still, the most arhitraiy 
and oppressive means were taken by the Govern- 
ment, or by the Talookdars, and others to whom 
the Government delegated its authority, to squeeze 
the revenue out of the people. Insolvent zemindars 
were beaten, fed upon salt, placed up to the arm- 
pits in ordure, their children taken in pledge ; in 
short, were tortured in every way that cruelty and 
avarice might suggest. This was the lot of the 
weak ; the powerful took to their foils, and when 
starved out of them, to their jungles, and defied 
the Government altogether. As for justice be- 
tween man and man, sharer and sharei’, it was not 
thought of. Such was the state of things in the 
Doah when Lord Wellesley first occupied it, and 
twenty years later matters were not much improved ; 
there was, perhaps*,' less fighting, hut more injustice, 
j Indeed, even up to the time of the present settle- 
/ ment under Reg. ix. 1833, the manner of collecting 
I the revenue was most unjust and irregular. The 
1 innocent and the guilty (of revenue default) met 
one common ruin. To give one instance : a village 
held by sharers where lands were divided, and who 
were justly hable, each for their own quotum of 
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revenue, fell into balance, ou'ing to the rascality of 
some of the sharers, who chose to live at the expense 
of their hrethron. The collector, instead of coming 
down upon the defaulter, would pass the order, com- 
mon under the ancien regime , — “ Let Bilah-hiin- 
(icehc. made/’ What docs the reader suppose BilaJi- 
hiindce means? So far as we can learn its etymo- 
logy, it means a stopping of holes ; and in its 
original vcrnacnlar use, it applies to the stopping a 
fox or a rat into his hole. When applied to Indian 
hipeds, BilnhJ)uti(icc. means a stopping of all those 
vents throtigh which the coin of the projndctors of 
a village might otherwise ooze out, to tlic detriment 
of the Govcrnmc7it revenue. When this process 
was ordered, off went the Tchsildar with his follow- 
ers, and laid the host men of the village hv the heels. 
Every decent householder of the proprietary family 
was kept in durance until the money wanted was 
paid up. If A paid for B, or C for D, it mattered 
not ; the revenue was realised, and the collector 
was satisfied. 

•* Ddirant reges, picetuntur Acliivi ! ’’ 

By such harsh measures as this, hy kafee zd- 
mince* and other contrivances,' was the revenue 

• Knfcc zaminee. or sufficient security. The Telisildar was, 
in the days of which we are wriiing, told to take kafee zaminee, 
or full security. Some powerful hanger-on of the Tehsildaree 
cuicherry undertook to give this security, and then proceeded 
to levy the money due in the most harassing and arbitrary 
manner, until the defaulter had to buy him off by a payment 
much greater than the original debt due on the revenue account. 
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Ills lot as judge of a district to note the cruel griev- 
ances and endless entanglements of aflPairs caused 
by our early revenue and civil procedure. Profess- 
ing to govern according to the law and constitution 
of the people, our best intentions had ended only 
in their damage and disappointment. Mr. Bird 
longed to see a practice introduced more consistent 
with our principles. The “ painful and disin- 
terested researches of a judicial officer into the best 
mode of obviating the difficulties and promoting the 
welfare of the landed interest of the country these 
are, in his o\vn words, the motives and proceedings 
which led to our great revenue reforms. The 
movement was more than disinterested ; it was dic- 
tated by a spirit of the most active philanthropy. 
Like most generous actions, it brought its own 
reward ; for again, to use Bird’s language, “ the 
same methods of procedm'e which were best calcu- 
lated to determine the rights of individuals were 
also found to be most conducive to the ascertain- 
ment of such an equal and moderate revenue 
demand as is most for the interest of the State.” 
It is not our intention to foUow out the details of 
the survey and settlement proceedings which formed 
the basis of our existing revenue code. It will suf- 

ask for it. We had then bilah-bundee, kafee zaminee ; or, if that • 
would not do, we tied a defaulter up on the nearest tree, and i 
let him down when his wife brought the money. Now you are j 
more like bankers than revenue officers ; but there is nothing 
like a little compulsion. Seedhee oonglee se ghee nukeen mkalta. 
You can’t take butter up without closing your fingers. Village 
people won’t pay unless they are constrained.” 
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l)cl\vccii llie two families, default occairrecl in Puttee 
8hcrc Singh, i. r. the share held by the four bro- 
thers. According to the old system, or rather no 
system, tlic Tchsildar would liave laid hold of all 
the sharers : he knew and eared nothing about the 
village law and constitution, and the sons of Baz 
Singh would have had to pay for the default of 
their cousins — the innocent for the guillv. By the 
present rules, the four brothers would be called to 
account for their own debts. They know this, and 
therefore strive to keep their accounts clear ; but 
formerly, when the idle or dissolute and the indus- 
trious met one common fate, what inducement had 
any man to honest exertion ? Formcrh/ sales of 
land, which swept away the rights of whole families, 
involving the frugal and the careless in one ruin, 
farms which destroyed the life and spirit of entire j 
tribes of men, were of almost daily occurrence. 
Kmv it is impossible for a collector to apply any of 
the more stringent processes for securing the 
revenue, without giving clear and sufficient reasons 
for his proceedings. The rights of landed proprie- 
tors are watched with a jealousy that astonishes 
even themselves. No petty owner of twenty acres 
can have his holding transferred for a few years on 
account of revenue default, without the sanction 
and scrutiny of the head of the local Government. 
The danger is now, not that matters will be done 
illegally or informally, but that the revenue officers 
will become too much tied to forms and observances. 
They must beware of degenerating into men of 
more red-tape routine. To support a career of 

I 



% *»»’,! ” r^i ’ 

V^ittsiasW- . *ey 

.r;S^x« 1 c 1’--^“““ 


Ho« wr'“ , „{ Eng»s“ 6- ,aia 

>' tlctci *0 "'“t *0 E»S'i* ® *e Govovn- 
Viavo ,0,0 totw5 “* ^jjcev »' ' ^ot Eivn 
AcsU^^y* 'The i.-\,(5 i qB^Y 

*““0 t 1 00.6^^“ 

®'"‘' XU t'wToagE'y > ovo 

Utooss o5 *^g O'- o' 

U'oo ®" XoUcaV=^'''“ IdEeU'""^ 

'O 'lEaUEoyO 'U^o a CoU^ 


"“'^ i X'uu; ov o* 

U'OO ®" XoUcaV=^'''“ IdEeU'""^ 

in t\vo S ^ ^ t\^cY . -^0 a coa 

voastevs- 

ovaWoio^^^^-oaWon *a‘^, InAian o*\^,o;v simT^o 
'’“'XU "'* Eo®6S''''''o'' Xvomaooo- 0® 

{cclu^oS -i.otacs— ^ -gtovY n a fcclm? 

®Xaa of oo®"™" ,;* »an “t ?“''^ not veto 

'S *5 'Xdo * 0 ® Y'^XU'" "'°\1'‘U 

tAic 1^0^’ aY f catclv®^ 

SS'al Vifa aad saffcviag” 

t\\at . T pvVva^^a se-vav^ ? pn\oY^* 

:i» 


j’KiA iNn::. or jn’DIA. 


1 l.i 


!U!(U*r th*' sirulo of llii' Iriit, or ihr wrll-Lirown 
iirtniju urovc. till! Uandoror may jilmo.'t lortrct lliat 
lu’ i’.j ii !-trat!vrc land. India lUH'd iiol, and -^ an- 
noi rival Ivnirland in our nflVi'tions'. Wo nn,'-;^ llie 
liil! ant! dalo, tin* .^loaminij pa‘;turo, {!io oloar tronf 
ftroani of onr naiivo land : laU si ill wo may vojoioc 
in tin’ rural iii anli< ' of a loss favoured roont'. Tin? 
fro-binv'-'- of an Indian niorninu in tin? ooolor season 
may oharm iw. if tody by oonlra^-t. *Ti.s Irm* wi? do 
not uabo {ii tbo enrol! of ibo tbriisb, nor to tin? 
\(iieo of “ nouly-waboiicd }u?rds " bnvinir across ibtt 
meadow; or.r tlreatns are not mixod up with tbo. 
soniid of tbo oardomu'V I'arly seylbo tinder our win- 
do'.v ; yet eiill we wake to a o]i,riou> morn, '.rin* 
:iir is eloar atid frosty ; the tiow ;,di'^tens on tbe, 
broad fiebls of sprin^ino v.bent and barley; all 
naiun* seems in---tlnef witli life and joy. A mixed 
sound, tbe sbouts of tbe vUlair»'rs driving out tbeir 
cattle t(» tbe tiold. the barkiu^^ of tlu'ir tby^s, the 
sbrill voices of tbeir ebildreti, come sw(?i‘piiiLr down 
tbe mornini: bree/o ; nearer still i'-- a eborus of 
Itirds, amidst wbieb tbe silvery tmte of the dovt? 
rises lAer i-lear and bmiif. Man and liorsi? seeir 
alike insjiiritod lyv tbe fresh breath of tbe morning, 
as We uallop alonL^ tbrowitig afva vura'' to the 
wimls. If there be any eomitry in wbieb iS’aturc 
never smiles to win poor man aw;iy from bis cares, 
it is not India. Morninijs passed in exereise or 
rural s])orf, days under tbe trees or in tbe tdiccrful 
tent, tbe villauc })euplc all around to claim our earo 
and profeetiou ; time thus siient ilics fast and well. 
If home !vnd borne scenes linger in the memories of 
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IV. 

CASE OF THE NON-PROPRIETARY CULTIVATING 
CLASSES. 


“ V auteur de VinstHution est demeure inconmiS 
Thus does the Baron Barchou de Penhoen end his 
learned disquisition on the village republics of the 
East.* Monsieur le Baron is quite right ; nobody 
knows who was the author of the Indian village 
institution ; and for a very sufficient reason, at all 
events, so far as our north-western provinces are 
concerned ; for they never had any living author. 
The Indian village system in the north-west cannot 
justly be called an institution at all ; it is just a 
status, growing out of peculiar circumstances, and 
existing because of its obedience to those cu’cum- 
stances. Its author is necessity, that fruitful mother 
of invention,' and the secret of its growth and sta- 
bility is to be found in its powers of assimilation 
to her rough nutriment and self-adaptation to her 

• “ LTnde sous la Domination Anglaise, par le Baron Barchou 
de Penhoen.” Paris, 1844. 
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WO cnnnol liol]) admiring, and to wdiich wo would 
•dadlv draw the ntlimlion of our readers. 

o • 

A village, so called in the revenue parlance of 
llie north-western provinces, is a tract of land with 
fixed name and houndaries, whether it contain wliat 
in I'lngland is ])roperly called a village or not. It 
may he inhahifed, or it may he hc-chura^h (without 
a lamp), as those estates arc called which contain 
no human hahitation ; it may contain one cluster of 
houses, or many. Mdien the sturdy coloni from the 
far North had taken their stand in the country, the 
land gradually hccame parcelled out amongst the 
settlers. The forests fell before increasing nnm- 
hers, and hraiichcs from each parent slock ])eoplcd 
hamlets on every side. The country became dotted 
witli fort like homesteads, each homestead with its 
little oasis of cultured land, and with its herds and 
flocks grazing in the farther jungle. Centuries 
passed away: time after time the Mahometan tents 
whitened new fields of conquest j India bowed ami 
fell before the fierce sons of the Prophet; but the 
Indian village system stood unlmrt. The people 
surrendered their political rights ; but it was only 
to cling more closely to their social and domestic 
institutions. If the truth' must be told, the patriot- 
ism of our Indian village Hampdens ” is of a 
somewhat contracted natm*c; like the Vicar of Era}-, 
so long as they get their share of the loaves and 
fishes, they care very little who may bo the dis- 
penser thereof. It suited the earlier Mahometans 
to treat their new subjects well. As time rolled on, 
the Emperor Akbor came, and India’s Doomsday 
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is inrleccl the m.r Dei, and men ivho would yield to 
nothing else, would yet listen to the voice of the 
majority j for, however he might despise law, no 
Indian yet ever quite despised publie opinion. 

So far, then, as the regulation of landed property 
is concerned, there is a common law well known 
and dear to the people. Happily for them and for 
us, our revenue legislators have become aware of 
this, and have at last enlisted the sympathies of the 
people in their favour, simply by acting in accord- 
ance with those sympathies rather than in spite of 
them. We say, happily ; for one thing is certain, if 
we would rule the people of India well and udsely, 
we must rule them in their own way. Legal fic- 
tions, John Rocs and Richard Does, may suit John 
Bull (though even he is getting rather restive under 
them), but they will not do here. “I have tried 
everything,” said a young magistrate to William 
Frazer, the lamented Commissioner of Delhi, ” I 
have imprisoned, fined, and taken security from the 

people of pergunneh, but I can’t keep (hem 

quiet.” “ Did jmii ever try,” asked Frazer, “ to 
let them alone?" Now, this is just the treatment 
which the Indian village system inquires, to he let 
alone. A policy which has stood for tn'ch'c cen- 
turies, whilst half-a-dozen governments have tum- 
bled into the dust, will outlive anything except 
needless and officious intciferencc. For us to set 
to work to improve or alter these institutions, would 
be about as wise as it would be for tlie native 
Indian communities to attempt to regulate the 
British constitution. The one and (lie other arc 
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alike the offsi^ring of circumstances, rather than of 
design, and both should he left to work out un- 
aided and unfettered the part which Providence 
has assigned to them. 

It is obvious, that in societies such as wc have 
been describing, where union is strength, unity 
must at all events he maintained. But, as division 
of interest enters more or less into all human affairs, 
the question soon arose. How can general union he 
made best to consist with individual freedom and 
independence? It happens that the idiosyncracy 
of- the Indian agriculturist was w^ell suited to the , 
solving of this problem. His was not an astute 
mind clinging with sophisticated tenacity to his own 
rights, and careless of cariwing the affections of 
others along with him ; nor yet, on the other hand, j ^ 
'was his a soft-yielding nature to give himself .blindly j 
up to the leading of other men. Plis character was ! 
a compound of self-wiU and unselfishness. Let usj 
sec with how much strong sense and sound mothcr-j 
wit he could act when occasion required it. Woj 
■will take for an example this very matter of divid- 
ing the land. But, first, wc must ask our readers 
whether they ever walked through a Derbyshire 
pottery. If so, they may rcmenibcr that a day’s 
work of a potteiy-turner is reckoned at so many 
dozens. Now dishes and plates are counted twelve 
to a dozen ; hut when you come to jugs, you will 
find one gigantic fellow set down as a dozen, while 
thirty-six little jugs, equal in value to the single 
monster, will he put downi as a dozen also. This 
plan is adopted in order to keep up a uniformity of 
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prices in the accounts.* As a mere counting-house 
transaction, there is nothing very remarkable in 
this ; but its coincidence with an arrangement many 
centuries old in India for the division of the land is 
curious. Most Indian villages contain three or 
more kinds of land, ivcll known to the people, and 
appreciated by them. These divisions may have 
reference to the nature of the soil, the facilities of 
irrigation, or to the relative position of the land to 
the village. Let us suppose this last division, when 
the land will he estimated thus : — 

First The land close to the homestead. 

Second. — The middle circle of land. 

Third. — The outer circlc.t 
The first quality being well manured and easily 
watched and watered, is the most valuable. The 
second quality of laud is farther a-ficld, has fewer 
advantages, and a less valuuc. The third quality 
of land, remote from the village, is still less valuable. 
Now, Avhen a proprietor of land claims a separation 
of his share, he may naturally expect to have a slice 
of each quality of land. If poor land he given him, 
he will require that the deficiency in quality be 
made up in quantity. A valuation and appraise- 
ment such as must be made is obviously a work 
of complication and difficulty, even supposing all 

See Chambei's’ “ Edinburgh Journal,” Nov. 1848, for a 
good description of this mode of keeping aecounts. 
t The first is called Barah, Gohunee, Goonduh. 

The second, Munjha, Mavj. 

The third, Burliar or liar. In the Benares province, these 
circles are called, 1st, Gnindli ; 2d, BichJntr; and 3d, Palo, 
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parties lo be desirous to act fairly and cordially; 
blit, amongst a set of violent and suspicious men, 
tbe difTieulty and delay of the process becomes in- 
creased indetinilely. '’i’o remedy this evil, some 
long-headed jiatriarch devised the very scheme 
which we have described as prevailing at tbe 
Derbyshire potteries. Like the pottery masters 
with their imaginary dozens, the villagers set up 
a standard measure of imaginary hngeths, and divide 
the estate accordingly. In the Central Dpab. there 
is a Avord in use, jmizeCy Or, lowjcc as the rustics 
pronounce it, Avhich signifies a division, a separate 
part. From this word tbe Aullagc imaginary hegah 
Avas named a ioiizee hegah, because it was the begah 
or land-measure used for making a diAusion of the 
land. An estate was diAuded into several (say a 
hundred) of those imaginary begalis. The relative 
value of eaoh of the throe (or more) sorts of soil 
Avas set doAvn — for instance, one toiojee hegah Avas 
declared equal to four ordinary begahs of land of 
the first quality — to six ordinary begahs of land of 
the second quality — or to eight begahs of the land 
of the third quality. It was then ruled by common 
consent, that the shares of the brethren should be 
computed henceforth in toiujee hegahs. In future 
the sharex’s, instead of claiming so many hiswas or 
anas — i. e. so many fi'actions of a begah or of a 
rupee, Avould state their ' lights in toiojee hegahs. 
The result of ‘this Avas, that when a division was 
claimed, it remained Avith the Aullage to apportion 
off just what land was most convenient to spare to 
the claimant. He could not demand, as he might 
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have done but for the custom of iowjee hhaut, a 
slice of the best land, or of each sort, a hit of each 
field, or of every hamlet j all he could claim was so 
many toivjee hegahs, and those he would get in 
whatever shape was most convenient to the com- 
munity at large. This custom tended to check 
capricious men from demanding a separation of the 
land, on insufficient cause, and helped to prevent 
disputes and keep the brethren together. It had 
the disadvantage of being too artificial to last amidst 
all the reverses of fortune to which the village com- 
munities were liable, and, though once widely pre- 
vailing, is now seldom found. We have detailed 
this little trait of village policy to show what the 
village genius is, how capable of simple yet effectual 
expedients for successful self-management. 

So far we have tried in our “Notes” to give 
some account of the landed proprietors in the north- 
western provinces, of their rise, progi'ess, and policy, 
whether domestic or social. Now, though an Indian 
landed proprietor may be, and is, a very different 
kind of animal from his European congener, the 
man of old oaks, elms, and park-gates, he has still 
in his own way veiw considerable landed duties, 
[rights, and dignities. A¥c have already said that 
;he forms one of a lordly brotherhood, not the mere 
j member of a corporation. He has no equals in the 
i, village, save those of his own tribe. Lord of the 
soil, his authority is paramount; and the other 
village officers, such as the accountant or watch- 
man, are virtually his servants. But in most 
estates wo shall find, besides the superior pro^ 
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priolors, a Jar/^c. aiul impoi’Iniil, a^oacallairal class- 
of persons, wlio liold lands by an inforior title in 
tenanl^rig-lit. Every one knows that in India all 
sorts of offices and occupations descend from father 
to son, almost by right. .Llercdilarv -cultivators arc 
just as common as hereditary barbers, washer- 
mon, or ear])onter£. It would require moi-e time 
and learning than we can command to define bow 
these cultivating non-proprietary classes n-ere re- 
garded by former governments. Wo have our own 
impressions on the subject, and they lead us to 
believe that the merely cultivating tribes, whose 
ploughshare \vas not readily convertible into a 
sword, met with very scurvy treatment under the 
Mahometan rule ; and we sec reason to suj^posc that 
they were generally considered as mere “ hewers 
of wood and drawers of water,” the Helots of the 
agricultural classes. The ..Bntish Government 
--.carly.fpund the difficulty of drawing a line between , , 
these hereditary cultivators and the more depressed 
of the proprietary classes ; and no wonder, for 
many cultivators were proprietors, and many pro- 
prietors were cultivators. Hence, wc may trace in 
our early revenue laAvs an evident anxiety to pro- 
tect the tenant classes, mixed with considerable 
doubt and hesitation as to how far they ought to 
bo protected. It was and is a difficult subject to 
deal with, for if the more cultivators are made 
independent of the proprietor, the supei'ior holder 
is placed in a false position ; he has the responsi- 
bilities of a land-owner without the power. On the 
other hand, if the cultivators . are made mere tenants 
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afc will, a most important body ol men, the very 
sinews of the state, are crushed. We are treating 
the matter as one of policy. It is not easy to argue 
the abstract justice of the case until we obtain 
clearer light than has yet been thrown on the 
origin and on the condition of the tenant classes 
under former Governments. On the whole, it is 
probable that policy and justice go together in this, 
as in other cases ; and we are disposed to stand up 
for the tenant-right. Some protection must he 
given to this useful and industrious class. Wo do 
not find many Dukes of Devonshire or Bedford 
amongst our eastern landlords, who, to tell the 
truth, arc much more likely to kick a tenant out 
of his mud hut than to build a villa or model- 
cottage for him. Besides all this, the Government, 
I as lord paramount, has a hold over the landed pro- 
‘jprictors, and can justly demand that the ancient 
'hereditary cultivator shall not ho disturbed so 
I long as he pays his rent. Some such provision was 
^ ostensibly made by former Governments ; and we 
are right to protect and encourage in every legal 
manner the peasantaw of tbe country. Nor arc 
they slow to learn and appreciate the privileges 
of their position. In most districts, the collector 
on his daily journey'^ to cutcherry is followed by- 
cultivators, vith petitions in their hands, calling- 
upon him to settle their disputes with the pro- 
prietors of the land. One man has a bunch of 
green corn or of young trees, which have been for- 
cibly plucked up by some domineering' lanillorcl, 
and whicli are prominently displayed “ac? miseri- 
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ivhat circumstances can a landlord raise his rents ? 
What remedy - can a landlord take against an im- 
practicable tenant, who allows tlie land to become 
deteriorated by neglect? Can a tenant, under 
any circumstances, transfer his rights to another ; 
for instance, if he go on a pilgidmage, or he 
afflicted with an incurable disease ? * Hitherto, 
(we speak of the upper provinces), questions of 
this nature have easily settled themselves, because 
tenants have been in demand, and the landlords 
would as readily have parted with their cattle as 
with their ryots. But now we are on the eve of 
^I'eat changes ; — the population, cut short by the 
years of famine in 1837 and 1838, is rapidly re- 
covering itself, and we shall soon have the great 
canal forming a second valley of the Granges, down 
the hack-bone of the Doab. Every day the value 
of the tenant-right is increasing, the landlord, 
watches the rising families of tenants with un- 

the land to another ; but on the demise of a tenant cultivator, 
his nearest heir succeeds. 

* We are not aware that it has ever been ruled by sufficient 
authority, what is the longest period that may elapse (short, of 
course, of a year) between the date of a cultivator’s ejectment 
by a landlord from his holding, and the date at which a petition 
for redress must be filed ' in the summary suit department. As 
it is, tenants often wait to see what the season promises to be ; 
and if they see no sign of rain, hold themselves in readiness to 
resist all demands for rent. If the landlord makes his own 
arrangements for tilling the tenant’s former holding, and then, 
late in the season, a good fall of rain comes, the tenants rush in 
to the collector to complain of ouster. To prevent this, different 
rules prevail in different places. In this, as in other cases, one 
uniform mode of procedure is desirable. 

K 


130 


^OTES on Tnr> X 

rin ^ 1 


mixed prid ''‘'‘Sieun 

‘!“'Sarir° 

fpcz ’£ fettf 

I-Iindoo cultivn, “'”°5Tap]iy ,j ^ tel 

0 „,, ,,,, p44d“C> 

So far as.. 

^';om ^iic'sal/iancer/T''' tribo 

ones. i„ the memher T''"" 

"O'v mere cuhi 4. ^i^ho-cs fu ^ 

"■“■e once „f “>*■• all. “ ’’’'“ «-e 

dosoonded f 7’’“'°’^ *<^msoIpes ?°'' i’''°Priotor, 

-‘0-. or x -p.'opS„:' 

‘epenue, (!,„ ^^MseJrcs, faij„j , TO- 

frammenofWoo/ "^"®*®^ passeT 

Thank He,? f'“'^->' ‘iia man nf^ 
p when such tranJ?" '='h days ha^“°”‘’^'' 

/ pent, fup of Jite the ti-aiJ ’ 

MitedhyH,??”®'^ “iefortune yV *’ 

/ as the Brahrr,^ bodies of high-snivif in- , 

^and have been sold ? •'P'’”*®' whose 
‘pJague-spot in „ “ ■'ePenne defanb”? I 

aonlinu? the™ f‘*“™Wation. S I 

pehce officer in a''*® of eyerv . “’® ® I 

- -^-TaSr 

“"«■ the purchaser // 


PROVINCES OF INDIA. 


131 


of their rights to terms, so as to leave them still 
virtually in their ancient position as proprietors. 
If this object he attained, well and good j if not, 
a perpetual civil war rages in the village. The 
nearest police station, and sooner or later, the 
magistrate’s court, is filled with complaints of 
affray, assault, arson. Eveiyhody in authority 
is against the ex-proprietors, from the magistrate 
down to the village-watchmen ; hut they are strong 
in numbers, and in the sympathies of their neigh- 
bours. If they torment the criminal authorities, 
they drive the revenue officers to despair ; — sum- 
mary suits for balances of rent, complaints of 
illegal attachment, exaction, and ouster, come in 
thick as hail ; until everybody in the collector’s 
court wishes that these unruly tenants were any- 
where but in their district. The upshot of all 
this is, either that the purchaser gives up his 
bargain in despair, or that he buys over one 
part of the proprietary clan to his own interest, 
when the heads of the opposition party generally 
find their way into jail, and their descendants 
gradually subside into a reckless indigent pea- 
santry. But, we repeat, thank Heaven, the causes 
which led to such evils have been removed. No 
man henceforth in the north-western provinces will 
fall from the rank of a proprietor to that of a 
tenant, except by his own fault, or by the opera- 
tion of misfortunes which may overtake and subdue 
man under any system of government. The class 
of tenants just described should be treated by the 
ruling powers with firmness, yet with considera- 
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singliara in pools, and hemp in light soils, as 
veil as the oi’dinary cereals. Taking these cul- 
tivators in the mass, they are, as ve might expect, 
a lover race, perhaps morally, and certainly phy- 
sically, than the ovners of the land. Centuries 
of subordination to village tyranny have left these 
men servile, timid, and deceitful. They are, how- 
ever, more sinned against than sinning ; humble, 
patient, and industrious, but vithal slippery and 
cunning ; living from hand 'to mouth ; depending 
more or less on the favour of the village pro- 
prietor, and his creature, the village accountant ; 
ve must not expect to find amongst them the 
severer -vurtues of our race. It is no small credit 
to them to say, that though often driven to satisfy 
their hunger by parching the unripe crops in the 
corner of a field, yet they generally pay their rents 
honestly. Their houses surround the fort in vhich 
the heads of tlie village dwell, and stretch out to 
the edge of the cultivation. The coa i^sest brea d , 
with the rare addition of a little sugar, or ghee, 
satisfies their hunger. A cloth round their loins 
made in the village loom, and a rough woollen 
blanket made by the village shepherd for winter, 
complete their ordinary dress. A few brass pots, 
rude ploughs and well-ropes, form their capital ; 
a few toil-worn bullocks, with perhaps a milch 
cow or buffalo, form their live-stock. The early 
dawn sees thousands of these hard-working men 
plodding forth to their daily task in winter : the 
summer moon shines on their labours all night 
long. Like the patriarch of old, “ in the day 
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the drought consumes them, and tlio frost by 
night, and the sleep departs from their eyes.’' 

Yet, thanks to tlic blessing of a fixed rent, tlicse 
cultivators form on the whole a happy and con- 
tented race. The payments made by them, whether 
in money or kind, cannot be raised at the discretion 
of any one ; nor, if their rent is paid, can they be 
removed fi’om their land. However much this may 
limit the value of the superior proprietary right, no 
man who has observed the working classes in India 
can doubt the efficacy of a fixed moderate rent to 
promote the greatest happiness of the gi'catcst num- 
ber. It has been prettily written by some one, that 
“ no man who oums a tree and loves it can be deso- 
late.” Words cannot describe the comfort and com- 
pai’ative independence which the holding and own- 
ing (by, however, a vile sort of ovnaership) a little 
plot of gi’ound brings to millions of our Eastera sub- 
jects. All that volume of affection which the 
Englishman bestows upon his fireside, the Irishman 
on his pig and potato-gi’ound, the Scotchman on his 
heather-clad mountains, — all that the Frenchman 
feels or professes to feel for Paris and “/a hclle 
France f or the American for the star-spangled 
banner, — in short, all the feelings which in other 
lands centre in family love or patriotic pride, are 
concentrated by the Indian peasant on his land. 
Beyond it, beyond the range of his own village and 
the nearest mart for Hllage produce, he seldom be- 
stows a thought. Little cares he who rules the 
land, so long as he is left in secure possession of his 
little speck of it. The fierce strife which so often 
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scorches (he souls of the Inncl-owners, the vexatious 
lawsuits, (he wearisome attendance in courts of law, 
— all this the tenant, under ordinary circumstances, 
escapes. If his life he one of toil and privation, it 
is sweetened by the love which he bears to his land 
— land which his father ploughed before him, and 
his sons should plough when he has passed away. 

India is the land of contrasts. \Yc know of 
none more striking than the contrast between agri- 

O O 

cultural aj)plianccs and agricultural results. An 
Englishman, fresh perhaps from the loams of York- 
shire or the clays of Essex, secs a miserable-looking 
])casant with a single cloth round his loins, creeping 
out late in June with what looks like a crooked 
stick on his shoulder, and urging before him a 
cou])le of bullocks, which for size and condition a 
donkey on Mampstead Heath might despise. The 
country around is like a desert of sand, the wind 
like the blast from a furnace. However, a shower 
of rain falls, the bullocks arc hitched on to the 
crooked stick, and begin to scratch the sand in little 
unequal rings, not a bit like (he honest ankle-deep 
furrows of England. But what is the result of this 
simple process, so little resembling (he thrce-hoi-se 
ploughing, patent scarifying, bone-dust and guano 
doctoring of our home soil ? Why, in November, if 
our Englishman goes again to the scene of the 
operations which appeared to him so contemptible, 
he will find himself in a forest of vegetation, and 
unable to see his way amidst fields of Joivar or 
bajora, each plant standing nine feet high, and each 
car of the corn weighing half a pound avoirdupoise. 



on the 

/ •^“'^-^‘.ppaSTrf „„„, , 

/ *4 T"‘°’- ® 'Se' 

^'“"ah, and undeJ ‘^'e use of ? ®®P'’u‘ 

« u time when T , *e rotatJn *! *®- 

Pfooeediags of ’^‘“s a mldL!, "'^"'"P®. 

'--op 4 ;°* P'=^*ant:y a Ind f ?®*-. t'>a 

‘ spring e, Trhieh 

'-^ore fuij„ j 7 no n 1 of 

l^achis, whetbll^^^^ the vi^j! Wd‘ 

you z “e^ ‘ ‘i- "ci aTd :rj" ®» 

^ands prenfli- 7 t ^eniep ajjj , ., ^^^-^anuved 

C^e spetict "" 

°mparison with Sardening triT 

^^'^iens at Chat couJd fae 

soil or Ke.y t in the 

ssant lilh ^ tenacious huti ^ej-es of 

-obuut being puIret!s‘e7bZ'^ ^'™‘‘ “ ’''«'"S'a 

itrzz “ „t“f =■»-. 

’ “ “““ ‘ho a„tnn.„“a, 


riJoviNCES or india. 


137 


crop of millet, &c. And here again wc meet with a 
contrast : tlic finest, stoutest, and most powerful of 
the inhabitants produce the worst crops. This is 
easily accounted for by the iiridc of liigh caste, 
wliich withers whatsoever it touches. Some of the 
Brahmins and Eajpoofs arc too proud to handle a 
plough. The Brahmin is nnwilling to destroy ani- 
mal life with the ploughshare or in spreading out 
manure : above all, he fears lest ndth the goad he 
should shed the blood of the sacred ox. The Rajpoot 
avoids the plough for the same reasons, after he has 
assumed [he junoo or sacred thread round his ncch, 
and sometimes postpones or entirely avoids this in- 
vestiture in consequence. But pride of caste, like. 
other sorts of pride, is modified a good deal by cir- 
cumstances ; and this .ngriculturah exclusiveness, 
which is observed strictly by the people of the rich 
Benares province, who can afford to be supercilious, 
i is little regarded to the north of Allahabad, where 
; from various causes the demand for labour is 
I greater. 

The prevailing modes of cultivation in the 
north-west pi'ovinccs have been well described in a 
late pamphlet by Mr. Covcidcy Jackson.* We 
gather the following memoranda as to the average 
hire of labour and rent in Upper India from Mr. 

* “ Statistics of Agra, by C. C. Jackson, Esq., C. S., Col- 
lector and Magistrate. Agra, 18.50.” In which will be found 
not only much useful statistical and agricultural information, 
but also some very just remarks on the injury which our mode 
I of civil procedure may entail upon the landed proprietors ; of 
i which subject more hereafter. 
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Jackson’s Statistics, modified by our own observa- 
tions elsewhere. 


Rent. * 

Money rent varies from 15 rs. an acre to 1 r. 
4 as. Average rents may be set down thus : — 

Land of the 1st quality. The very best land, 
in which tobacco, poppy, caraway seeds, safflower, 
and garden stuffs are grown, lets at 3 rs. per village 
begah, or 15 rs. per acre. 

Land of the 2d quality. From 1 2 rs. 8 as. per 
acre to 7 I’s. S as. Crops as in -first quality, or 
wheat. 

Land of the 3d quality. From 5 rs. to 1-4 per 
acre. In this land all the more ordinary cereals, 
also sugar-cane, indigo, and cotton, are produced. 
Garden ground is seldom rented so low as this, 
except where there are no good masonry wells for 
irrigation. The proportion of each quality of land 
is about as follows : — 

1st Quality, 2^ per cent. 

2d „ 

3d „ 91 „ 

Labour. 

Ploughing in light sandy soils may be done at 
the rate of about one-half acre per diem ; the hire 
of ploughman, plough, and a pair of small bullocks, 
being about four anas. A working day for one pair 
of bullocks is from sunrise to noon. ‘ 

* We may remind the English reader that a rupee is worth 
about two shillings, and contains sixteen anas. 
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Irrigation. — One pair of bullocks in six 
hours, with three men, ivill irrigate one-fifth of an 
acre.* 

Weeding . — In a country like India, where vege- 
tation is so rapid, the weeds would destroy the au- 
tumnal crop but for constan t weedin g. Average 
hire of men, women, and boys, one with another, is 
little more than 1^^ ana per diem. 

Reaping . — The labourer gets one sheaf in 
twenty, and takes cai'e to bind good heavy ones 
for his own use, wliich the owner winks at, unless 
he be more than usually churlish. But customs 
vaiy, the general rule being that the reaper gets 
8 to 10 lbs. w^eight of ears of corn for his day’s 
work. 

Bent payable by the ryots or tenants to the su- 
perior landholders is either in money or kind. Pay- 
ments in kind are becoming less common every 
year, and prevail most in the wilder parts of the 
country. In unhealthy rough parts (such as the 
belt of jungle under our mountain ranges, for in- 
stance) the tenant gets twD-thirds, or even three- 
fom'ths, of the crop ; in more favoured places his 
shai'e is about one-half of the produce. The land- 
lord’s share is given to him as it stands, or divided 
at the granary, as may be most convenient ; some- 
times it is converted into money by appraisement. 
Like most purely agricultural folk, the ryot has an 

* It is supposed that the water is thirty-six feet below the 
surface, and that one superficial inch of water is led over the 
land. The cost of the apparatus and labour of man and beast 
per diem will be about eight or ten anas. 
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do all sorts of rough out-of-door work, and receive 
about two rupees monthly hire, and about ten pounds 
weight of grain for each plough at the time of the 
spring and autumnal harvests. If they are used 
also for domestic work in-doors, a small gratuity is 
given occasionally, and a suit of clothes at family 
weddings. The village potter, ironsmith, carpenter, 
barber, and washerman, get a large handful of ears 
of corn at the time of cutting the harvest, and about 
ten pounds weight of the grain for each plough in 
the Aullage when housed. 

Below these, again, there is-a class of agricultural 

, slaves.* ^Te use the word slaves for these domestic 

servants, either descended from parents of their own 
class, or the children of poor people adopted by the 
wealthy ; hut they are in reality free to go where 
they please, and only stay with their master so long 
as it suits their own pleasm’e. In retmm for all 
sorts of domestic service they get food, clothes, and 
protection, marry amongst their owm class, and are 
not much worse off than the rest of the labouring 
poor. 

As a general rule, the lower castes are ready to 
do any service suited to their capacity wTich the 
village proprietor requires ; they attend his ivedding 

These are called khana-zad, born in the family; or 
goolam, slave; sirkaree, i.e. belonging to the head of the esta- 
blishment ; chela or chera, dependant ; roteya, who get food in 
lieu of wages; ruhcoa, destitute persons taken to stay in a 
family (from ruhna, to remain). The females are called loundie, 
bandhees, bxindoor, dasee, and cheree ; concubines of this class 
are called sureet. 
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except just, before tbc harvest season (when he is 
now and then on short commons) and you will see 
piles of large earthen jars full of gi’ain, and very 
often a good cow or hulTalo to give milk and ghee 
to the family. 

Would that wo could give as good an account of 
the morale of these people as we honestly can of 
their ])hymqiic. They m.ay, perhaps, ho loss disso- 
lute on the whole, and less brutal than the looser 
part of the European poor, hut we shall look in vain 
amongst them for the rugged honesty of the English 
labourer, the native polish of the French paijsan, or 
f thc simplicity of the Italian coiiiadino. Of the 
i Indian peasantry we fear it must he said, cm- 
Iphatically, “ the truth is not in them.” A lie 
I seems to come to their lips almost more naturally 
than the truth. This is much from an habitual and 
i hereditary servile and timid spirit, ever taught to 
i prefer the expedient to the right. But how can 
moral right he found in the mazes of a wrong re- 
ligion ? when the fountain head is coiTupt, where 
shall we look for the clear sti’eam of truth and 
virtue ? ’Tis sad to know that so debased is the 
state of millions of men, — men patient, laborious, 
and frugal — fit for better things. Sadder still will 
it he, if Ave quietly acquiesce in the moral depravity 
around us. Be it far from us to fold the hands in 
patient indifference, to turn aAvay our heads and 
hearts Anth scorn : such is never our duty as men, 
as Englishmen, as Christians. For what purpose 
has ProA'idence brought us mysteriously, almost 
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hman in Ind ia has his. mis sion. I'ruc, 
sow the good seed ; our secular engage- 
)ublic duties forbid it. But who or 
inder us from breaking (so far as God 
[le stubborn soil? When God said, 

)e light,” the glorious work was all His 
re there (may we believe) thousands of 
spirits to roll away the bands of night. 

3 blessed Light shall shine on India 
a tell how soon the clouds may be dis- 
w many labourers may be called to pre- 
[ for the heavenly influence ! There is 
jry man and woman amongst us. Our 
motives, are scrutinised by thousands of 

.ad intelligent men. ^^Cho_can._say how 

3quenGe -of a_virtuo.us-life shall. speak _tp__ 
.. But it is not only by example and by 
lose grand levers of the human afiec- 
we may hope to move these heathen 
may do more than this, we may exert 
rectly for the benefit of the people. To 
stance : the natives are ignorant ; and it 
0 much the fashion to despise their own 
iucational resources, and to take for 
it nothing short of a miracle can elevate 
als and manners. Now, why should we 
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not try to improve the native schools, and thus to 
give the popular mind a better direction ? We can- 
not enter here on the vast question of national 
education, hut may just remind our readers, that 
where there is a will to be useful a way will he 
found. The local Government has set us all the 
example, and, superior to the senseless prejudices of 
former days, has stooped to visit and to inspect the 
indigenous schools. Every one may, if he please, 

I help on this good work. And if it be granted that 
I know ledge is better than Jgnorance, science better 
4han_quackeiw, then surely it is a noble work to 
shape aright the rising mind of the country, to give 
a true direction thereto instead of a false direction, 
— bread instead of a stone. As we cannot dispense 
with the village schools, why not strive to improve 
those nurseries of the Hindoo soul.? Why not put 
useful hooks instead of trash into the hands of the 
young ? -OjQce the taste for sound jiabulum felt, the 
_Jieal^y. appetite will grow with what it devojirs.— - 
Tales about fabulous gods, demons, and puppet- 
kings, will be thrown aside when the true lights of 
history and science dawn upon the mind. If any 
human means can, under the blessing of the Omni- 
potent, prepare His way, the means of education are 
not to be neglected. We cannot give all the in- 
struction we would ; our eyes, our son’s eyes, may 
not see the light of God break forth upon India, 
but, we repeat it, this is no reason for refusing to 
dispel the darkness. 

If we would discharge our duty to our neigh- 
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DOMESTIC HISTORY OF TUI!: RAJPOOT FAMILY. 


'Fiie name of Lord William Bentinck is, in the j 
north-Avestern provinces of India, nsually associated 
vrith the idea of progress and reform. His tern- \ 
peraincnt qualified him for the task of flinging j 
dovvn, with a strong hand, every ajiparent obstacle ; 
to improvement, and his career was essentially an : 
onward career. But, when the occasion demanded 
it, he could retrace with cautious steps the ground 
wliich his predecessors had too rashly occupied. 
Great as a reformer, he was greater still as a 
conservative. "^^'e might prove this assertion by 
other instances, hut it will satisfy our present 
purpose to give one example of this wise retro- 
grade policy. 

From the days of Timour downwards, every 
great statesman in India had been, to use Timour’s 
ouTi words, “ the Lord of the Sword and the j 
Pen.”"' To separate the department of justice 
from the department of revenue, the sword of the 
magistrate from the cutcherry of the revenue 


• “ Institutes of Timour,” book ii. 



U 8 


^O'lES ON Tlip VTr> 

iiz ^'ourii^T^y 

XQ TOlvr^^^-l 


■ ^®C0]', J,a(j . 

until Lo7^c ml' 

Eno-Iish r' Indian an 7^°^^ 

epoch or tL, ^ ■'"Produce 

"''as most thn f ' 

^^0 /limself ^^poscd by q ^^ surdity I 

versed as he iras in state. 

no man T ^ of rev. 

adulation and '^“alified to Jifn^ “^anag-e- 

t^^roTvn ovoTirn^ nd7ieh h^d f f 

Matter than Mun7.o eo^I?^'‘^^"S•'«^ation.° 

taJces and in; ^ouid point af ^ "^a njan 

Z Z T fc»Wo » *“ 

^“"■■0 tell i did thr '““S'^’ ’™«- 

‘ie impolicy 7J‘''“%!J', than 4e7r?‘* 

Po^^ce power p the reven ®^^ 0 ’'^ed 

/-.^autinSc toot ^^^omas S 

/introducino- p/g a valuable lesson 
/ Upper lodia hi ^’e^enue reform ’ 

I the offices of mn^ .^°^’dship ^visely and ? 

^/tep, if^e are fd hT ^a^^octorf ^^. 

°f Europe, iaoW?®™ *'’'’ f^E^ai ecot' 
humane one. '*> hut in reah> 

^u reparation ^ and . 

,. ^ 'nonunient .e i ^“e 

applied to the Code of 7 ” Th' 

• ^ « true that sf 1 of its sunl ‘^rm 

Was not par • j ^ “oion had K /"PPorters. 

Bentinck. "locution ti/i teryelfs''^^"'^ 

^ ® by Lord W. 


PROVINCES OF INDIA. 


149 


court of the magistrate, wliieh the jealousy of the 
middle classes, and perhaps the progress of eivilisa- 
tion, has enforced in Europe, is not suited, to the 
existing state of things, or, rather, to the state of 
the national mind, in the East. Bcfoi 'c wo came ^ 
hero , tlio.hoad. of every village,, of every province, 
^of each state, had a mixed, revenue -and- judicial — 
pover. This is what the people are used to ; they 
are prepai'cd to respect a chief, ^Yho, if he takes 
their revenue with one hand, administers speedy 
and substantial justice with the other. 

But they could never understand the theory of 
an office which gave a man the power to seize and : 
sell a whole province for revenue default, whilst he | 
could not arbitrate between a landlord and tenant 
in the most (riY-ial matter. They will never respect | 
an official who can only take their money, and j 
beyond that has no power cither to protect or to i 
punish them ; but to a chief who holds the sword 
of the magistrate as well as the pen of the tax- 
gatherer they will pay all honour and respect. 
The officer of Government feels this ; he knows 
that the people almost worship him ; and, if he 
is worth his salt, he strives to feel for them and 
with them. No longer tempted, as a mere col- 
lector of revenue, to consider all men as revenue- 
payers only, no longer provoked as a magistrate to 
conclude, as some magistrates have done, that all 
men are rogues, his position is exalted as much as 
his power is increased. The collectoi’’s influence is 
i extended, hut so, too, is the interest which he feels 
j for the people. The authority of the magistrate 
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lind opportunilios of watching the ctlect of oiir 
instilulions upon the mind of the people. AYe 
give prominence to tlic extract the more readily 
hccause we believe that sim])le details of official 
life in India, which, from some cause or other, 
an? seldom given to the public, may ho useful, 
and not without interest to our readers. This 
tale seems to us to show forcibly how well the 
collector mav aid the magistrate under the existing 
system. 

C<imp, Dt'c. 18. — Before I forget a day’s work 
I lately had, let me try to make some note of it. 
To begin at the beginning. It was, I well re- 
member, a hiirning day last July, when Kuma- 
loodcen, my deputy-collector, first came to mo 
about the Mullowlie case. The rain kept off, and 
the sky was clouded with dust, which obscured 
the sun like the ashes from a volcano. AVc used 
just then to have cutcherry open from before six 
in the morning till eleven, hut even at that early 
hour the poorer of the ondah, and s\iitors who 
had to walk home, were occasionally struck down 
by ciiiip dc on their way. I had left the 

court, and was sitting down to my mid-day break- 
fast, when the dcj)uty was announced. I felt 
disinclined at the moment to receive a visitor, 
but, knowing that he was a man of business, 
who would not come a mile out of his way (when 
the thermometer was standing at 120°) without 
some good reason, I ordered him to be shown 
in at once. Kumaloodcen is a fine-looking man, 
like most llohilla gentlemen, stout, and broad 
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nhoui (heir land, (licy will go on disputing about 
llic bouse and the freasure ; an attempt will be 
made to dig for tbc coin, when there will be a 
figbt, and some of the Thakoors will be killed, 
or, wbat is almost as bad, they will commence 
proceedings the one against tbc other in the civil 
courts. In either ease the family will be ruined, 
and that will be a pity, as they arc as fine a set 
as any in tbc pergunneb.” 

Collector {smiling ). — “I wonder, Mr. Deputy, 
if Providence bad made you a ‘ I\foonsifJ’y instead 
of a ‘ Dcpufij-Collccfoi',* wbetber you would have 
been more lenient in your strictures upon our 
system of civil justice?” 

Deputy , — “ Ask our Sudder Amcen, Sir, who 
is a zemindar himself, as well as a civil judge, 
wbetber any family of landholders, who once get 
a taste for going to law, ever stop whilst a pice 
is left them ? Heaven protect us from civil law, 
a taste for it is just like a taste for opium-eating, 
or gambling. But, vSir, excuse me, 1 was going 
to say that tbc i\Iullowlic people have all solemnly 
promised me to put off further dispute, and all 
division of their jiroperl}’, such os bouses, grain, 
stacks, &c., till tbc cold weather: then I want 
you to go tbc village for a few hours, when you 
can have the money dug up .and divided, and I 
know you will be glad to save the family from 
either broils or litigation.” 

Collector “ If the people apply to me I shall 

be glad to do wbat I can to settle their disputes ; 
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“ Imvc ganii-robhcrics every montli; and highway 
“ rohhcric?, attended with wounding, every fort- 
“ night : hut now, owing to tlic great good fortune ” 
. . . . here tlic Isaih Nazir was interrupted hy the 
entrance of a very important personage (in his 
own o])inion), liimg Lai, acting tchsildar of 

M , who stated that he had just received an 

express from the neighhouring policc-otlicer of 
.Tunglepoor, to the ctfect that a rohhery of four 
thousand rupees had taken place at !Mullowlic. 
Lung Lai expressed his desire to go at once to 
the spot, and to assist in the investigation. ‘‘ Four 
thousand rujieesl” said I: ‘‘ impossihlc ; I don’t 
hclievc it.’’ “Four thousand rupees!" groaned 
Sheikh Ivulloo; “this is the end of the year, and 
“ here comes a ease of four thousand rupees — 
‘‘ the criminal statements arc utterly spoilt. Well, 
“ there is no struggling against destiny ; what is 
“ to he, surely comes to pass ; hut, Sir, your 
“ slave always told you that the thanadar of Jun- 
“ glepoor was a kiim-huki , — a man horn under 
“ an evil omen ; and vou, with vour usual saga- 
“ city. . . .” ‘‘ Now, Shcikli," I interrupted, “put 

“ up your papers, I'cach me my spurs, and go over 
‘‘ to give mv compliments to the Deputy Sahih ; 
“ he must go with me.” In five minutes we were 
on our horses, and proceeding at a hand-gallop 
towards IMullowlie. En roiife, let me describe 
my companion, the tehsildar Rung Lai. This man 
had been for thirty years in Government employ 
in the district, and for the last ten as serishtadar 
of the collector’s office. Formerly he used to take 
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,_and -to-intr.igue„as..ni.uch .as .otlier. KaYetlis___ 
illy do , but of late years (possibly -witb an 
official promotion) he had been very guarded 
orrect in bis conduct. He was a large, 
looking man, of great capacity for business, 
inch experience. But, his late promotion to 
ice of tehsildar had turned his head a little ; 

3 we rode along he delivered himself of a 

nt stream of self-gratulation. 

i,ng Lai. — “ It was high time for you to send 

it to M ; what do you think I found 

at the tahseely ? — seven burkundaz ; yes, Sir, 
too old to walk, and riding about on ponies 
ect the revenue ; no regular office hours, and 
indred and seventeen bats ; yes, live bats in 
overnment Treasury I Then, Sir, there were 
(here Rung Lai stopped short, observing, 

DS, a cloud on my brow, and almost a tear 
eye of his predecessor, a fine old man, who 
r grown grey in the service, and expecting a 
n, was on a smart pony close behind us, lis- 
■ to our convei'sation. 

Elector — “ Well, Rung Lai, we will talk about 
lother day. You have had a good harvest, and 
ring-crops look well.” 

ing Lai. — “ By your good fortune, Sir, since I 
tiere there has been a wonderful crop ; and as 
5 revenue, which used always to be behind, it 
I up to the day.” 

Elector . — “ Good ; how do you like the people.? 

! you get on well with them ?” 

mg Lai. — “Well with them I Indeed I do; 
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they are slmreer (rebellious), very shureer, but they 
are afraid of me ; besides which, I put them to no 
expense ; when I go to the villages I won’t even 
take a drink of water from them ; in short, I . . 

Collector {getting tired of Rung Lai and his 
puffs). — “ MHiat is the name of this village ? ” 

Rung Lai. — “ Mobarikpoor. I haA’^e been in this 
pergunneh four months and ten days only, but I 
know the name of every village in it. Mobarik- 
poor is a famous place for tobacco.” 

Collector.— What are those blackened earthen 
pots stuck upon sticks in the tobacco? -They look 
like scare-crows, but surely neither bird nor beast 
wiU touch the tobacco.” 

Rung Lai (luith a subdued chuckle) “ jSTo, Sir, 

those are not scare-crows, but charms. The crop, 
you see, is good, and those pots are put up to catch . 
the envious (or evil) eye of the passer-by ; by the 
goodness of Providence I am versed in all rural 
customs, though I have lived so many years in a 
city.” 

Just here we met the owners of the village, who, 
on hearing that a hakim was passing by, bad huiTied 
out to make their salaams. “ What,” cries Rung Lai, 

“ come out without your tm’ban to see the Collector ! 
For shame !” 

Collector. — “ Never mind.” (To the zemindars, 
who were looking rather abashed), ‘‘ Well, my 
men, you have some nice land here, and a fine 
village. Have you a school for your sons ?” 

Zemindars. — “ We are poor men, my Lord ; 
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At tlie entrace of the village, a well-dressed young 
man, vith a very dejected look, met us, and made 
a salaam. Supposing him, rightly, to be one of the 
zemindars of the place, I inquired whether any 
theft had taken place, to the amount of four thou- 
sand rupees. He said, “ Yes, Sir, and I am the 
thief.’’ “ That is just what I told you. Sir,” said 
the deputy ; “ the family feuds are breaking out 
“ again, and you have come in time to settle them. 
“ Depend on it, no theft has happened at all.” By 
this time we had reached the fort, in which the 
Thakoor chiefs lived. Riding under the spacious 
doorway into the outer court, which surrounded 
the house, I observed an old man sitting, sunning 
himself on a sort of bench, who made a salaam to 
me, and called out that he had lost the use of his 
legs, or he would have got up to welcome me. This 
was Jlola si, the head of the family, whose tale I 
may here tell as shortly as I can. Holasi is a 
Chowhan Thakoor, the eldci’ of two brothers, who, 
unlike the generality of their tribe, were celebrated 
twenty years ago for their economy, prudence, 
and untiring industry. They had amassed a con- 
siderable sum of money, and owned the2arge_hlul- 
. low lie estate, as well as other distant tillages. The 
fame of their wealth haidng got abroad, a party of 
dacoits determined to attack Mullowlie. In the 
1 dead of the night Holasi was roused up, found his 
' brother enoraged hand-to-hand with the robbers, and 
arrived, with others of the family, only in time to 
save the life of his infant nephews, and to avenge 
the death of his brother, who fell covered with 
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of palsy, and (as natives often do when they become 
infirm) had made over his ovm right and interest in 
his landed estates to his son, Bijayee Singh, who, 
being an easy open-hearted man, was supposed not 
to inherit his father’s ‘talent for business. 

You might go a long way without finding a 
finer fellow than this Bijayee Singh. With a noble 
manly look, with all the innate courage and spirit 
of the Bajpoot, he was yet as gentle as a lamb. 
] There was not a bettor shot, a more dashing rider, 
(nor a more dexterous swordsman in the country 
( side, yet he nursed and watched over his old father 
I with the devotion of a woman. I have above hinted, 
that old Holasi was hurt when his nephew, Ewuz 
Singh, demanded his own share of the estate, and 
refused any longer to be satisfied with the abundant 
provision which he had hitherto enjoyed in com- 
mon vnth the rest of the family. Now, it may 
seem very natural to the English mind, and very 
right for Ewuz Singh thus to insist upon his claim- 
ing his separate share, and setting up, as we call it, 
for himself ; but, knowing how much happier the 
native families are living in patriarchal form toge- 
ther, I was veiy soriy when he came to the col- 
lector’s court to claim his separate rights. Still I 
could offer no opposition to his demand for a divi- 
sion of the land according to the terms of the village 
settlement. 

Old Holasi opposed him, disputed my authority 
to divide the land, and when other means failed 
appealed to the Commissioner, declaring that his 
nephew was under age, and not entitled to any di- 
al 
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“ from tlie clacoits ? Who nursed and fed him ? 
“ Ask him whether in this pergunneh any Raj- 
“ poot’s daughter had such a wedding as his sister ? 
“ Ask him who gave her dower, yes, from an 
“ elephant dmvnwards, — who furnished her with 
“ such jewels as Agi'a alone can supply?” “ Stop, 
‘‘ father,” said Ewuz, ‘^kusoor hooa, I have erred; 
“ now he pleased to ask the hakim to punish 
“ me. I have ill-treated you, I have robbed you.” 
‘‘ Come,” said I, ‘‘ let us hear the thanadai*. I can 
“ believe that Ewuz Singh has given 5mu pain and 
“ annoyance, old man ; but can the son of a Cho- 
“ ban Thakoor rob his own relations ? ” Hereupon 
Bijayee Singh stepped forward — “ Sir,” said he, 
“ yesterday I quaiTcUed with Ewuz Singh ; in my 
“ rage I went to the thana and accused him of 
“ theft. I lied, E^vuz is no thief : we have a dis- 
“ pute about our dwelling, but we ai’e not thieves. 
“ I am the one to blame ; punish me.” 

I called up the thanadar, got pen and paper, 
held a short proceeding after taking one or two de- 
positions, and inflicted a small fine on Bijayee Singh 
for haAung given false information to the police, 
advising him to keep his temper better in future. 
I then asked to be shown the disputed abode. Leav- 
ing the old man under the porch, we walked on. I 
never go over one of these fine old Rajpoot forts, 
mthout half envying the occupiers the quiet country 
life they lead : — there is such a rude abundance of 
farm produce, such sleek cattle and horses, such 
quiet shady spots and corners. Mullowlie was as 
nice a place of the sort as I had ever seen. Passing 
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“ and the other party take that fine range ofhonses 
“ outside, with the large court attaehed.?” They 
shook their heads, and I saw that the small dwell- 
ing-house, in which both had rooms at present, was 
the ohjcct of their desire. 

I did not choose to allude to the treasure unless 
they mentioned it to me, and we returned to the 
outer gateway, where old Holasi was seated. After 
some conversation with the young men and the 
thanadar it was settled, that the division of the 
' disputed dwellings should be decided by a piai- 
I chaijoJ, or jury composed of three neighbouring 
i landholders, whose arbitration was agreed to by 
I both the son and nephew of the old man. But he 
himself was not satisfied with this arrangement, 
and just as I was getting on my horse to retuim to 
my camp, I heard his voice. “ Sir, sir, you must 
“ stop ; I want to speak to you.” When I came up 
to him he seized me by the legs, and pressing his 
old head as well as he could towards my feet, he 
said, addressing me by ray name, “ You must not 
“ go yet ; you must do Holasi justice, or these lads 
‘‘ will fight and destroy themselves and me also. 
“ There is treasure buried in Mullowlie fort, and 
“ you must come and dig it up : I will show it to 
“ nobody living, save in your presence or the de- 
“ puty’s. Lift me up, quick, my lads, and carry 
‘‘ me to the inner house.” 

Once auain the women were scared away fi-om 
their pursuits, as old Holasi, carried by his son and 
another stout fellow, pushed into the quadrangle. 
“ Let me down there” screamed Holasi ; “ there” 
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“ it out,” cried I. “ I can’t,” said the voice below, 
“ it is brimful of rupees ; and so hea\y, it cannot 
“ bo moved.” A rope was thrown over a beam in 
the roof, then let down into the pit where the dig- 
gers were, and fastened to the neck of the Jchulsa. 
A strong pull, off flew the head of the vessel, and 
down went the pullers into the dust. In due time 
the coin was picked out, and we all set to work, 
some washing, some counting, the village bunyan 
weighing, and two tailors in a corner stitcliing large 
double bags of cotton cloth, each big enough to hold 
two thousand rupees. The contents of the brass 
vessel turned out to amount to Rs. 6392, fine old 
Furuckabad rupees, which are now at a premium 
in the market owing to the purity of the silver. 

Ewuz Singh now urged me to push the search 
further into the private rooms of his cousin Bijayee, 
on the opposite side of the quadrangle, assuring 
me that he could point out treasure there. The 
rooms iverc long and dark ; a torcli was sent for, 
but, from the rambling manner of Ewuz, I could 
see that he did not know where to look. At last 
he came to a place where the earth had newly been 
turned up. “ Look, sir,” he cried ; “ the villains, 
they have carried away the money.” At last, get- 
ting desperate, he said, “ I’ll go and bring the 
old woman, my mother ; she knows all about it.” 
Away he rushed, and returned presently, support- 
ing what looked like a bundle of clothes in his 
arms. The old lady, emerging from the folds, 
looked around, seemingly in a doting, scared man- 
ner, and then suddenly stretched out her arm, and. 
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NOTRS ON THE NOllTH-WESTEEN 


with a wilhorcd forn finger pointed to a distant 
wall. She was carried to the spot, and the dig- 
ging commenced. About a foot below the sur- 
face Ewu/, hit upon an earthen vessel. “ Here, 
here arc the rupees which my mother buried!” 
he cried with delight. “ Stoj),” said I ; “ when 
did your mother bury her treasure?” “Twenty 
years ago.” “ Then this is not hors ; for sec, 
here is the head of Queen Victoria — wliom m.ay 
Heaven long preserve.” In short, the rupees were 
some ISll in number, which Bijayce Singh had 
buried at the end of the last harvest. Instead 
of putting his savings in an old stocking, as an 
English countiwman might have done, or into a 
hole in the thatch like an Irishman,* he had, in 
the Indian fashion, buried them in the earth. 
All eyes were now turned upon the old woman, 
and surmises passed round as to the manner in 
which she, licd-riddcn in a remote part of the 
house, had become acquainted with Bijayec Singh’s 
treasure. 

There she sat, with her shrivelled arm and 

* Many of our readers may remember llie story of the 
merchant at Delhi. On his father’s death, this man was look- 
ing over the family account-books, when he found this entry : — 

“When six ghurrccs of the day were remaining on the first 
day of the month Phagoon, I buried one lac of gold mohurs in 
the dome of the Jumma Musjid.” 

The merchant, sorely puzzled, consulted the family physician, 
who, on being promised a share of the treasure, undertook to 
point it out. On the month and hour indicated he searched for 
the exact spot in the merchant’s premises where the shadow of 
the dome fell, and there, sure enough, was the money. 
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skinny finger still pointing to the gi’ound. Ewuz 
Sinoli went ao-ain to work, with two or three 
hclpei's. I came out into the court, and was 
turning over in my mind how I should best dis- 
pose of the money until the jury could he sum- 
moned to apportion it amongst the claimants, 
when a shout from within announced further dis- 
coveries. Ewuz Singh was up to his knees in' 
rupees ; he had come upon a large earthen 7no?ie, 
or uni, out of which we, in due time, counted and 
weighed 11,283 rupees. They were the same old- 
liishioncd coinage as those which had come out of 
the khnha. We had now altogether 21,S0-1< rupees, 
which were being washed, piled, and weighed. I 
sat watching the work whilst the deputy went out, 
as he said, to say his aftcnioon prayers, taking old 
liolasi with him. To tell the truth, I felt a little 
perplexed. Evening was coming on ; it was a 
wild corner of mv district ; what was I to do 
with all this money? The jmnehayet of neigh- 
bours were the best people to divide it, no doubt ; 
hut it was loo late to send for them at that hour. 
Should I seal up the coin and send it to the teh- 
sildar’s cutcherry, until the arbitrators came to 

divide it, or ? Here the deputy came in and 

addressed me in an under-tone. “ I have been 
“ talking,” said he, “to the old man, who will not 
“ make any opposition if you propose to divide the 
“ money at once, and to make over to each partv 
“ what came out of their own house.” I asked 
whether Bijayee Singh would agree. The deputv 
answered — “Bijayee Singh cares nothing abou: 
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and handsome belt, in a careless attitude, but fully 
awake to all around him. On the opposite side 
sat Ij pen in band, noting down Ewuz Singh’s 
agi'eement to the terms pi'oposed. The friends of 
Bijayee Singh began to urge him not to give his 
money or his father’s to the intruder who had 
brought discord into the family. He had stooped 
down over the coin, which had been brought out 
of his house, and lay there in a monstrous pile, 
enough to tempt the virtue of most men. Every 
breath was hushed as I asked again, in a loud 
voice, whether Bijayee Singh agreed to the terms 
proposed? The pen was waiting to take down 
his words, and it was just the moment when a 
man might he expected to make the best terms 
for himself. Bijayee Singh covered his face with 
his hands, and for a moment seemed in doubt; 
then, pushing far from him the silver pile, he 
said, “Take the money, sir, I have plenty; take 
“ it all, give it to Ewuz ; only ask him” — and here 
a tear trickled down his manly face — “ask him 
“ to love Holasi and me, and not to bring dis- 
“ sension into our home : other money I can get, 
“ but where shall I find anothe r brothe r?”* 

Ewuz melted and fell at his cousin’s feet. 
They embraced, and their voices trembled as they 
vowed to forget their strife, and to smooth with 
filial kindness the declining years of old Holasi. 

I felt proud of my Rajpoot fi’iends. “ Come, 

“ come,” I said, “ let us not forget the feelings 


* Bhai was the word used, whicli means brother or cousin. 
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VI. 

NOTJES ON THE POLICE. 


Twenty years ago a circular letter was sent 
to the magistrates of the Bengal Presidency, re- 
questing them iiot to hamstring convicts before 
execution ! * AVithin the last few months the 
Government of the north-west provinces directed 
magistrates^. to_.exemj)t from the ordinary prison- 
vj-ules of clipping and shaving, not only the sacred 
locks of Sikh prisoners, hut the hair of all convicts 
to whom such a proceeding would he “justly of- 
fensive or degrading.”! Straws throAvn up show 
which way the wind blows, and, as the animus 
of the order of 1830 and the order of 1851 is 
equally benevolent, we can only conclude that 
the humanity of the present day takes a wider 
range, and pushes its sympathies farther than did 
the humanitv of the last generation. If convicts 

*./ * Circular from Nizamul Adawlut to Magistrates, dated 

April 23, 1830. 

+ Letter from Secretary to Government, North-west Pro- 
vinces, to Inspector of Prisons. 17ih January, 1851. 
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tlie crisis of which we are writing, ive may look 
in vain for any trace of either one or the other. 
No sooner did the liands of the Mahometan em- 
perors slacken — and they had done so long before 
English cannons were heard in the Doab — no 
sooner had the scramble begun for the power of 
the old Mogul tyrants, „than - lawlessness became 

the law, misrule became the rule of the empire. 

In better days, some of the emperors, men of 
talent and power, had been able, with the help of 
their rough northern soldiers, to keep their do- 
minions in subjection, and even to introduce some 
sort of public police for a short time, and within 
a narrow boundaiy. But civil order and liberty, 
if they ever existed, formed the exception, not the 
rule of the times. Eastern poets and historians 
love to dwell upon the virtues of kings, who left 
the delights of the seraglio to patrol their cities 
in the garb of a Kotwal, or who watched so closely 
over the public morals, that a purse of gold might 
be left with security on the highway. All this 
suits the Arabian Nights or the Mahometan his- 
torians of India equally well; but,.^ as MilLs ays, 
we now know what value to put upon such state- 
\ ments. Shah Jehan had as many compliments 
paid to his police administration, and deserved 
them, as well as any of his predecessors, yet it 
was from his court that the travelHng physician 
Bernier wrote so feelingly of “ le peu d’argent qui 
me restoit de diverses rencontres de voleurs.’’ 

From the days of Shah Jehan down to the 
time when Lord Lake wrested Upper India from 
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ropeaii discipline prevailed : Eastern numbers and 
valour, liowever great, could make no lasting stand 
against tlie science of the West. 

Wherever the White Cross of Savoy* flashed 
across the battle-field victory followed in its train. 
The heroes of Rajpootana, those bold Rbatores, 
whose impetuous cavalry had so often swept all 

* These were the colours of Du Boigne. To illustrate well 
the old saying that truth is more wonderful than fiction, we 
could wish to see a well-written account of the life of this 
Savoyard adventurer. It would be interesting to watch his 
career from the time he left his native home at Chamberri, to the 
day when, with a personal guard of his own, 600 Persian cavalry, 
he turned his back on Hindostan, of which he had long been the 
virtual king, to seek tliat home again. Having served as a 
soldier under his own prince, then as an ensign in Lord Clare’s 
regiment of the Irish brigade under the French king, later still 
having fought the Turks in the uniform of the Russian empress, 
having been imprisoned at Constantinople and sold as a slave, he 
had gone through all that training of war and adversity which 
might fit him for the role he had to play in Hindostan. His 
parents bought him out of slavery, and he became again an 
officer in the army of Russia. By one of those seeming chances 
on which the destinies not only of men but of nations are sus- 
pended, Lieutenant Benit Du Boigne found himself commanding 
the escort of an English nobleman who was making a progress 
among the Grecian islands. Lord Percy gave him letters to 
Warren Hastings, then governor of Bengal, and to Lord Macart- 
ney, governor of Madras. After various fortunes, Du Boigne 
found himself nominally in the service, but in reality master, of 
Scindia and his domains. And whether as a civil governor or 
as a military commander, he has left behind him an imperishable 
name in the north-western provinces of India. (See Mill, book 
vi. chap. 12, and Mr. Fraser’s interesting memoir of Col. 
Skinner.) As an instance of the terror of Du Boigne’s name, 
we may notice that, when Nujuf Khan, who held the fortress of 
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subjection is secured, civil liberty is endangered. 
The change working in Scindia’s dominions under 
Du Boigne in the IStli century, resembled from 
many points of view the change which France had 
seen in the 15th century, under Charles VII. or 
Louis XL, which Spain had seen under Charles V. 
The sturdy clans of Hindostan, like the nobles 
of France or the mechanics of Toledo, had. to 
learn the lesson which a regular force alone can 
teach ; they were sinking fast from the state of a 
warlike nation keeping down a feeble court, to the 
state of a warlike people kept down by a standing 
army. If in our oivn country the civil power was 
once, though once onl)', extinguished, when the 
well-trained di-agoons and pikemen of Oliver Crom- 
well showed our forefathers what discipline could 
do, we may well believe that the liberty of the 
subject was a thing of small account, when a Mah- 
ratta chieftain first found himself, thanks to a re- 
gular army, supreme from the Nerbudda to the 
Sutlej. 

But if History teaches us that a standing . army,’ 
Avithout a constitutional government, means des- 
potism, we m^"" learn in the same book that a mer- 
cenary army, and especially an army commanded by 
.mercenaries, endangers the despot who owns it. 
What the Swiss hirelings and German black bands 
were to Europe, the brigades of Du Boigne and 
Perron were to Upper India. Like other merce- 
naries, they were good servants, but bad masters ; 
and when Du Boigne, with his sovereign the old 
Patel, passed ofiF the scene, Dowlut Rao Scindia 



0« TIIF. sour» 

. .t „n CTlg« 


n-TFS Ot^ T''''' ^ ^ micWy 

j 50TF> ^ p-ncnBC, .•'. 

''-'-".Si- - -t -r* '“1*0 

“tod poUoylw'^ locgo ^ „v ''o'l'‘=YrttyAo'^’ 

tl t'-attov adtolW. „{ j, y„ 

, loovcotoay „„ every ardo, 

%»=='“ rx-tixis 

, 1 cnVl^GlS, ^ t^+octneTl ',^^0,5 0 


;;Utag fev *0^^ ^^eegeo fr"” “ Boi^ne. tod Vo 
^ tod togto lien are 

jecUou ^ X,orc ^ooU^g -lA 

n? Ws o"'»;l;Vs vaaoei- « * \„etondo-an 

"l: oil “ f pies *0 totod--;' 

1:L dvad r-do- 

learTO^nag o a. change^ A V 

tlaeia- ^ , quiwrev 


■Eng''s\d- 


. C. f^evet q» 
. ^fDu'Bo'gtves, 

U.»sa=»S«° 


ruOVINCES OF INDIA. 


181 


^ .ovcr the spirit of the people. ,The...spleiidid.har 

bald ty of former ages is fading from their memory, ^ 
the days of Eastern romance are numbered, the j 
flood of Eastern splendour is receding, hut to leave, i 
as we hope, the solid foundations of peace and pro- 
sperity behind. 

We have dwelt thus upon the historical circum- 
stances which preceded our appearance in Upper 
India, because they aflbi'd a clue whereby to unravel 
that curious moral tangle, a test whereby to analyse 

jthat-struiige compound of lawlessness, military taste, 

__and_ciyil subjection, which goes to make up the up- 
countiy man. We have remarked on other occa- 
sions how little these rough sons of nature care for 
the law, yet how much they respect the lawgiver, or 
at least the minister of the law ; how supremely 
indifferent they are at once to public peace, and to 
public liberty. It follows, then, that the difficulties 
which the ruling power has to encounter in dealing 
with such a population are peculiar. A liberal 

Government would gladly encourage public spirit,' 

but its paramount duty is to maintain public order. _ 

Press these people too much with rules and re- 
straints, and what chance is there of seeing them 
free-minded or public-spirited? Take the curb 
from off them — on the other hand, loosen the reins 
of government too fi’eely, and what hope is there of 
public order ? In Indian politics, the middle way 
is the safe way, but it is not an easy way either to 
find or to keep. Look round the world, and we 
shall find that in religion, in politics, even in science, 
great minds only can hold and keep this middle 
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there is scarcely one whom he can feel sure of for a 
single hour. To fight efficiently his daily battle 
against crime and fraud, the president of an Indian 
cutcherry requires the spear of Ithuriel, the hands 
of Briareus, the eyes of Argus ; but let him want 
help as he may, he is all alone, and his pursuit of 
truth is one endless round of difficulty and dis- 
appointment. 

We have urged this consideration of the pe- 
culiar diflicultics to which a magistrate is exposed 
who has no public to help him, because, without 
making allowance for this hindrance as well as 
the other drawbacks which the very history of the 
people supplies to all administrative efficiency, it 
would he impossible to weigh justly the merits of 
the EncUsh administration. But, as one crime., 
breeds, a second, so does one social defect produce 
another. AiMiere there is no public spirit there is 
no very distinct public voice, and where thei'e is no 
public voice the ruler of the people must often give 
heed to uncertain sounds. Wlien these sounds 
come from all sides, and in every variety of discord, 
he may be tempted to pause, distracted ; or if he 
strike out rijrht or left, he will often strike at ran- 
dom. Tlie Eastern mind loves to throw the honest 
English understanding into this dilemma. Kothiug 
pleases an astute Hindoo better than the tormenting 
an enemy secundum artem through the iiistm- 
mentality of a police court. Let him soe hut a 
chance of success, and he ■tviU rush into the mswis- 
trate with cries and gesticulations that must pj.irpjst 
attention, and may create sympathy. .Se!f-ir.fiicted 
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the characters of his people into European form, is 
like a sculptor cutting an Apollo Belvedere out of 
sandstone. However firm the hand, however skilful 
the touch, the work soon crumbles into dust and 
disappointment. 

The best magistrate, then, is he who laughs at 
disappointment, and works steadily on as though 
success were still within his reach. And so it is, to 
a certain degree. It is no small success to win the 
hearts and atfections of a people who, though igno- 
rant or artful, can still be grateful. One thing is 
very sure, that whatever a magistrate is in India, 
the people null soon find it out. The native subor- 
dinate functionaries watch every turn of his coun- 
tenance, every inward working of his soul, as a 
spaniel watches a gamekeeper’s whip : the common 
people watch him as a Pei'sian watches the sun, and 
regulate their conduct accordingly. 

But it is time that we should leave generalities, 
and come a little to matters of detail. We are not 
going to inflict, in this place, upon our readers a list 
of regulations and acts of the Goveimment, but we 
will invite them to accompany us in what may prove 
a somewhat desultory search of anything picturesque, 
interesting, or of practical importance, in up-country 
police matters. For the use of professional persons 
who may care to trace the origin of some of our 
most important rules, we subjoin to this article a 
few memoranda hastily thrown together, and of no 
great originality, which still may be interesting to 
a beginner. (^See page 199.) 

The historian Mill told us long ago, though not 



186 


NOTICS ON THE NORTH-WESTERN 


before Bengal had cnjo3-cd many years’ experience 
of Lord Cornwallis’s code, that the penal law set up 
by tbe English in India was defective in clearness^ 
certainty, promptitude, cheapness, and nice adapta- 
tion of penalties to each species of delinquency, to a 
^ degi’ce that never had been surpassed and very 
I rarely had been equalled ; and added, “ Its failure, 
; “ therefore, and the misery of the people who must 
I “ depend upon it for protection, are not a subject 
I “for surprise.”* ISTow, judging from the docu- 
ments then before him, we believe the historian was 
justified in making these severe remarks. But we, 
writing in the upper pi-ovinces, at the present day, 
are glad to be able conscientiously to declare, that 
the efiects of our penal laws and administration 
have been beneficial to the people, in, if not the 
highest, yet a very high degree. The texture of 
the law is curious enough, if texture be the right 
term to apply to a piece of patchwork ; but if it 
serves to protect the poor man we will not quarrel 
with it : a coat may have many colours, and be a 
very good coat for all that, 
j One test of the efficiency of the penal law and 
I of its manner of administration, is the prevalence 
I or absence of great crimes. Now, it might not be 
hard to demonstrate that great crime is less 
common in Upper India! than in many old 
settled countries — our own, for instance j and, 

* Mill’s “ History of India,” book vi. chap. 6. 

I We propose a closer examination of this point in a future 
number, ■ 
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at all events, it may be asserted with confidence, 
that life and. property are at this moment generally 
as secure in the Agi*a Presidency as in England. 
To take an example or ti\^o. Thug gee, if we are 
to believe the frequent correspondence of the 
“ Times,” is more common in the purlieus of 
Eusscll Square than in the metropolis of Upper 
India. Amongst us in the East, professional 
villains are to be found, occasionally, who, having 
performed the prescribed ablutions, proceed to 
drug the traveller for the sake of his money, ..but 
it_is._not. in India that wives mix arsenic in their 
husbands’ tea, in order to gain a few pounds by 
the funeral. The few straggling dacoits of the 
north-west are not much worse than the many 
bands of armed burglars in Berkshire or Kent. 
It is in Surrey, not in Agra, that justices of the 
peace go to bed with a revohdng pistol under 
their pillow. Highway robbery is far more 
common on the turnpike roads of Old England, 
than on the Grand Trunk Hoad of India.* Bold, 

* A late number of the “Times” is on our table, for 
Monday, July 28th — a busy lime, and a lime when editors need 
not beat about for crimes to fill up gaping columns. This 
paper is full of crime. The Cheshire banditti, with masks and 
pistols, figure in one page with the Yorkshire highwaymen. 
Thirteen of these last-named gentry were convicted of highway- 
robbery at the summer assizes at Y'ork, and speaking of this 
crime, the judge remarked, “ that peaceable people walking 
“ about after night-fall were in continual danger of being 
“ attacked and robbed by two or three ruflSans banded to- 
“ gether.” Is there a district in the Agra Presidency of which 
the same could be said with truth ? 
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voucli for tlie legal accuracy of our friend’s views, 
tliougli we can for the literal truth of his story. 
To our lay mind his reflections seem supported hy 
reason and common sense, hut he shall speak for 
himself. 

Extract from an Up-country Mngislrat(^ s 
Note-Book. 

Camp. Uecemher 1850. — I received some 
papers from one of the deputy-magistrates of 
my district to-day, which set me thinking whether, 
after all, justice between man and man is not done 
as well here as at home. At all events, sivindlers 
and rogues seem to me to thrive in England, and 
often because the law will not encourage a magis- 
trate to put down fraud and chicanery. Here, on 
the contrarv, everv magistrate who has a grain of 
energ}' tries to put down fraud, or to punish it, as 
well as open crime or disorder. 

I have fallen into this train of thought caving 
to the following incident- A few days ago, wl.'en 
taking petitions in the open air, as is my custom, I 
was struck with the appearance of one of the crowd- 
Hc was a well-dressed, venerable-looking old man, 
with a long silver beard. On to the front of his 
dress was stuck a petition, well written on an eight 
anna stamp paper. Both his arms had been cut 
off, as I afterwards learned, under the native regime 
some flftv vears ago, probably on account of some 
crime. Having lost his aimss, the old gentleman 
had long lived by his wits, and when I saw him 
was following the vocation ot a corse-dealer. I 
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frayed by the liorse -doctor. A written agreement 
to tins effect had been drawn up, and taken at the 
instance of tbe Syed to tlie police-office to be at- 
tested. That tile deputy-magistrate bad seen the 
borsc, which was still ailing, and that Rambux 
refused to let the owner take away the horse 
before tbe cure was complete, until the expenses 
of food and medicine had been paid, and a loan 
of Ks. 5, cash advanced to the Syed, repaid. 

My order on receiving this report was, that if 
the horse-dealer wanted redress he might apply to 
the civil courts, as the case was clearly not a 
criminal one ; but I added, as the defendant in 
the case was a respectable man, I doubted not that 
if the Syed would pay expenses, and repay the loan 
made to him, the horse would be given up. I have 
just heard that both parties took my advice, and so 
the matter is settled. Now, it may or may not be 
desirable that, as a general rule, magistrates should 
interfere, as I and my deputy did in this case ^ yet, 
on the whole, I contend, that the spirit of readiness 
to listen at all events to men who complain of 
injury, is one that should be encouraged. There 
is little fear of too much being done ; the natural 
desii'e of most public men is to avoid labour which 
does not legitimately belong to them, and they have 
more reason to fear the temptation to do too little 
than the inducements to do too much. I should 
never have noted down so commonplace a transac- 
tion as that between Syed Ali and Bambnx but for 
the contrast which it displays, so far as the magis- 
terial animus is concerned, to another affair about 
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about liira, vrliicb oiiglit to have put me on my 
guard. Pulling a key out of his pocket, be opened 
the stable door, and showed me the hunter. Liking 
the look of the mare I asked for a trial, to which 
the omier at once assented. Tom the groom 
saddled her, and led her out into the yard.' I 
was just about to put my foot in the stirrup, when 
]\Ir. Sharp came forward, and said, ‘ No offence. 
Sir, I am sure you are quite the gentleman, and 
that even thing is all right, hut, as I have not the 
pleasure of knowing you, just as a matter of busi- 
ness I’ll trouble you for a deposit.’ Seeing me hesi- 
tate, he went on, ‘ a mere form, Sir ; a cheque will 
do. Sir, if you do not happen to have the cash 
about you.’ Well, to make a long story short, I 
gave ]Mr. Sharp a cheque on my hankers for 351., 
tried the mare, found that she went tender before, 
and she was hroken-winded, and in a few minutes 
returned to the Mews. Tom ran out to hold the 
mare, and the moment I was off her hack, led her 
into the stable, and locked the door. I felt a 
twinge of insecurity, as Tom came up with a touch 
of the hat, and began, ‘ Well, Sir, how do you find 
her? Worry tidy mare we reckons her, and Master 
wouldn’t a part with hei', hever so, only he’s been a 
going — excuse me. Sir — rayther too fast lately, and 
is a breaking up of his stablishment.’ 

“ I sufforested that the mare was lame and 

OO 

hroken-Avinded. 

Tom . — “ ‘ Well,' Sir, she he a little shade thick 
in the wind, but, bless you. Sir, that’s no detur- 
ment ; — ^hut 111 run and call Master, you ad better 

o 




Tato^'toS - Tf rSvoon . *4 X 

scnlvy”''®' muticl'inSf, "„v’ I »"= 

oootca »g»'"' ® .oor M»5tot. 

X .c . V?\w« '* ^ ^ step^od out , 

ouougdu 

,t”sToft uotd 1 “ v.sV>cd to tuVo 

p ..O dou’t 

“n-.But/ttoude^^V’ .dtettcttyoalt 

t\ve tnarc, g-^, tT^a 

' . T \^tio\v IS 'n ;Mastcr 

^ Most® i ^ Poets ttot Cto give yo 

X®- B Ud t=e os tuuc'^ os 

worry po . tbo nvon 5 • 

*“ ’Tw'h «®*’ '''"'tor ?’ X W 

®J xXooo 


pax'-x'-* *. +\ie iaoixx.j • 

To"*'" . „ port? ®Xto>t 

wos o^^'tuo 1 

loutig^^S 


PROVINCES OF INDIA. 


195 


story ; — when I had got half through it, the magis- 
trate looked surlily up from his paper, took a con- 
temptuous stare at me, (my friend was as well 
dressed and good-looking a man as one could 
meet), and then drawled 'out, — as he turned over 
the leaves of the ‘ Post,’ ‘ Go out, will you, and 
don’t take up the time of the 'court with your 
nonsense.’ 

" I left the place in disgust, and, fool though I 
have been, I still rejoiee to think that, at all 
events, I never treated the poorest native in the 
way this London magish*ate treated me. I have 
been to consult a friend at the India House, and 
am now on my way baek to the stables.” 

Here ended my friend’s story. 

Although I thought his position rather hopeless 
so fai' as the S5l. was concerned, I suggested an 
interview with my solicitor; hut on hearing the 
case, the man of law at once pronounced that the 
mily resource was a civil action, hut that we should 
not find Mr. Sharp “ worth powder and shot.” 

And thus rogues prey upon the unsuspecting 
portion of mankind in England every day in the 
year. As an illustration of the popular feeling in 
such cases, I ivill quote the remark of my friend 
the coachman of our coach. He could not restrain 
•a grin as I went over my friend’s story. “Well, 
“ Sir,” he said, “ excuse me ; hut the gent was to he 
“ sure rayther in a manner of speaking what we 
“ calls softish ; howsomedever' that knowing cove 
“ would not a treated me so, he’d a knowed better. 
“ Bless your heart I’d a been the death on him. I’d 
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liis dictionary. Ho then learns that hud means 
had, and mdash means livelihood, and that the 
term 'hadmdashd is applicable to persons of had 
repute, who have no ostensible means of earning an 
honest livelihood. 

If a man leads an idle dissolute life, and is no- 
torious as a thief or a vagabond, it is the duty of 
the magistrate in India, on being duly certified to 
the above cficct, to call the accused person before 
him, and institute an inquiiy into his way of life. 
Habitual ofienders against the law arc at once di- 
rected to furnish security for their good conduct, 
and failing to do so, are sent to prison, cither for a 
year, by order of the magistrate, or for as much as 
three years, by the Sessions Court, if their case 
may seem to require such prccautionaiy treatment. 
Without this power, the authorities would never 
have been able to introduce that degree of order 
and public peace for which the Upper Provinces of 
India arc generally remarkable. 

In England, notwithstanding the existence of a 
statute’’ Avhich might be cnfoi'ced with the best 

* Here is ihe opinion of a jurist of no mean repute in Eiig;- 
land, Mr. M. D. Hill, Q. C., Recorder of Birmingham : — 

“ Tliere is a statute on the books," says Mr. Hill, “ by which 
a reputed or suspected thief, by freejuenting streets and certain 
places therein described, which are supposed to furnish greater 
opportunities for plunder than others, may, if the magistrate 
before whom he is brought infer from such frequenting that his 
intent was to commit a felony, be adjudged to be a rogue, and 
may be punished with imprisonment. 

“ What I would propose is, that when, by the evidence of 
two or more credible witnesses, a jury has been satisfied that 
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afflicted with physical pestilence, should he tended^ 
watched, and cured; and then, hut not till then, 
sent into the world of eveiy-day life. Infection, at 
all events, should he prevented, and in India it is so 
r prevented, where a confiimed “ mauvais sujet" is 
taken up, put into prison, and taught to make 
carpets or paper, or set to work on the public 
roads. Are we wrong in saying that here again 
Indian mofussil law has the advantage ? 

We hope that the comparisons which we have 
attempted to di'aw will not be misunderstoodj as 
though we put them forward in the wretched “ tu 
quoque” sph'it of argumentation, which tries to puff 
up one cause by running down another. Our mo- 
fussil police and magisterial courts have, we well 
know, many faults to which we hope hereafter to 
direct attention ; hut there are also in our criminal 
procedures some strong redeeming points, marked 
by practical usefulness and sound common sense. 
Let us give credit where credit is due. We have 
still much to contend with, why should we fear to 
assert that much has been accomphshed ? 



EMORANDUM OK THE RlSE AND PROGRESS t)F CRIMINAL 

Law in the Seng a l Presidency. 


{See page 185.) 


Before we call attempt to sketch the outline of our up- 
country penal code, it will be necessary to examine its origin. 
The body of laws introduced into the ceded and conquered 
Provinces has, for its prototype, Lord Cornwallis’s Bengal Code 
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of 1793. On the present occasion we shall satisfy ourselves with 
running “ currenle calamo" over those earlier rules on which 
our existing Regulations are founded. Nor. will our limits allow 
us in this , paper to get beyond the laws introduced into llie 
Benares Province in 1795. 

The Bengal Code may be traced back to the “ General Re- 
gulations for the Administration of .lustice ” proposed by the 
Committee of Circuit at Cossim-bazaar, and “ made and or- 
dained by the President and Council in Bengal in 1772.” 

From this date the Collector of each district was not only to 
preside in the Provincial Court of Dewaunee, on the part of the 
Company (in their quality of “ King’s Dewan”), but also was to 
attend to and watch the proceedings of the Fdujdarree Adawlut. 
The sword of the magistrate was at this time ostensibly wielded 
by the Nazim, or supreme magistrate, whose authority was 
derived, or supposed to be derived, from the imperial fountain 
of law and dominion at Delhi. The real power was generally 
in the hands of Warren Hastings, The besetting sin of this great 
man, which was to bring upon him, ten years later, the thunder- 
ing vituperation of Burke before the Commons, and which, five 
years after that, was to put him on his knees in Westminster 
Hall before the Peers of England, the sin of “ unscrupulous- 
ness,” breaks out in his Minutes at this early date. 

Dacoits were the scourge of Bengal tlien as they are now, 
and by the 35th article of the new Regulations such offenders 
were declared liable to capital punishment, whilst their families 
were to be condemned to perpetiial slavery. The Committee 
had apologised for proposing this severe enactment, but Hast- 
ings, in a letter (signed by him as President of Council, 10th 
July, 1773), not only defended this harsh law, but also urged 
the necessity of selling as slaves, or transporting in slavery to 
Fort Marlborough, all convicted felons and life prisoners. “ By 
“ this means,” he says, “ the Government will be released from 
“ a heavy expense in erecting prisons, keeping guards in monthly 
“ pay, and in the maintenance of accumulated crowds of pri- 
“ soners. The sale of the convicts will raise a considerable 
“ fund if these disorders continue. If not, the effect will be yet 
“ more beneficial,” 
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To support these severe propositions, he states that the’ Ma- 
hometan law is founded on the most lenient principles, and an 
abhorrence of blood, whilst the instances of strict and exemplary 
justice done by Mahometan princes, and recorded in history, are 
of the most sanguinary kind, and inflicted without regard to 
law; whence he argues it is necessary and desirable for the 
sovereign power to depart, in extraordinary cases, from the strict 
letter of the law ; and he recommends this practice to his brother 
counsellors. Thus did the dispenser of law trample law under foot. 

The evil of false complaints to which we have adverted in 
our preceding article, seems to have been common, and a very 
wholesome rule was made, which, with certain limitations, would 
be useful in the present day. In the 16th Article of the 
Regulations of 1772, the custom of levying chowt, or other fee 
or commi.ssion on the account of money recovered, or etldk, a 
fine on the decision of causes, as well as all heavy arbitrary fines 
(in civil suits), is abolished. “ But,” says Article 17th, “ as 
“ cases may occur, in which it will be highly necessary for the 
“ welfare of the community, to curb and restrain trivial and 
“ groundless complaints, and to deter chicane and intrigue ; 
“ which passions amongst these people ofte7i work to the undo- 
“ ingof theirneighbours ; a discretion shall, in such cases, be left 
“ to the court, either to impose a fine, not exceeding five Rupees, 
or inflict corporal punishment not exceeding twenty lashes with 
“ a rattan, according to the degree of the offence and the person’s 
“ station in life.” We think that in the present day a few rat- 
tans would operate well in such cases, and deter people from 
resorting to the courts of justice in order to oppress their enemies, 
or to extort money from the public more effectually than fine or 
imprisonment, which our existing laws adjudge in such cases. 
In the civil courts especially the revival of some such enactment 
as this would work like a charm, for there are persons who use 
these courts as wicked priests once used the Inquisition, and 
who hold the threat of a civil suit, to be supported by forged 
documents and false swearing, as an Italian bandit holds a 
blunderbuss to the head of a wealthy traveller. And, to tell the 
truth, the public in some parts of India where forgers and false 
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swearers have long triumphed, no more desire to find themsclvc 
ns defendants in a civil suit opposed to such machinators, tha 
the good people of the sixteenth century desired to find their 
selves handed over to tlic civil power on tiie prosecution of th 
Courts Spiritual. 

But this is a digression, and probably an unprofitable one 
as it is, we fear, too late to hope tfiat our civil courts will burs 
forth from the time-honoured cerements of law and form, to ad 
minister speedy and substantial justice. We now take leave c 
the Code of 177.3, with the remark that in it we may trace th 
germ of most of our subsequent legislation. 

In 1774 we find Hastings appointing thannah, or polic' 
stations, and stung to the quick apparently by the continue! 
ravages of dacoits, urging that “all persons of whatever degree 
“ or profession who shall be convicted of receiving fees or othe 
“ pecuniary acknowledgments from robbers, knowing them t( 
“ be such, or of abetting or conniving in any shape in thei 
“ practices, shall be adjudged equally criminal with them, ant 
“ punished with death.” At the same time he revived the ole 
offices of foujdar and thannadar. (See extracts from the pro^ 
cecdings of the Governor and Council, under date 19th April 
1774, quoted by Colebrooke in his Supplement to the Digest ol 
Regulations and Laws.) 

By the resolutions of Government, recorded on the 6th April, 
1781, the foujdars and thannadars were recalled, the judges ol 
the several Dewannee Adawluts were invested With the power oi 
magistrates for the apprehending of dacoits, though the power 
of punishing such delinquents was still reserved to the Courts ol 
Nizamut Adawlut acting in the name of the Nabob. And, in 
order to lick the criminal statements and police reports of all 
these odd courts into shape, a covenaiited officer was appointed 
on a salary of Rs. 1000 per mensem, with the title of “ Remem* 
brancer of the Criminal Courts.” At this period we have only 
to remark, that the general spirit of the legislation was of a 
practical turn ; that the English officers, under the cloak of the 
Nabob’s name, exercised great power in a somewhat unscru- 
pulous manner; and that, notwithstanding Hastings’ remarks on 
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the Woodless cliarocter of the Mahometan law, wretches used, by 
its operation, even under the eye of the English courts, to suffer 
amputation of one or more limbs for grave offences. 

Passing on to 1787, we then find tlie district chief as judge, 
collector, and magistrate, deciding petty cases and inspecting 
jails. Still, however, the larger share of criminal authority 
remained nominally with the Nabob, Mahomed Reza Khan, in 
his capacity of Naib Nazim. 

Tlirec years later, owing to the “ numerous robberies, mur- 
“ dors, and other enormities daily committed throughout the 
“ country,” and for other weighty reasons, we find further 
changes required. The jurisdiction of the judge — collector 
sitting as magistrate was defined, the curtain dropped upon the 
Naib Nazim, and the Governor-general, Lord Cornwallis, stood 
forth and expressed his determination to resume the superinten- 
dence of the administration of criminal justice throughout the 
British Provinces. Four courts of circuit, three for Bengal and 
one for the Bohar Province, were established. Two convenanted 
Civil Servants of the Company sat in these courts, assisted by a 
Cazec and Muftec. The chief criminal court, or Nazamut 
Adawlut, was removed from Moorshedabad to Calcutta, and 
the Governor-general and Members of Council presided, with 
the head Cazec of the provinces, and two Muftees, to ex- 
pound the law when wanted. The decisions of this high court 
were under certain restrictions to be regulated by the Maho- 
metan law. By these restrictions the absurd distinctions made 
by Aboo Huneefah as to the mode of the commission of murder, 
were set aside, and the relations of the murdered man were no 
longer to be permitted to pardon the offender and stand between 
the law and the law’s victim. 

It was not till 1791 that the Governor-general in Council 
resolved that the punishment of mutilation should be discon- 
tinued. The loss of one limb was to be exchanged for seven 
years' imprisonment with labour, and loss of two limbs for four- 
teen years’ similar punishment. 

In the following year it was ordered that the police establish- 
ments hitherto kept up by landholders in virtue of their engage- 
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nients to Govoriimcnt should be discharged, and police office) 
in future sliould be nominated by the magistrate. Tiie darogh 
of police tlius commissioned was ordered, amongst other dutiei 
to apprcliend and send to tlic magistrate all vagrants or sus 
pected persons who might be lurking about his jurisdictio 
without any ostensible means of subsistence, or who could nc 
give a satisfactory account of themselves. Here we may trac 
the origin of the future " bud-mdash" regulations, of whic 
notice has been made in the article to which this Mcmorandui 
belongs. The village watchn)en, those useful links in the grea 
police chain — that is to say, useful when well paid and looke 
after — were put under the darogha's control. Police daks wer 
established, and certain piratical-shaped boats were put unde 
an interdict. Most of these rules were well adapted to tli 
existing state of things. 

And now, in 1793, legislation was attempted on a more am 
bitious scale. Lord Cornwallis decided to separate the col 
lector’s office from that of the magistrate and judge. This wa 
good European policy, but, in our opinion, not suited to the lati 
tude of Bengal ; and our own private belief (a weakness, it ma; 
be) is, that if one district chief, within moderate limits, had re 
mained supreme in each Bengal district, we should not hear s 
much of dacoits and gang-robbers along the lower Ganges a 
we now do. But we are wandering from our subject, and wil 
only make one more remark on the complicated and tediou 
enactments of 1793. These laws contain three elements, Englisl 
justice, English common sense, and English law. For th 
justice and common sense which pervade the Code, we giv- 
Lord Cornwallis our best thanks ; never were such wholesomi 
infusions more welcome. For the English law, we beg to say 
that it is all very good in its way for those who like it, in he 
Majesty’s Courts at Westminster, but it never did any good 
and never will do any good in Bengal. What European Jire 
water has been physically to the Red Indian, European law ha 
been morally to the Indians of the East. Millions ofsimph 
men, alike in the Lower and Upper Provinces, curse the da’ 
when they or their fathers first tasted English law, so far as it i; 
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developed in onr civil jurisprudence; under its forms and delays 
thousands of village communities, which neither force nor famine 
could disperse, have crumbled into dust. 

But, we must hasten on, and will ask our readers only to 
pause a moment with us at our own classic city of Benares, to take 
one taste of English law made expressly for the Brahmins of the 
place — a nice of men, like Corporal Bunting’s cat, more feared 
than respected. Class legislation, as it is called, is bad enough 
under any circumstances, but when bad laws are made to save 
bad men from punishment, the extreme of legal absurdity would 
seem to have been attained. But. no; any man may learn how 
bad laws, sucii as these, can be made worse, by legal forms and 
technicalities, and to any sceptic we beg to suggest a careful 
perusal of Reg. 21 of 1795. This law provides for the punish- 
ment of Brahmins in Benares. Amongst them an accursed 
practice used to prevail of threatening to kill themselves, and, 
what was much worse, their wives and children, when anything 
contrary to their wishes was required of them. Such sacrifices 
of wives and little ones by fire or the sword were by no means 
uncommon, and as Brahmins, do what crime they might, were 
not to be subjeeted to capital punishment, some law was con- 
sidered necessary to meet these atroeious cases. Benares 
happened to have been under a Hindoo ruler before Warren 
Hastings laid hands on the province, but let us suppose, for 
argument’s sake, that the Brahmins of Benares had, under any 
of the more reputable Mahometan princes, commenced sacrific- 
ing their children when the tax-gatherer eame to their doors;' 
the Mahometan would have had blood for blood, and the 
Brahmin would at once have expiated his unnatural crime with 
his life. But wlien once the taste for English legal forms, 
delays, and observances had come in, summary punishment, 
however Just, was out of the question. Besides the sort of benefit 
of clergy, which the laws extended to all Brahmins in Benares, 
the very forms of those laws put summary punishment, and even: 
summary repression of crime, out of the question. 

The lehsiidar, lot us suppose, had intended to enforce through 
a peon the ordinary process of the revenue authorities to realise 
money due by a land-holding Brahmin. The Brahmin bars his 
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outer door, and declares Ids intention to establisli a hoorh ; 
other words, catches hold of a knife or a torcli in one hand, 
his infant child in the other, and vows to burn or slay if he 
asked to pay a single rupee. Now, observe the process accordir 
to law, whilst the Brahmin is killing his family, — 

1st. — The peon is to wait upon the tchsildar. 

2d. — Tclisildar (after taking peon’s deposition) to wait up( 
the collector. 

3d. — Collector to summon the Government vakeel. 

4th. — Government vakeel to move the magistrate. 

5th. — Magistrate to send a relative to the angry Brahmin. 

6th. — Relative failing “ componcre litcs," then a Brahm, 
Chuprasscy was to enter upon the negotiation. 

7th. — Brahmin failing, a Mahometan peon was to take tl 
offender into custody, if he could catch him. 

Lastly. — If the Mahometan peon arrived too late, and foun 
only the ashes or the mangled bodies of the Brahmin's famil 
then the Brahmin himself, when caught, would be liable to tran 
portation, and his family (such as survived) were to be banishet 
and their lands forfeited. So the families of such Brahmins i 
had a bad temper, and a dislike to cash payments, had tl 
option of being burnt or being banished ! 

Such of our readers as are blessed with children round the 
knees will recognise in this animated series of legal proceeding 
enumerated above, the original of that popular nursery mytli, i 
which the prominent characters are an old woman and a pig 
Water won’t quench fire, fire won’t burn stick, stick won't faei 
dog, dog won't bite pig, pig won’t get over gate,, and I shan 
get home to my supper to-night.” 

Thank Heaven, we have got rid of most of these forms in ou 
criminal and' revenue institutions ; but they cluster thicJi aroun 
the temple of civil justice still. And here, having worked on 
way home to Benares, we must pause, with the, hope of carryin: 
this hunied examination of the law, further up the country ii 
onr next number. 
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VIL 

NOTES ON THE POLICE. 


Themistocles, -when desired at a feast to 
toucli the lute, replied, “I cannot fiddle, but I ' 
can make of a small town a great city.” Now, ' 
for India we want, if we can get them, men who 
shall come up to the vaunt of the Athenian com-. . . 
mander..; not fiddlers, but men of pith and pro- 
gress. We look for science, not art; statesmen, 
not lawyers ; above all, for our magistrates we 
require officers possessing nerve, action, and energy. 
For Governors, Councillors, and Judges, we may 
hope to find statesmen of patient inquiry and inves- 
tigation, in whom thought predominates over action. 
But, for our magistrates in India, we demand the 
graces which (if we may fetch another simile from 
Athens) Demosthenes required in an orator. First, 
Action. Second, Action. Third, Action. And 
if to action be joined that great though rare gift of 
moral tlioughtfalness^ so valuable to the man of 
power and movement, these qualities combined 
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gistrates who originated this passion for scribbling, 
hut they have never succeeded in repressing it, 
nor, whilst the law requires that every discontented 
old woman’s story shall be taken down in writing, 
is it to he expected they ever will. The Khayeths 
worship their pen and ink on certain festivals, and 
there is a sort of “ religio ” attaching to written 
forms and statements which is not confined to offi- 
cial life, hut pervades the whole social polity of the 
writing tribes. An Indian scribe, whose domestic 
expenditure may average sixpence a-day, will keep 
an account-hook with as many columns, headings, 
and totals, as would serve for the budget of a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer.* To Tudor Mul 
and such worthies we owe, no doubt, a great deal 
for the method and order which they infused into 
public records ; but we have also to thank these 
knights of the pen for the plaguiest long-figured 
statements, and the greatest number of such state- 
ments, which the world ever saw. 

the filling them with useless matter. It is amusing to watch a 
native officer — a deputy-magistrate, for instance — on whom, once 
in a way, the duty of disposing of the police reports for the day 
is devolved. He invariably thinks it his business to pass some 
sort of order on every item of the thanadar’s da3'-book, and if 
no other remark can be made, puts “ has been read ” opposite 
the most trifling entry. 

* It is remarkable that the Hindoos keep no written accounts 
in the shape of what we call history, nor even such memoranda 
as can furnish material for the historian, whilst they preserve 
the minutest details of everything connected with national 
revenue or expenditure. See Malcolm’s Central India, vol. i. 
p. 58-60. 

P 



no lead tl^ctn to 

. genius of fl'® n -not Avoudev 

If, tlien, tl^c g ,vc need n 

iistul<.e e a^vovutnent ludn c 


“ - rs;“.r::. 5 r- 

»r5r----EH’S^^ 

succoocls to aftci t. ,,;s 

aol t^'=r”‘ ;"„eh ch-c«to.t»n=os An 

agent n"''® „,ov evra? pnrt °! most corn- 

nony, nntt t j’Qflon'CS sqnats i second 

"re I'o ''"'■•rrrr. 

fovtatte !>}““ . We detail o£ eieij . ^Htle, 

“ luTo o"4 “"^atWng W write 

The one ,v-„n- and docs ^ ^ountant 

*0 rn-^rxndla wo want^an a^ 

volumes. O tlio penmen as 

for every '“ = almost as ®“"X ‘ , Wnted, 

cl, let to laws, as we Have *aa^^ „s 

B^te„ 

or a nasty aw- smallest 

alX all tHelv witnesses, Heto ;a 

statements passed. higlter 

legal 1 in cases appealab 

requisite. pettiest ejs ^ 

courts, 'f* 7 istrate is „„a.rooms, fi'l«X 

Tailv into tlie en®”" ' descrilied witli 

!:S,tVtrivtal--X 


with the minuteness. pc,unt 

the greatest p specus 

Such heing 


PROVINCES OF INDIA. 


211 


llic earliest steps of Indian offieials, and such the 
tendency of the public mind, we need not wonder 
that the personal prowess, energy, and activity 
displayed by men of rank have held a high, perhaps 
an undue place, in the estimation of the people. 
i\Ien accustomed to sec all official labour pushed 
off upon deputies, and to consider power sjniony- 
mous with ease and luxury, arc delighted with a 
district chief who is as ready to spend the day 
in the saddle, if need be, as in the cutcherry. 

hlcn admire most what they least understand. 
Napoleon, when he wished to make the greatest 
impression on his officci*s, put on the cap of the 
savo}]/ and solved problems with the sages of 
" tbe Institute.” In like manner, a magistrate, 
who will ride sixty miles across country, if need 
require, will at once secui*c the respect of his 
satraps and the votes of his people. The gallant 
bearing of William Frazer, at the head of his 
squadron of horse, is still the talk of the men 
of Delhi : the rough Jats and Goojurs, in the 
valleys of the lower Himaleych, still tell their 
children how Frederick Shore cut down in single 
combat the best swordsman of the Upper Doab. 
But even amongst ordinary men, in ordinaiy times, 
there is not seldom a demand for promptitude in 
action and presence of mind, which makes no 
unimportant part of the schoohng of om* Indian 
statesmen. In turning over the pages of the 
“Note-Book,” to which we have been on former 
occasions indebted, we have come upon the follow- 
ing description, which wc transcribe. It seems to 
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and had carried off a large herd of cattle at the 
point of the spear, killing or wounding whoever 
opposed them. The messengers were the Jat head- 
men of Asynduh, owners of the lost cattle, and the 
killed and wounded villagers were their relations 
and dependants. 

I faney now I can see the dusky faces of these 
injured men, burning with rage and revenge, and 
feel their hot breath as they whispered to me how, 
where, and when I was to help them to recover, 
at all events, their property, if not more fully to 
avenge their wrongs. Above a whisper I could 
not persuade them to speak, though nobody was 
within a stone’s throw of the tent. Fi’om their 
story it seemed that the men of my district, who 
had helped the Khytul marauders, were afraid to 
keep any of the harried cattle in the Paneeput 
villages, and that the greater part of the buffaloes 
were at a village called Ooblana, in the Khytul 
state, some twenty odd miles from Kurnal. From 
fear of detection, the herds were kept day and 
night in the dense jungles near the ^^llage, and 
only brought morning and evening to a tank under 
the village walls to be milked. The Jats ui-ged 
me, on a fixed day, to bring out a party of horse- 
men, when they promised to meet me at daybreak 
near Ooblana, and point out, if not the thieves, at 
all events the lost cattle. Above all things, I was 
to give no hint of my intentions to any li^^ng man, 
or the expedition would be a failure. 

On the night preceding the day fixed for my 
‘^doiir,” on going to bed I told my bearer to wake 
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JSingli had no taste for a controversy with the 
men of Ooblana, and, when I knew more of them, 
I thought him quite right. 

The suu was just rising over the broad leaves 
of the Dhak jungle bushes, when my guide pointed 
to a mango tree, fi*om which came dmvn tw^o of 
his part)*, and informed us that the buffalo herd 
was close by. M'c pushed on, the tall wiry Jats 
running like antelopes as w’e got near the milking- 
place. From a rising knoll I could see some hun- 
dred buffaloes standing quietly round one of the 
sedgy pools, wliich in those parts are found here 
and there amongst the bush-jungle. Three or four 
men, armed only with light hatchets, were w'atching 
them. And now we came in sight of the village, 
or town rather, of red brick, nith a wall round it, 
aud stronof fjatewav, the land near being cultivated 
as far as a matchlock could carry from the Avail, 
aud no further. Beyond, aU Avas thick gi'ass and 
bush-jungle. The Jats, rushing in amongst the 
cattle, soon tied the arms of the astonished hei'ds- 
mcn, and joj-fuUy recognised several of their lost 
buffaloes. 

A fcAv minutes had passed in counting and 
examining the animals, AA'hich seemed to knoAv the 
voice of then’ OAAUicrs, AA’hen all at once a cry came 
sweeping doAvn the AA’cst vAund, so loud and so shrill 
as to make the old woods round us ring again. 
“ Hark!” said my men; “there is the ^ Rooka:^ 
Avc shall, soon have the villagers down upon us.” 
Hastily ordering the sowars to keep the buffaloes 
well together, I pushed on towards the town. A 
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oflicial was the very man who had jilotted the raid 
on Asyndulij and was to have netted the biggest 
share of the bootyj if I had not come to disturb 
liis arrangements. I had some difficulty in get- 
ting by the crowds of amicd men in the narrow 
street, but, sticking the spurs into my horse, forced 
my way on as well as I could. Before I had reached 
the thana I met the thanadar, with two other 
horsemen — fine, handsome, well-armed Sikhs, all 
three were, and ready for mischief they looked — 
charging down the street, whilst the people 
salaamed to them right and left. On seeing my 
white face, the thanadar’s jaw fell, as, putting my 
hand into my pocket, I exclaimed, “ Here is Mr. 
Clerk’s letter : I am his fi-icnd ; if one of oni/ buf- 
faloes is carried away by these vagabonds Mr. 
Clerk will bang you over your own gate.” 

I turned my horse’s head, and then, calling 
on the thanadar to follow, proceeded towards the 
buffalo pool. The men of Ooblana had been too 
many for my troopers, and had carried the cattle 
off into the jungles, out of sight or hearing. Here 
and there a straggling horseman came sneaking 
out of the thicket, looking foolish and disconcerted. 
I vowed to the thanadar that I would never leave the 
place without my buffaloes, and that he should be 
held responsible for the consequences if they were 
not restored to me. We galloped off in the direc- 
tion from which our sowars were returning, and, 
after a two-mile’s ride, I heard the shouts of the 
villagers and the cracking of the bushes under the 
heavy tramp of the cattle. My soivars now showed 
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containing, on an average, some 750,000 souls, and 
extending, to take one district with another, over 
2322 square British statute miles.* This district 
is parcelled out into revenue and police divisions. 
The revenue divisions, of which there are from 
five to ten, or thereabouts, in ordinary districts, 
are each under a tehsildar, and are only noticed 
here because this officer has, or ought to have, 
generally the police charge in his division, or 
tehsildaree, as it is commonly called. Within this 
tehsildaree, according to its size and population, 
two or more thanas, or chief police-stations, are 
embraced. The tehsildar, as deputy -magistrate, 
has generally the powers of an assistant-magistrate ; 
that is, can infiict small fines and sentence to short 
terms of imprisonment in cases made over to him 
by his superior. He cannot, however, legally take 
up petitions, though such may be made over to 
him by the magistrate. It is a common and very 
convenient practice to call upon the deputy -ma- 
gistrate to give an opinion, in what are vulgarly 
called Act IV. of ’40 cases ; in other words, in 
cases of forcible dispossession or appi’ehended 
breach of the peace, owing to disputes about pos- 
session of land, houses, &c. &c. A good teh- 
sildar, as deputy to the magistrate, is a most 

* The largest district in the north-west provinces, Goruck- 
poor, contained, by the last published return, 7346 square miles, 
and a population of 2,376,533 souls. Delhi and Benares have 
a comparatively small area, on account of the large cities in 
those districts, which alone give ample employment to the 
magistrate; 
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vancement. True, he has much power; but if his 
superior, the tehsildar, he held duly responsible for 
the chai'actcr of the police in his division, this 
power will be exercised under an eye well able to 
detect error, and under a hand well able to repress 
disorder. 

Under the thanadar is the jemadar of police, 
who acts as his assistant and deputy. There is, 
too, in each thana, a writer, who has also a deputy ; 
and there are some twenty or thirty hurkundaz, the 
pedites of the police force.* Lower still comes the 
last, but by no means the least important link in the 
chain of administration, the village watchman or 
policeman, one of whom is found in each consider- 
able township. 

Besides the watchman, there is a nondescript 
functionary kept in most villages by the landholder, 
whose duty is to carry information of all important 
occurrences to the police office, to guide travellers, 
call the tenants, &c. &c. This bulahur or goreyt 
is generally remunerated by a patch of land, granted 
by the village lords, and his relation to the magis- 
trate is not very clearly defined, either by law or by 
custom, so far as we know. At the period of the 
revenue settlement the Government made an abate- 
ment in the demand to meet the pay of the watch- 
man ; either in money, or by giving up the revenue 
on their lands. Very high authorities have consi- 

* The jemadar and mohurrir get about 8 or 10 rs. per 
mensem, and the burkundaz gets 4 rs. The village watchman 
gets seldom more than rs, 2-8 or rs. 2 a month, and certain per- 
quisites-(at harvest time) of grain. 
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dercd it desirable that the watelimen sliould he re- 
mimerated for their services hy allotments of land, 
which tend to keep np the feudal relation to the 
village lords. Wo, however, conclude on the whole, 
that the best way to pay the village police is in 
money, through and hy the tehsildar, who should 
collect the sums due with the revenue, and disburse 
the same periodically, say every quarter, to the 
watchmen. 

Such, then, is the organisation over which the 
magistrate of the north-western provinces, aided hy 
his joint magistrate and covenanted assistants, pre- 
sides. His establishment is generally made more 
complete hy the services of some fifty or more 
mounted policemen, and on an emergency he can 
strengthen his police hy the temporary aid of his 
tehsildaree and gaol guards.* 

We have already said that the public, as such, 
give no help to the ministers of justice. But the 
law has never released the landholders from the 
responsibility attached fi'om time immemorial to 
their position, as conservators of the public peace, 
within the limits of their own estates. On the con- 
trary, many enactments distinctly enforce this con- 
dition, and however unwilling or indifferent the 
village proprietors may he, it must be through their 
aid and concurrence alone that the police can he 

* There are many cases in which it would be absurd for a 
magistrate to call out the military, yet in which the sight of a 
few muskets and bayonets would have an excellent effect. The 
gaol guards, as now organised in most districts, can occasionally 
thus be used with advantage. 
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cflrc.lunl. The magistv.nto who lots the Imidetl pro- 
prietor-: pcc, lliat without, iiccdlc.ssly harassing- them 
lie will vet never relax his leo-al clcinancls on their 
eo-ojieration, and will never jiass over their apath}^ 
or oppo.sition. lakes the surest and shortest road to 
administrative suecess. If au)* supposed advance in 
legislation loosens this, the chief remaining bond 
between the magistrate and the people, the conse- 
quences upon jmblic peace and order may he 
serious. As matters now stand, the ofliccrs of Go- 
vernment, if thov use discrectlv hut rcsolutciv the 
• • 

powers over the landed projirictors with which the 
law has armed them, may generally secure the help 
of the most locally intlucnlial classes. For it is 
clearly the, interest as well ns the duly of the ze- 
mindar to hel]) the police, unless he or his arc impli- 
cated in a broach of the law. Take an ordinary 
case of homicide, for instance, A peasant, in a fit 
of rage or jealousy, cuts doum in open day his 
enemy or his rival. His near relations urge him to 
fly, but before he has gone far, the village land- 
holders and watchmen, knowing that the magistrate 
will surely liold them responsible for the open 
escape of a criminal, raise the hue and cry, and the 
oflcnder is secured. His arms arc tied behind liis 
liack, his sword is ]mllcd out of tlie place uhere it 
had hceu hastily concealed, and off he is marched to 
the nearest police office, where he generally con- 
fesses his guilt, and within four-and-twenty hours 
he is in the district gaol. More atrocious and secret 
crimes, such as midnight assassination, or child- 
murder, for the sake of plunder, arc every day do- 
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years must pass before we can hope to curb the 
national defects of temper, or to remedy the popular 
deficiencies of education. These are shown on every 
trifling occasion. Let us give an example. 

Shere Singh, a violent, proud, and ignorant 
young Rajpoot, secs a goat trespassing on his sugar- 
cane or corn-field. Urjun is the owner of the goat, 
second cousin to Shere Singh, with whom he played 
as a child, with whom he climbed trees as a hoy, 
and whom as a man he is ready to defend against 
all the world, out of his own village. But the 
fathers of these young men live and eat separately, 
the grandfather of one killed the grandfather of the 
other half-a-century hack, and the lands and inte- 
rests of the two families have long been divided. 
Shere Singh feels that Urjun ’s goat has no right in 
his field ; he picks up a clod of earth or a stick, 
flings it at the animal, which goes limping home 
with a broken leg. Urjun’s father had watched 
Shere Singh ; he comes down from the roof of his 
house, and abuses the oflFender at the top of his 
voice. Urjun comes home, sees the goat which he 
had bought for his sick child Ijdng helpless on his 
threshold, sallies out, hears Shere Singh abusing 
his female relations, and runs to fetch his sword. 
The villagers aather round: there is a rush, a scuffle, 
a fight, and, before the sun sets, Uijun and Shere 
Singh are carried oflp to the police-office on char- 
poys in a moribund state, with broken heads and 
mutilated bodies. Twenty others of the family had 
been engaged in the melee, hut nobody will teU the 
pohee who they were j the wounded scuffle off to 

Q 
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Avith the tears in his eyes, — “ such a kind master : 
“ he brought me up, he treated me, pala, {cherished 
“ me), koota he mqfik {like a dog)." The man’s 
voice faltered ; he could praise his old master no 
farther. Here is the secret of the Indian tempera- 
ment. Treat the natives with mixed love and 
severity ; if not with the familiarity, yet with the 
affection shown to dogs, and they \riU go round the 
Avorld with you; seek to drive them, as mere horses or 
beasts of burden, and they will play you a trick the 
moment your eye is off them. The Oriental voca- 
bularies could supply half-a-dozen synonjrms for the 
Avord “ murdoom-shinasee,^’ for which the English 
language, so far as Ave remember, has not a single 
direct equivalent. Murdoom-shinasee, literally “ the 
knowledge of men,” means the faculty of judging 
character, of selecting the fittest man for any par- 
ticular duty. Eveiy one who has read a page of 
history knows, that of all qualifications for a man 
in power, this is about the first ; yet amongst our 
mofussil or prorincial chiefs, for such we consider 
magistrates to be, no quality is less thought of or 
less cultivated. A superficial acquaintance Avith 
native character has led many an English officer to 
conclude that “ all (black) men are liars and men 
Avho are treated as liars Avill seldom long respect 
truth. But there are as many and as great varia- 
tions of character under a dark skin as under a 
white one, and honesty may be found or may be 
cultivated as truly, though not so frequently, in the 
torrid as in the temperate zone. Of all men it most 
becomes a magistrate to hold free and open inter- 
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But if the suaviter in modo be desirable, no 
less necessary is the fortiter in re. Orientals are 
like children, and it is a due firmness and severity, 
blended with the kinder feelings of the heart, which 
can alone secure their devotion. Your kind, easy 
man, who likes to see the people about his bench 
nnth fine shawls and sun-shiny faces, who cannot 
say No to the importunities of his omlah, does 
as much harm to a district as your mofussil Nero, 
who speaks habitually to men of rank in the accents 
of a whipper-in rating a hound. 

In short, whether a magistrate is too proud and 
distant, or too easy and yielding, the result is the 
same. In the first case, he will not hear the people’s 
voice; in the second case, he will hear it only 
through certain official mouth-pieces, whose object 
w'ill be to deceive and to cajole him. In either case, 
the darling sin of Eastern satraps will have full 
scope : malversation will spread across the length 
and breadth of the country. 

Whilst touching on the subject of malversation, 
we may venture a few remarks on the peculiar 
reasons which make the personal character and 

gentleman of the old school. The cazee made difficulties and 
objections. Seton was convinced that this man was at the 
bottom of all the mischief brewing, but went on mildly admo- 
nishing him, to no effect; when, firing up, he seized the cazee 
by the beard, and shaking bis (the cazee’s) head backwards and 
forwards, exclaimed, “ Suno Cazee Jee, humnuruin ho sukta aur 
“ hum gurum ho sukta.” (“ Listen, Mister Cazee, — I can be 
“ gentle, but I can be rough too.”) 

The cazee was friglitened to death, gave in at once, went 
home to the citizens, and stopped all the agitation. 
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passed the frontiers of their parent soil. The pro- 
consuls of the RepuhHc, — ^men of talent, of good 
hirth, of tried experience, — on reaching their dis- 
tant provinces, devoted eveiy energy to the bad art 
of tui’ning civil power into gold. Rome execrated 
her corrupt sous, hut she failed, distant and dis- 
tracted as she was, to restrain their corruption. 
And so the Roman provincials went on suffering, 
as men never suffered before, whilst their women, 
their gold, their painted vestments, were torn from 
them to encumber the proconsular trains. It mat- 
tered little to the subject wretches of Greece, of 
SjTL'ia, or of Sicily, that Roman law was strict, that 
Roman virtue was proverbial. They saw Rome only 
in the shape of a tyrant who debauched their women, 
and plundered their treasuries : the will of the pro- 
consul was their law, his lusts them doom. Now to 
apply this to our subject. 

We live in no ordinary times. The splendour 
which seemed to surround Rome, when first she 
bore the sceptre of the world, gathers fast round 
our Easteim empire. Let Englishmen beware, lest, 
dazzled by the brilliancy of their position, they lose 
sight of the necessities of the people. Let them 
take warning fi*om Rome. As it was with Italy, so 
it is with England. Her sons, speaking a strange 
tongue, administering strange laws, enforcing them 
by still stranger powers, pushing on alike the arts 
of war and peace, dictate supremely, as did the 
Romans of old, to millions of subjects, differing alike 
from themselves and fi'om one another. England 
has her own cares, her own distractions, as Rome 
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Rome lind to thsink hers, for either science or 
taste, for tnarhlcs instinct -witli life, or for the 
kindred arts of poetry .and painting. "We repeat, 
this is so far good and generous. 

None the less it may he asked, Is Encrland ful- 
fdiing all the duties wliich India requires at her 
hands ? Are the men of England in India doing 
all that as Englishmen — above all, as Christians — 
may he demanded of them? Boasting of their 
moral strength, arc they not still weak, in that they 
too lightly consider the moral weakness of the 
])eople ? 

It is not enough to answer to these questions 
tliat the English servants of Government are honest, 
])uro, high-minded men. Tlie question remains, 
Are they jealous of the purity and honesty of others 
who exercise power in their name and on their 
behalf? 

Here, wc believe, is the weakest point in the 
English administration of India, ilcn, pure and 
high-minded themselves, yield to a supposed ne- 
cessity of impurity and corruption in others. To 
sell justice may long have been common amongst 
the natives of Mindosfan, yet surely that judge is 
not blameless who presides in a court where many, 
at Iciist, of the minor processes of justice are com- 
monly bought and sold. Comiption may not be 
open •, no man cries stinking fish ; but that must not 
satisfy a jealous guardian of the law. It is his diifp, 
however painful, to suspect, to hunt out, and on due 
occasion to denounce, dishonest acts ; it belongs to 
him to sweep away these old superstitions about 
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dying words, the atrocities of provincial corruption.. 
We need not repeat, that corruption is not the 
weakness of Enghsh gentlemen of the present day ; 
but it is, and long will be, the darling sin of their 
Indian subordinate officers. And thus the English 
sin by deputy. They do not encourage corruption, 
hut neither do they extinguish it. They make up 
their minds that an evil is necessary, when they 
ought only to determine that the necessity exists no 
longer. The whole question is an unpleasant and 
disagreeable one, so it is pushed out of sight. 

But the people of India, whose wits are as keen to 
detect official iniquity as, unhappily, they are prone 
to practise it, are not thus to be satisfied. They 
love to see an extortioner or oppressor brought 
low, and they consider him, and him only, an up- 
right judge who looks for uprightness in his subor- 
dinates. It is, then, cleaily the duty of our country- 
men to put down with a strong hand the malversa- 
tion of native officials. How often (to compare 
small rogues to great ones) have these Indian 
satraps been to their jurisdiction what Verres was 
to Sicily, what Dolabella was to Macedonia. Men 
of this stamp should be hunted out and denounced, 
without scruple or compunction. What the youthful 
Csesar was to Dolabella, what Cicero was to Wei’res, 
this must the English magistrate be to any rapacious 
subordinate. Solicitude for the people may well 
supply to the Christian judge that righteous zeal 
which ambition or policy furnished to the heathen 
advocate. 

The fate of one corrupt official, whose villanies 
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were, knew neither the geography nor the statistics 
of their districts, it was not to he supposed that 
they would study very exactly the habits, man- 
ners, or feelings of the several tribes therein. But 
it were a shame for a magistrate, with all the varied 
information which his revenue office now affords 
him, to remain in the dark as to any important 
fact or distinction bearing on the welfare of the 
people. The best rule he can lay down for himself 
is, to carry into his cutcherry, as magistrate, the 
same feelings and habits which he has learned as a 
collector or settlement officer. A reserved, haughty, 
distant, inaccessible revenue officer, is of about as 
much real use as a blind miniature painter or a 
deaf musician. His veiy element is, or ought to be, 
popularity; and it is not much otherwise with a 
magistrate. Let him, when out of doors, forbid 
access to no man : he will find it a good rule to 
listen to all who interrupt his walk or his ride : if 
the suitor complain against his neighbour, let him 
be referred at once to the open cutcherry, as the 
proper arena for disputes between man and man : 
if be complain of the officers of Government subor- 
dinate to the magistrate, let the complainant have 
due encouragement to open out his grievance. This 
will cut short petty tjwanny and extortion. 

It is quite possible for a magistrate to go regu- 
larly to his court,* yet still to give no fair audience 

* We do not allude to the case, now, we believe, a very rare 
one, of magistrates who neglect their boundeu duty of daily 
going to cutcherry when at their station. Such men we have 
known in by-gone days, who would say, “ There is nothing to 
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an instance of tlie hai'm wliich a single hasty order 
by the magistrate may cause, in the following ex- 
tract from our friend’s “ Note-Book.” 

Beerbul the Bhoorjee. 

I .have never been able to make up my mind 
whether it is right and proper for the head of a 
district to make over a part of his police reports 
to a joint or assistant-magistrate for orders : if he 
do not give the younger officers in the service 
some separate police charge they will have little 
opportunity for learning how to manage a district, 
and will take less interest in their duties than when 
they are entrusted with a distinct responsibility. 
On the otlier hand, such evils arise from a slight 
apparent error, from a seemingly trifling in con- 
sideration, that one trembles to place the powerful 
lever of police authority in the hands of an in- 
experienced workman. An incautious nod of the 
head in the cutcherry may cause the ruin of whole 
families in the mofussil. A careless dissent to the 
proposition of a subordinate may involve an entire 
villaofe in riot and bloodshed. Here is an instance 

O 

of the eril resulting from an inconsiderate though 
well-intentioned order. 

I was, in 184 — , walking through the ward of 
my gaol in which prisoners under trial were kept. 
Here were assembled, not only men committed by 
me to take their trial at the sessions-court, but 
also the prisoners from a neighbouring district, 
whose cases were pending before the same tribunal. 
Men awaiting their trial generally have a good 
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anus anrl then the head of his victim, stuck them 
on the mutilated trunk and branches of his dar- 
linir tree, lie then bent dmvn over the dead body 
and drank, out of the hollow of his hand, three 
inoutliAds of his enemy’s blood. This done, be 
reloadc'd his matchlock, and, armed with it, nith 
sword, duiiircr, and how and arrows, took his post 
on the roof of his house. ‘ Now,’ he cried, ‘ let 
‘ the thanadar come who dared to rob me of my 
‘ (diild, my only child, ;md I’ll serve him as I 
‘ served this cursed Marwarrie.’ 

“Hours passed on, 1ml none were found bold 
(Uinuiih to seixe the bhoorjec, whose matchlock 
was pointed at any human being’ who came near, 
'kowards evening a dog came to smell at the body 
of the i\Iarwarric, hut Beerbul pinned him to the 
cround with an arrow. 

V. - 

“'rile police surrounded the place, and the 
thanadar had a chnrjioy put for him under a tree 
beyond the range of Ijecrbul’s matchlock. All 
Futnoe !Mul’s money-bags woidd not have tempted 
him within the bhoorjee’s reach. )So passed the 
day, and so the night. Next, day the voice of the 
woman could be heard encouraging her husband, 
as she handed him up a pitcher of water and a 
cake of bread ; ‘ Well done, rajah I die like a man, 

‘ and nexcr let them tic your hands.’ Well, sir, 
to make a long story short, the bhooijce was 
caught at last, but not by fair means. 

“ AVhen the news of his resistance reached the 
siuldcr station, various expedients for taking him 
alive were discussed. Everybody had a plan, but 
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from the roof of his house. (This, I need not 
inform you, sir, was a devise of Jan Ali’s, and 
not any order of the magistrate’s.) ‘ Who are 
‘jmu?’ said Beerhul. ‘They call me Syed Jan 
‘ Ali,’ was the reply, ‘and I am the chief Kazi 

‘of .’ ‘A Syed, are you?’ replied Beerhul; 

‘ ivill you swear that my hands shall not he tied 
‘if I come down?’ ‘On the Koran,’ said Jan 
Ali, producing the medicine-hook, and reverently 
holding it out on the palms of his hands, with 
his eyes turned up to heaven. The bhooijee came 
down, when four hurkundazes pounced upon him, 
kicked him, and, tying his arms with a strong 
rope, led him away like a wild beast. ‘ Oh!’ said 
he, ‘ Kazi jee, I thought my ai'ms were not to be 
‘ tied.’ Jan Ali replied, with a smile, ‘ That is 
‘ the way we catch murderers ; ’ and so the bhoorjee 
was carried off, the policemen looking very big 
with drawn swords and lighted matches all round 
him.” 

Here ended my informant’s story. 

I watched the progress of Beerbul’s case with 

interest. The civil surgeon of. pronounced 

him mad, and another medical man, on seeing him 
and hearing his history, hinted that all was ac- 
counted for by the shape of his head, “ for in the 
“ whole course of his life he had never seen such 
“ a developement of the organ of firmness.” It 
was, however, proved, that the man had never been 
mad, nor suspected of madness, till he killed the 
Marwari'ie, and was then, and at the time of trial, 
quite capable of distinguishing between right and 
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on tile part of the Government as to how the people 
of the countiy are treated, so long as tlie Govern- 
ment share of the resources of the country are duly 
realised. No, it is to a very different reason that 
we must attribute the insufficient hold which the 
Government of India has on the magistrate. Eng- 
lish law has, perhaps, more to do with the matter 
than Oriental rapacity. But this we can better 
show when we come to consider the magistrate’s 
second master, namely, the Sudder Nizamut Adaw- 
lut, or Supreme Court of Criminal Judicature, 
which stands next in rank to the head of the State. 
Before this tribunal the record of all the judicial 
acts of the magistrate, duly registered monthly, 
passes. The Sudder judges also constantly have 
his proceedings in criminal cases under review. 
But, in India as in England, the judges hold no 
administrative responsibility to the Government. 
They are supreme and unfettered, and do not con- 
sider it within the limit of their ordinary jurisdic- 
tion to iveigh nicely the merits of each magistrate, 
or the nature of his work. The acts of the Govern- 
ment itself, as every one knows, are liable to be 
called in question before their tribunals, and vii*- 
tually the judges are independent of the adminis- 
trator of the State. Under these circumstances, 
which, be it observed, result from an imitation of 
the constitutional law of England, it were absurd to 
expect from a judge of the Sudder Nizamut Adaw- 
lut a reasonable opinion as to the merits or effi- 
ciency of any particular magistrate. Ask such a 
judge what is the public character of any one of 
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to bcj responsible directly to tbe Grovernment for 
tbo police in bis division,* bas, on tbe vbole, tbe 
best op]}ortunity of appreciating tbe labours of tbe 
magistrate. But be bas no power either to con- 
trol or to support tbe judicial acts of a district 
cbief. 


In fact, be can only see tbe magistrate’s conduc-t 
officially from one point, and can test bis efficiency 
simply as an administrator of pobce, not as a judge 
in criminal cases. For all tins, if tbe Commissioner 
habitually and systematically gives as much of bis 
time and attention to tbe pobce, as to tbe revenue 
concerns of bis division, be may be an instrument 
of extensive good to tbe people. It belongs to Mm 
not only to exhort, encourage, or, if need be, rebuke 
tbe magistrates ; but be should closely scrutinise, 
by local inquiry, the character of every native pobce 
autliority in bis jurisdiction- He sbouid knorr, 
minutely, the pecubar strong or vreai points m one 
administration of each disoriot, ano. carry a go;a 
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Sudder Judge — “ Have you praised all the 
judges ? ” 

Registrar . — “ All.” 

Sudder Judge . — “Then send it ofip.” 

The upshot then, so far as the police is con- 
cerned, is just this — the Commissioner may^ if he 
pleases, do very much for the country. He ought 
to he the eye of the Government ; hut it depends on 
the man whether the office be a great or as mall 
one. It is as he may please to make it, the pro- 
consulship of a wide province, or a species of post- 
office ambulantd. 

The fourth superior under whom the magistrate 
labours is the Sessions Judge. This officer has 
power to do nothing in a district, hut to undo every- 
thing, if he pleases. Happily for the magistrates 
and for the people, Indian judges act generaUy with 
generosity as well as judgment, and use their powers 
discreetly. But for this, so great is the encourage- 
ment to appeal upon appeal which the law gives, 
the magistrates would he unable to maintain public 
order. When a judge ascends the bench, Avho, 
from some defect of mind or temperament, is inca- 
pable of taking up cases, except with the pettifogging 
animus of a small English attorney, the result upon 
the police of a district is most mischievous. For 
it is needless to say, that in a state of society such 
as exists in India, men should be encouraged to the 
utmost to love equity, truth, and good faith, above 
all things. What can it do hut harm to the Indian 
morale to see an English judge exalting the letter 
of the law above its spirit? A quibbling, hair- 
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Finidry returns niid prison statistics. It cannot 
lie denied that (he lahours of the gaol establish- 
ments have been increased since the appointment 
of an inspector, hut (lie health and safe custody of 
(he prisoners have been secured in proportion. 
Indeed, if we were asked to point out a modern 
measure combining in a remarkable degree eco- 
nomy, humanity, and progress, it is this appoint- 
ment of a general inspectorship of prisons we 
sliould name.* The services of an able and in- 
telligent ofliccr have been secured for the sole 
object of reforming prison discipline, and a mass 
of statistical information has been acquired which 
cannot, fail to supply the material for progi'essivc 
improvement in this important, but once neglected 
dejiartmcnt. Already an advance is apparent in 
(he condition of (he convict population, who are 
gradually being protected from e.vtra-judicial 
punishment in the shape of disease caused by 
tilth or crowding, and, at the same time, are 
subjected to a more strict and equal penal dis- 
cipline. lint, to revert to our subject, the ma- 
gistrate’s labour and anxiety arc not lessened, and 
a fifth superior is added to the list. 

Number six, in districts through which the 
Grand Trunk Road passes, is the Superintendant 
of Police and Inspector of Halting-grounds thereon.f 

* Let us hope to see a similar appointment made in Bengal, 
where it is much wanted. 

t Road and canal officers, in some districts, add much to 
the cares of the magistrate, who has to keep matters smooth if 
he can, and to prevent the people from growing restive under 
the inconveniences which the progress of public works causes. 
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To retiivn to our police magistrate. He has, 
let us suppose, hj combining tact with energi', 
succeeded in satisfying his official superiors and 
in keeping the people of his district in good 
temper and order. There remains another and 
a very important task. He must secure, if pos- 
sible, the comfort and safety of the innumerable 
travellers, who for many hours of each day and 
night swarm along the high roads of his dis- 
trict. 

Thanks to the incessant attention of the local 
government in the north-west, this part of district 
duty is much simplified. Every magistrate has 
abundant instructions at hand, and every facility 
is given to him by bis superiors to complete a 
chain of arrangements, embracing the convenience 
of travellers of all ranks. And as yet the 
system of the up-country shines by contrast vith 
the ‘^laissez aller” fashions of the lower pro- 
vinces. 

No sooner docs the traveller from Bengal or 
Bchar cross the stream, whose ill-omened waters* 

police administration, as affecting the various classes of so- 
ciety in their divisions, there is none the less an indistinct, hazy 
atmosphere, hanging over their annual police reports, through 
which the ruling powers can hardly be expected clearly to see 
their way. Nothing like gross inefficiency or decided disorder 
would escape observation, but the relative degrees of excellence 
in district work are passed over in a manner disheartening to 
the ablest and most laborious amongst the public servants. 

* The Hindoos consider it a defilement to touch the waters 
of the Caramnasa river. 
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rity or with more material arms, that the supply 
will not answer to the demand in their case. 

Under our Mahometan predecessors the march 
of an army caused at least as much miseiy as the 
utmost teiTors of war cause in Eui*opean counti’ies. 
Nay, even in days of peace the mere progress of an 
emperor was marked by desolation, pestilence, and 
famine, and might be tracked by blasted harvests 
and smoking villages. Nor, as the English flag 
surmounted one by one tbe imperial stiengholds, 
were matters in this respect at once and entirely 
altered for the better. No exertions of the British 
could restrain their soldiei’s and followers from the 
work of plunder and destruction. Even in later 
.days, and in spite of the most stringent orders, the 
march of troops came like a fall of locusts on om’ 
provinces ; and, owing to the increasing general 
tranquillity and civilisation of the country, these 
visitations year after year were more severely felt. 
This was not the favdt of the military authorities 
alone, for himgry men with arms in their hands, 
who find the ordinary markets closed against them, 
nill naturally enough help themselves. As yet the 
civil powers had established no sufficient system for 
securing at once the comfort of the troops and the 
protection of the country people. When an army 
or a regiment was expected, hurried orders were 
sent to the district officers to prepare supplies, but 
how those supplies were to be got together nobody 
cared. The consequence was, that some tehsildar, 
or police-officer, laid the country round under con- 
tribution, whereby he lioped to supply the troops 
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tested and approved; even the very flour-sievos 
have been stamped ivith the official seal. All these 
details may seem trifling, but the efiect of attention 
to such trifles on the comfort of the troops, and on 
the happiness of the people, is immense, A regi- 
ment mai ches into a toum novr irithout causing any 
greater excitement than the arrival of a pleasure 
train from London causes to the good people of 
Brighton or Epsom. Decent ciril oflimls, under 
the orders of an assistant or deputv-maristrate, 
supplied with full credentials, and vdth instructions 
how to act in every sort of emergency, attend alike 
to the wants of the general of ah army or the hum- 
blest traveller. The military, seeing that due 
regard is paid to their comfort, meet the civil 
authorities with cordiality, and sternly repress all 
freehooting and oppression. And as a nagrral 
consequence, land near the line or mareh- instead 
of being thrown our of cnirivan-en as ferrr-er.y, 
is daily rising in yaln.?. ana me trsnie were.-; ns-ec 


to be a curse to the comnw nas r-eceme a sonrre 
of emolumezit. 
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pontoon, or boat-bridges over the Jumna and 
Ganges, free from all tax or toll. It would be 
at once conceded to us that, at all events, in 
the north-westera provinces of India trade is less 

forty miles of Grand Trunk Road, there is at least an erjual 
length of Branch Trunk Road leading tovrards -Agra, v/hich is 
watched and patrolled in the same manner. During the past 
year, no one single case of highway robbery has tat:en place; 
and though the traffic has been great, tbe amount of property 
stolen at night from travellers at halting-places, so far as can f/S 
ascertained, does not exceed twelve hundred rnpees ^nine hun- 
dred of which are the value of a bale of silk cut effi a cart nnder 
the nose of a sleepy watchman). When it is coasi-dered that in 
this district there are no restraints put upon travelkrs as to 
where they shall halt, and that parties of wearied mercharits arc 
spending the niiht all abn2: the road under the canonx of 
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; The early morning sees the up-country magis- 
trate riding or -walking, far or near, to examine 
some road or other public work in progress, to \asit 
some disputed tenement, or, failing these objects, to 
inspect his gaol or prison-factories. On the road, 
he is beset by people, who, notwithstanding the 
many hours daily spent by him in cutcherry, row 
that they have been unable to obtain a fair hearing. 
On his return home, a heap of police reports 
which the district dak has brought in is waiting ; 
and the public post comes in, too, with its own 
budget of demands for statements, explanations, 
and so forth. The police diaries being read and 
disposed of, with their list of crime, native visitors 
begin to send in their names before the morning 
meal is over. It is time to go to cutcherry, but 
three or four applicants for an interview remain un- 
satisfied. One word only they have to say, but 
when once they find themselves inside the house, the 
one word swells into a long story. At length the 
magistrate makes a rush to the door, but there he 
meets a tehsildar from a distant post ivith returns 
which require immediate attention. After some 
half-hour of examination, the tehsildar is dismissed, 
and once again our functionary, already half fagged, 
sets off for cutcherry. At his gate, a police report 
is throvm into his carriage, from a glance at which 
and at a dead body stretched on a litter, and carried 
b-s’ four villagers, he finds it necessar}' to go at once 
to the civil surgeon to ask for details of a post mor- 
tem examination, which must be made without dc- 
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himself in bed. Such is the every-day life of the 
magistrate. 

The morning of one day only in the week gi*eets 
the worn official -with some hope of leisure and 
repose. The magistrate thanks God for Sunday, 
though the week-day din and rattle of business is 
still in his ears, and he cannot help to contrast un- 
favourably an Indian with an English Sunday. In 
spite of himself, recoUeetions will come up of the 
merry church-peal, the rural scene dotted with 
honest villagers hastening up gladly to the house of 
God, — in short, of all the loved sounds and sights 
of a Sunday at home. Still he has rest, and is 
thankful. Beyond this sacred day no real holiday 
does he know ; for though aU other business may 
be brought to an occasional stand, crime takes no 
rest; and some, indeed, of the magistrate’s most 
anxious days ai'e those of festival and rejoicing to 
all around him. 

We cannot conclude these Notes without a 
word to the members of the civil service in India. 
To you we address ourselves, whether young or old, 
whether high in rank or only entering upon public 
life, because you can best give effect to any sug- 
gestions .for the improvement of the people. Few 
men appreciate the circumstances in which you are 
placed. Vulgar opinion may still attach the idea 
of wealth and money-getting to a writership in 
India, but the delusion is fast wearing away. The 
days have gone by when the orchestras of Calcutta 
or Madras used to salute the toast of “ the Civil 
Service” with the popular air of ‘‘ Money in both 
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and application at home.* But, none the less, there 
is much to reconcile a generous mind to the sore 
labours and privations which wait upon- civil life in 
India. Power, a shade, a pretence, a slavery, in 
England, is a reality here. The power of doing 
good, not to one or two persons or parishes, but to 
thousands, is what every civil servant may justly 
aspire to. The power of mitigating the ills of life, 
of smoothing its inequalities by lessening injustice, 
by putting down tju'anny, and by encouraging honest 
exertion, — all this lies in the ci^dlian’s daily path. 
All round the world, in every other country, English 
statesmen debate, deliberate, argue, or protest ; in 
India alone they seem still privileged to act. 

To action, then, we invite every man charged 
with civil power. Once again we remind you that 
a noble field lies open to your exertions. Other 
hands have performed the work of destruction, and 
have wiped away the ancient empires and monarchies 
of the East. These have fallen, unpitied, because 
stained with innocent blood and polluted by in- 
justice. To you belongs the double work of restora- 
tion and reform, not bv a blind introduction of the 
law or policy of England, but by grafting English 
honour and justice upon the institutions of the 
East. 

The work of conquest has been completed, the 
work of regeneration must begin. Let our soldiers 

* The civil servant labours under this disadvantage, that his 
professional knowledge is useless to him out of India. The 
soldier, the divine, the surgeon, can find employment at home, 
but the civilian cannot. 
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